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5. Claims. 

This invention relates to spinning tops, and 
more particularly to that type embodying a ro 
tatable disk or wheel, and a stem or spindle serv 
ing as a handle by means of which the top is held 
in position while rotating the disk or Wheel under 
the action of a string or cord coiled around a 
portion thereof. 
The primary object of my invention is to pro 

vide a Spinning top which can be constructed 
wholly of wood, and in which the construction is 
Such that the tendency of the wood splitting 
under Warpage caused by inherent strain or 
otherwise, is obviated. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

top in which the parts thereof can be easily as 
Sembled and disassembled, so that they can be 
readily packed within a compact space for ship 
ment. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

top in which a string or cord is detachably ap 
plied thereto and which string or cord is adapted 
to be coiled around a portion of the top so as to 
be drawn upon with a view of rotating the top, 
the connection of the string or cord to the top 
being Such as to a SSure ready detachment from 
the top during the Operation of spinning the lat 
ter. So that the cord will not be wound around 
the top during the act of spinning. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

the top with a rounded contact end whereby the 
top may be caused to travel along a predeter 
mined course, or at least an attempt made to 
travel along Such course, depending on the skill 
displayed in spinning the top. 
Other objects of my invention will appear from 

the detailed description to follow. 
The invention consists in the novel features of 

construction and arrangement of parts to be 
hereinafter described and more particularly 
pointed out in the Subjoined claims. 
In the drawing: . . . 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the top showing the 

spinning cord wound around the Same and the . 
top in position to be Spun. 

Fig. 2 is a section taken diametrically through 
the top on line 2-2, Fig. 3. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the same. 
Fig. 4 is a view of the Several parts of the top 

showing the same disassembled, but in axial 
alinement. - 

My improved top is wholly constructed of wood, 
and due to the construction of the same can be 
manufactured from waste material, the parts be 
ing turned to desired shapes and assembled at a 

(Cl. 46-32) 
fraction of the cost of tops heretofore con 
structed. 
Tops of this type having a rotatable body por 

tion, a stem or Spindle to Support the same dur 
ing the operation of Setting the top into spin 
ning action and a peg or contact point, have here 
tofore been known, but these have invariably 
been constructed of metal, Since the construction 
of the parts and the manner of assembling the 
Same would not permit of constructing the top 
of Wood due to the tendency to split; this being 
particularly true of the peg or contact point. 
In tops of this type, the operating cord should 

be Self-detachable from the top at the instant 
the operation of Setting the top into spinning 
action is completed; but heretofore the point of 
attachment of the cord was found to be so close 
to the axis of the top that it could not readily 
release itSelf and Was recoiled during the initial 
free spinning action of the top, with the result 
that during the spinning of the top, the cord 
Would Spin with it in a loose manner and have a 
tendency to coil around the contact point of the 
peg and interfere with the spinning - operation. 
In this respect my invention differs from tops 
now in use in that the attachment of the cold to 
the top is made at a point distant from the axis 
thereof or, in other Words, at the point of largest 
circumference of the top, where centrifugal force 
is increased due to increased speed and a more 
ready detachment of the cord is assured. 

Similar reference numerals are applied to the 
Several figures of the drawing and designate cor 
responding parts of the top in Said figures. 
The reference numeral 5 designates the body 

portion of the top, which is of circular formation 
and has an upper portion 6 of comparatively large 
diameter and a depending axial boss T provided 
With an annular external flange 8 around its low 
er portion, thereby forming an annular groove 
9 between the large upper portion 6 and the an 
nular flange 8. The upper portion 6 is compara 
tively thick so as to give the body portion the 
desired Weight and guard against Splitting of the 
Sae. 

The body portion is constructed of wood, and at 
its perimeter is provided with a vertical groove O 
into which one end portion of an operating cord 

f is loosely inserted, the adjacent extremity of 
said end being knotted or otherwise provided 
with an enlargement 2 to retain the cord within 
said groove. The cord is drawn taut within said 
groove and directed inwardly from the lower end 
of the latter towards the boss 7 and then wound 
around the latter within the groove 9, its other ex 
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2 
tremity being provided with a finge: loop 3 by 
means of which it may be taken hold of to mainip 
ulate the top, as Will be hereinafter explained. 
The body portion is bored-out axially, as at 6, 

the upper portion of the bore being co-extensive 
With the thickness or depth of the large upper 
portion 6 of said body portion, or approximately 
So, and the lower portion of said bore being of 
larger diameter than the upper portion to form a. 
downwardly-facing shoulder 5 and being pref 
erably slightly flared downwardly. 

designates a cylindrical Stein Or Spindle 
which is entered in said bore from the lower 
end thereof, and it has at its lower end a head 
Or enlargement a which bears, or may bear, 
against said shoulder. The Stein Cr Spindle ex 
tends upwardly through said bore 3, distance to 
enable it to be taken hold of by the operator and 
serve as a handie for the top. This Sten. Or Spin 
die is fitted loosely within the Saaier tippe: por 
tion of the bore 4 so that the body portion may 
rotate freely around the same. Like the body 
portion, this stem is also constructed of Wood and 
is easily removable from the body portion, or in 
Sertable thereint.O. 
The enlarged iower portion of the bore is Serves 

as a housing for a portion. Of a peg Ol' Contact 
piece 8, which is also constructed of Wood and 
has an upper portion 9, preferably slightly ta 
pered upwardly, firmly fitted into the enlarged 
slightly flared lower portion of said bore; the fit 
being such that the peg cannot rotate Within the 
body portion and so that fol'ce must be en 
ployed to reincve the peg theirefroin. The lower 
part of said peg or contact piece is tapered down 
wardly, as at 23, in the form of an inverted COne 
and preferably rounded at its apex Or lower ex 
tremity, as at 2 ; the upper extremity of Said 
conical lower part being of greater diarineter than 
the upper inserted portion 3 of Said peg Or Con 
tact piece so as to form a shoulder 22 which bears 
against the under side of the boSS of the body 
portion. This peg is also made of Wood and by 
reason of its upper end being confined Within the 
boss of the body portion, is prevented from Split 
ting under inherent strain and under strain ap 
plied exteriorly. 
The parts of the top may be easily and quickly 

disassembled so that in shipping or packing them 
they can be grouped in such form as to occupy 
least space, as will be clearly understood. 
The peg or contact piece 3 serves to close 

the lower end of the bore A and prevent Separa 
tion of the stem or spindle 6 from the body 
portion, although there may or may not be Space 
between the upper inserted end of the peg or con 
tact piece and the head or enlargement of Said 
stem or spindle as may be desired. It will, of 
course, be understood that friction between the 
stem or spindle S and the body portion , or be 
tween the head of the stem or Spindle 6 and 
the peg or contact piece 8, may cause said stem 
or spindle to rotate With the body portion during 
the spinning action, but Since the head is 
rounded, friction betweein the stem or Spindle and 
the peg or contact piece is reduced to the mini 
mum. During the act of Setting the top into no 
tion by drawing upon the operating cord after 
being Wound around tile boSS , said stem is held 
against rotation while the body portion and the 
peg thereof are being rotated. 
The main portion of the top hereinbefore re 

ferred to as the body portion, is constructed com 
paratively heavy, and by reason of having con 
siderable depth or thickness, will provide the 

2,010,156 
desired momentum for a device of this type after 
being placed into Spinning motion. This main 
portion therefore is of such bulk that inherent 
StrainS will be considerably minimized and split 
ting of the same consequently obviated. 
A comparatively small peg or contact piece, 

Such as I employ on a device of this kind, how 
ever, Would tend to split under iniherent, strain 
Created by variations in temperature and for 
other rea,Sons, if unconfined or unrestrained, and 
for this reason I have so constructed my im 
proved top that the circular Wall 23 of the boss i 
On the body portion serves as a confining and re 
Straining medium for Said peg or contact piece. 

In Fig. 1 have shown the top in position for 
Spinning operation, and upon taking hold of the 
finger loop 3 of the cord with a finger of one 
hand While holding the stem or spindle 6 with 
the other and drawing upon the cord, the latter 
Will become uncoiled from the grooved boss, caus 
ing the body portion of the top to spin. The cord 
being drawn outwardly places strain upon the 
Same, and when completely uncoiled the knotted 
end of the cord becomes disengaged from its re 
taining groove 2. As the diameter of the upper 
part 6 of the main portion of the top is con 
Siderably larger than the lower portion and the 
COrd is detachably connected to said upper por 
tion at its perimeter, it will be apparent that cent. 
trifugal force at the circumference of said large 
upper portion is greater than that of the Small 
lower portion. Consequently, the pulling strain 
On the COrd after being uncoiled, assisted by the 
Weight of the enlargement 2 and centrifugal 
force, a SSures a more ready detachinent of the 
Operating cord from the top than would occur if 
Said cord Were attached to the smaller lower 
portion, and the tendency of the cord being re 
coiled in an irregular manner around the top, 
at times working itself down to the tip of the peg 
or contact piece So as to interfere with the spin 
ning action, is entirely eliminated. 
By providing the apex of the inverted conical 

lower portion of the peg or contact piece with a 
perceptibly rounded contact end rather than a 
pointed end, as is now common, I am enabled 
to cause the top to Spin over a considerable area; 
it being only necessary to position the top in such 
a manner with respect to its supporting surface 
that the axis of the top is at an inclination to 
Such surface during the act of setting the top 
into Spinning motion. The effect of this is sim 
ilar to applying “English' to a cue ball in a 
game of pool or billiards. It Will therefore be 
apparent that considerable display of skill may 
be developed in causing the top to travel along 
certain more or less prescribed courses, and in 
addition it aids considerably to the amusement 
derived from spinning the top. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim is: 
1. A Spinning top, comprising a body portion 

having a bore extending axially therethrough and 
provided with a downwardly-facing shoulder, a 
Stem. Within Said bore having an enlarged lower 
end wholly within said bore providing an up 
Wardly-facing shoulder and around which said 
body portion is rotatable, a peg inserted into the 
lower end of Said bore to prevent downward 
withdrawal of said stem from said body portion, 
and an Operating cord adapted to be coiled around 
Said body portion. 

2. A Spinning top, comprising a body portion 
having an axial boss at its lower end and a bore 
extending axially therethrough and through said 
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boss, said bore being enlarged at its lower end to 
form a downwardly-facing shoulder, a stem en 
tered in said bore and having an enlarged lower 
end Within the enlarged portion of said bore 
adapted for co-action. With Said downwardly-fac 
ing shoulder, a peg frictionally entered into the 
enlarged lower portion of Said bore, and an op 
erating cord detachably secured to said body por 
tion at its periphery and being adapted to be 
directed in Wardly toward said boss and coiled 
around the same. 

3. A Spinning top, comprising a circular body 
portion having an axial boss at its lower end and 
a bore extending axially therethrough and 
through said boss, said bore being enlarged at its 
lower end to form a downwardly-facing shoul 
der, a stem entered in said bore and having an 
enlarged lower end Within the enlarged portion 
of said bore adapted for co-action. With said shoul 
der, a Wooden pegfrictionally entered into the en 
larged lower portion of Said bore SO that the 
Surrounding Wall of the enlarged portion of Said 
bore serves as a restraining and confining ele 
ment for Said peg, and an Operating cord Self 
detachable from the periphery of said body por 
tion adapted to be directed in Wardly towards Said 
bOSS to be coiled around the Sane. 

4. A Spinning top, comprising a body portion 
formed of wood and being of circular formation, 
said body portion having an axial boss extend 
ing downwardly therefrom and said boss having 
an outstanding annular flange at its lower end to 
form a cord-receiving groove between said flange 
and said body portion, said body portion having 

3 
a groove in its peripheral face parallel with its 
axis and said body portion and boSS having an 
axial bore enlarged at its lower end within Said 
boss to form a downwardly-facing shoulder there 
in and a confining wall for the enlarged portion 
of said bore, a wooden holding stem entered in 
the upper portion of said bore and having a head 
at its lower end within the enlarged lower por 
tion of said bore, said stem projecting upwardly 
from said body portion, and a Wooden peg fric 
tionally entered within the enlarged lower por 
tion of said bore and surrounded by the confin 
ing Wall thereof, Said peg having a doWnWardly 
tapered portion and said downwardly-tapering 
portion having its upper end of larger diameter 
than the portion of the peg entered into said bore 
to provide an upwardly-facing shoulder bearing 
against the lower end of Said boss, and an Oper 
atting cord having an enlargement at One end and 
being entered adjacent Said end within the pe 
ripheral groove of said body portion, said cord 
being adapted to be directed toward the groove 
of said boSS and coiled around the Same. 

5. A spinning top, comprising a body portion 
having an axial boss at its lower end and a bore 
extending axially therethrough and through said 
boss, Said bore being enlarged at its lower end to 
form a down Wardly-facing shoulder, a stem en 
tered in Said bore and having an enlarged lower 
end Within the enlarged portion of Said bore : 
adapted for co-action. With said downwardly-fac 
ing shoulder, and a peg frictionally entered into 
the enlarged lower portion of said bore. 
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