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(57) Abstract: A system and method for tracking items, such as receptacles, during a process employs a rack configured to hold one
or more receptacles. Each receptacle includes a machine-readable label providing information regarding the receptacle, such as con -
tents thereof and process(es) to be performed thereon, and each receptacle-receiving position of the rack has associated therewith a
machine-readable label identifying the receptacle receiving location. The rack also includes a memory element to which electronic
data may be written. A label reading device reads the machine-readable label on each receptacle and the position-indicating, ma -
chine-readable labels on the rack. Information obtained from the machine-readable labels is written to the memory element, so that
for subsequent processing of the receptacles carried on the rack, information relating to each of the receptacles can be obtained by
reading the information written to the memory element. A tamper prevention element provides an indication of whether the rack may
have been tampered with after data is written to the memory element.
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