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My invention relates to marking machines for 
marking letters or numbers or both letters and 
numbers or other characters, upon laundry, 
shoes, packages or various types and kinds, and 
Various types of merchandise, or other articles as 
desired. 

Various marking machines have been mark 
eted. 
My invention relates to marking machines for 

marking articles With ink, whether the ink is 
black and indelible, or the normally invisible type 
of ink that can be seen only with the aid of cer 
tain kinds of artificial light or light rays. 
Most marking machines now in use are not 

only complicated but are costly to manufacture. 
Most marking machines now in use that en 

ploy ink, of whatever kind, are very difficult to 
clean, some of them even have to be partially 
Or completely taken apart to clean the dried ink 
from the machine. 
Many marking machines now in use employ 

gears, which not only complicates the machine, 
but raises its cost. - 
Many marking machines that use ink do not 

properly ink the characters before each mark 
ing, by direct non-sliding contact between the 
characters and an ink pad or other inking de 
WCe. 
Many marking machines are quite difficult to 

take apart or to assemble. " .. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

marking machine for marking in ink, letters or 
numbers or both or other characters, which is 
simple, and which is cheap to manufacture. 
A further object is to provide a machine from 

which the dried ink can easily and quickly be 
cleaned without in any way taking the machine 
apart. . 

A further object is to provide such a machine 
which contains no gears whatever. 
A further object is to provide such a machine 

in which the inking pad is properly applied to 
the characters before each marking action, and 
by direct and non-sliding contact between the 
ink pad and the characters. 
A further object is to provide such a machine, 

which may be easily and quickly taken apart or 
assembled. 

I provide the above objects by a frame work 
composed of two side members and carrying a 
series of character sight quadrants, each sight 
quadrant displaying the letters and numbers or 
other characters which the machine is adapted 
to mark. - 

Each sight quadrant has a series of location 
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notches which are located adjacent the charac 
ters. 
The frame. Work also pivotally mounts a con 

centric Series of marking or character quadrants 
which carry, the characters for marking the de 
sired letters or figures or other characters, and 
these marking quadrants are concentric with the 
Sight quadrants mentioned above. 
The marking quadrants also each carry a 

Spring-held pivotally-mounted locking handle 
constructed to normally fit into the location 
notches of the sight quadrants, and thereby 
properly locate the marking quadrants to mark 
the character which is adjacent the location 
notch Selected. 
The sight quadrants and a stiffener quadrant, 

are attached together in one unit, which unit is 
at One end pivotally mounted upon the said 
frame work and at the other end is attached to 
the frame work by Spring-held catches, the re 
lease of which catches permits the sight quad 
rant unit to be SWung about its pivotal mounting 
on the framework, so that the characters of the 
marking quadrants will be exposed for easy 
cleaning. - ' ' ... . 

The inking of the characters and the marking 
is accomplished by a marking bellcrank which is 
pivotally mounted upon the said framework, and 
which bell-crank has at the upper end of the 
upper arm a platten, and at the end of the other 
arm of the bell-crank a pivotal connection with 
an ink pad arm. - - - 

The marking bellcrank is pivotally connected 
by a Spring-held toggle to a roller which rolls 
against the ink pad arm and resiliently main 
tains contact of the cam on the ink pad arm with 
a roller carried by the frame work. 
This is so constructed that as the platten is 

first forced toward the characters, the ink pad 
arm moves quickly to bring its ink pad directly. 
into contact with the characters as set, and then 
as the platten is moved further towards the char 
acters, the cam construction moves the ink pad 
directly away from the characters and then 
downward out of the way of the platten before 
the article that is to be marked can touch the ink 
pad of the ink pad arm. 
Thus there is no smearing or sliding of the ink 

pad while it is against the characters. 
All Of the above and other details Will be more 

clearly hereinafter described and will be under 
stood by reference to the drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a side elevation in partial section, 

of my marking machine, with three dotted line 
positions of setting handles indicated, and also a, 
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dotted line position of a setting handle at the 
character dash (-) position shown to indicate 
the position used for cleaning the sides of the 
character or marking quadrants. 

Figure 2 is an elevation of the marking machine 
looking in the direction of the arrow , of Fig 
lure 1. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view of the narking 
machine on the line 3-3 of Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is an enlarged detail view of the 

marking bellcrank and the ink pad arm and 
aSSociated parts, shown in the position for print 
ing the characters. 

Figure 5 is an enlarged detail in partial section, 
of the upper right hand portion of the marking 
machine as shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 6 is an enlarged sectional detail cn the 
line 6-6 of Figure 1. 

Figure 7 is an enlarged sectional detail of a 
portion of Figure 5. - 
The frame work side members , are pro 

vided With the mounting feet 2, 2, through which 
proper bolts or Screws may be passed for properly 
mounting the machine upon a base or bench or 
other foundation. Any other proper method of 
holding the machine in place may be used, if de 
sired, 
The two side frame members , are bolted 

together at the proper distance from each other 
by the bolts and nuts 3, 3 and the spacer tubes 
4, 4 or any other proper means may be employed 
to properly attach and Space the frame side 
members. , . 

The two frame side members are also attached 
and Spaced by means of the sight quadrant 
bracket 5, which is secured to each of the side 
frame members by the bolts and nuts 6. 
The sight quadrant head is pivotally attached 

to the sight quadrant bracket 5 by means of the 
removable pivot pin 8. 
The sight quadrants 9 and the sight quadrant 

stiffener it connect the sight quadrant head 7 
and the sight quadrant base , to form a single 
sight quadrant unit which is pivotally mounted 
on the quadrant bracket 5 by the pivot pin 8. 
'The spring-held catches 2, act to removably 

lock the sight quadrant unit (composed of the 
sight quadrants 9, the quadrant stiffener ( ), the 
sight quadrant head 7 and the base if) to the 
frame work in operating position. 
Any other proper construction for removably 

locking the sight quadrant unit in place on the 
frame work may be used, if desired, so long as 
it provides the same results. 
When the spring-held catches 2 are released, 

the sight quadrant unit may be raised upward 
about its pivot pin 8 for the cleaning of the 
characters of the character or marker quadrants, 
as will be seen hereinafter. - - - 
The sight quadrants 9 are each provided with 

the letters of the alphabet from A to Z, as shown, 
and with the numerals from 1 to 0 and with the 
dash - as shown. 
The marking or character quadrants 3 are 

pivotally mounted upon the rounded shouldered 
through-bolt 4, held against one of the side 
frame members , by the nut 5, and held against 
the other side frame member 1, by the spacer f6, 
the washer T and the nut 8. 
Between adjacent character quadrants 3 are 

the spacers 9, and between each side frame 
member , and the adjacent character quadrant 
is a spacer 20. - 
The shoulder of the bolt 4 is rounded for ease 
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in passing the bolt 4 through the quadrants 3 
and the Spacers 9 and 20, in assembling. 
Thus the construction acts to attach and 

Space the side frame members at the bolt 4 
and also to Space the character quadrants 3 so 
they Will be held properly in place and yet free 
enough for easy movement of the quadrants f3 
about the bolt 4. 
Any other proper construction for pivotally 

mounting and Spacing the marker quadrants may 
be employed, if desired, So long as the Sanne de 
Sired results are provided. 
Each character quadrant 3 is provided with a 

Setting handle 2, which is pivotally mounted, as 
at 22 and Which is spring-held by the spring 22 
in the direction of the arrow H in Figure 3. 
Each Setting handle 2A has a Wedge shaped 

croSS Sectional portion 2 adapted to fit into the 
series of wedge shaped location notches 9' of the 
sight quadrants 9, as shown in Figure 7. 
Each character quadrant has, adjacent the 

quadrant head 7, a location notch 9' for the neu 
tral position of the marking or character quad 
rant, in which neutral position of the character 
quadrant, no character Will be printed. 
Each character or marking quadrant 3 has all 

the letters of the alphabet and the numerals from 
1 to 0 and the dash - and any other characters 
desired; but it should be especially noted that 
these characters are in the reverse order to that 
of the characters on the sight quadrants. 

For instance, when a handle 2 is moved from 
the neutral position, or location notch 9' to the 
letter A on the sight quadrant, the character 
quadrant will be moved only till the character Ais 
in the printing position, 
When the handle 2 is moved to the character 

Z on the Sight quadrant, the character quadrant 
will be noved till the character Z is in the print 
ing position. 
And when any handle 2 is released its spring 

22 will move the Wedge lock 2' of the handle 2 
about the pivot 22' and into the location notch 
$' of the sight quadrant 9, so the character quad 
rant Will be properly locked in place. 
When all the handles 2 are set in the neutral 

position (the location notch 9') the catches 2 
may be released and the sight quadrant unit 
may then be moved upward about the pivot pin 8 
So that all the characters of all the character 
quadrants will be exposed and easy to clean. 

For cleaning the sides of the character quad 
rants, each character quadrant should be sep 
arately moved till its handle 2 is in the last 
location notch 9 for the character dash -. 
This is the position illustrated by the handle 

2 as at arrow of Figure 1, which position is 
partially shown by broken dotted lines. 
When in this position, both sides of the char 

acter quadrant can be easily cleaned. One quad 
rant should be cleaned at a time. 
The clearance handle 24 also carries the clear 

ance bracket 25, which has the clearance fingers 
26. 
These fingers 26 are aligned with the location 

notches 9' of the sight quadrants 9. 
The mounting of the clearance arm 23 on the 

Spacer 6 centers the clearance bracket 25 con 
centric With the character quadrants 3 and the 
Sight quadrants 9. 

So, when a mark has been printed and an 
other mark is then required, the clearance handle 
24 may be raised and when this is clone the 
fingers 26 Will contact the wedge shaped locks 
2 of the handles 2 and force them back out 
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of the location notches 9', and all of the handles 
2f and their character quadrants. 3 will be moved 
back to the neutral position (the location notches 
9') and the machine is then ready for the 
markers to be set for making the next mark. 
The stop 4 is mounted on the bolt 3 and tube 

4 to, normally, locate the clearance handle 24 
and the clearance bracket 25. - 
Any other proper construction for normally 

locating the clearance handle and bracket may 
be employed if desired, provided it gives the de 
sired results. 
The marking bellcrank (Figures 1 and 4) 2 is 

pivotally mounted on the bolt 28, which attaches 
the two side frame members by means of the 
nuts 29. . . 
The platten 30 is mounted on the bellcrank 2 

and is constructed to operate with the type of 
article to be marked and is of rubber or Some 
other proper material. 
The cam-operating bolt 3 passes through slots 

in the frame side members , and is held in 
place by the nuts 32. : 
The bolt 3 has the two flanges 33, 33 pressed, 

peened, Welded or otherwise positioned on the 
bolt 3. 
The roller 34 is free to revolve on the bolt 3 

between the flanges 33, 33. 
The adjusting screws 35, 35 are threaded 

through the lugs in the side members , and ; 
act to properly adjust the location of the roller 
34. 
Any other proper construction for mounting 

and adjusting the location of the roller 34 may 
be used, if desired, provided that thereby the 
proper results may be obtained. 
The ink pad arm 36 is provided with the ink 

paid 37 and is pivotally mounted at 38 upon the 
arm 27 of the bellcrank 27. 
The ink paid 37 is to be properly impregnated 

with the ink to be used to do the marking. 
The ink pad arm 36' is provided with the can 

39 which rolls against the roller 34, the cam 
being designed to press the ink paid 37 against 
the characters as set for printing upon the first 
portion of the in Ward movement of the platten 
30. Thereafter, further inward movement of the 
platten 30 moves the ink pad 37 directly away 
from the characters and then downward quickly 
out of the way of the platten 3G. 
The adjustment of the location of the bolt Sl 

by means of the screws 35, assists in the proper 
adjustment of the action of the ink pad 37 with 
respect to the action of the platten 38. 
The toggle 40 is pivotally mounted at 4 upon 

the bellcrank 27 and its pivotally mounted roller 
is resiliently held in contact with the ink pad 
arm 36 by the action of the spring 42. 
As the platten 39, With the article to be marked 

in contact With its forward face, is first moved 
toward the characters, the cam 39 contacting 
the roller 34 permits the spring 42 and the toggle 
40 and its roller 43 to force the ink pad 3 di 
rectly... against the characters of the character 
quadrants, and thereby apply the ink to the char 
acters. 
As the platten 3 and the article to be marked 

are then moved further toward the characters 
the cam 39 and the roller 34 act to quickly move 
the ink pad 37 directly aWay from the characters 
Without sliding the ink pad along the charac 
ters, and then downWardly, and by the time the 
platten 30 and the article to be marked are ad 
jacent the characters, the ink pad 3 has moved 
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down Wardly out of the way, as shown in Fig 
ure 1. 

In operating my machine, as many of the 
handles 2 as the number of marks desired, are 
moved to the right to release them, and each 
handle 2 is then moved to the character on the 
sight quadrant desired and the handle wedge 
2 is released into the locking notch 9 of that 
character in the sight quadrant 9, thus locking 
the character quadrant in place. 
When the desired number of marks are thus 

correctly set, the article to be marked is placed 
against the front of the platten 30 and the bell 
crank 27 is then forced toward the characters, 
the first portion of the movement of the bell 
crank 27 pressing the ink pad 37 against the 
characters. 
The platten 3G and the article to be marked 

are then forced further toward the characters, 
till contact is made and the mark is printed. 
As this is done the ink pad 37 is quickly with 

drawn directly away from the characters with 
out, Smearing or sliding over the characters and 
the ink pad 37 is then moved quickly downward 
out of the Way and the article to be printed is 
then pressed against the freshly inked charac 
ters and the impression and printing is thereby 
Inade. 
In taking my machine apart the spring-held 

catches 2 may be released and the pivot pin 8 
removed and the sight quadrant unit may be 
then removed from the frame. Work. 
The nut 5 may then be removed from the 

bolt A; the nut 8, washer 7 and clearance 
arm 23 removed, and the bolt .4 then removed 
and the character quadrants 9, handles 2 and 
Spacers 2 and 9 may then be removed. 
The nuts 29 and bolt 28 may then be removed 

and this permits the removal of the bellcrank 27 
and the ink pad arm. 36. 

ihis leaves only the two side members, f, if 
which are held together still by the quadrant 
bracket 5, bolts and nuts 6, and the bolts and 
nuts 3 and spacer tubes 4. 

It should be noted that when any of the han 
diles are set in a position, they are locked in 
that position, and the corresponding character 
quadrant is thereby locked in that position, by 
means of the co-operation of the wedge lock 2' 
and the locking notch 9 of the sight quadrant 9. 

It should also be noted that if it is desired to 
mark a series of articles, all with the same pre 
fix, or under the same serial, the first handle, 2 
starting at the left, should be left undisturbed 
and set at the prefix desired, while the entire 
Series of articles, all with the same prefix, are 
marked. 
This means that While a series of articles are 

thus being marked with the same prefix, the 
clearance lever should not be moved. This Will 
Save re-setting the prefix for each mark. 

It should also be noted that observation of the 
Sight quadrant characters at which the different 
handles 2 are set, shows the characters that are 
Set up and are in the printing position, without 
the necessity of looking directly at the character 
Quadrants and the characters that are set there 
On in the printing position. 

Having now described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to protect by Letters 
Patent, is as follows: 

1. In a marking machine for use in marking 
articles in laundries and the like, a framework 
having feet for attaching the marking machine 
to a table or other proper base, a cylindrical 
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mounting element supported on said framework, 
a plurality of printing segments pivotally mount 
ed on said mounting element and movable from 
a Zero position, each segment having a trans 
versely movable, spring-held, setting and locking 
handle having a face remote from said zero po 
sition Square with said segment and a face to 
ward said zero position that is beveled, a quickly 
removable character bearing cover plate mounted 
on the framework and provided with slots for 
the reception of the movable setting and locking 
handles of the segments, the edge of each slot 
having handle receiving notches adjacent char 
acters on said cover plate, the notch faces re 
mote from said zero position being square with 
the said slot and the notch faces toward said 
Zero position being beveled, whereby the beveled 
faces of the handles co-operate with the beveled 
faces of the cover plate, and the square faces of 
the handles co-operate with the Square faces of 
the cover plate, and a clearance lever pivotally 
mounted upon said mounting element and hav 
ing a cross bar having a plurality of bevel faced 
fingers whose beveled faces are each adapted to 
contact a setting handle and force the bevel face 
of said handle against the adjacent bevel face 
of said cover plate, whereby the action of the 
bevel faces of the fingers of the clearance lever 
cross bar and the bevel faces of the setting han 
dles and of the cover plate will combine to move 
the setting handles transversely and thereby re 
move them from the cover plate notches and fur 
ther movement of the clearance lever will move 
all segment handles to the Zero position. 

2. In a marking machine for use in marking 
articles in laundries and the like, a frameWOrk 
having feet for attaching the marking machine 
to a table or other proper base, a cylindrical 
mounting element Supported on said frameWork, 
a plurality of printing segments pivotally mount 
ed on said mounting element and movable from 
a zero position, each segment having a trans 
versely movable, spring-held, setting and locking 
handle having a face remote from Said Zero po 
sition square with said segment and a face to 
ward said Zero position that is beveled, a quickly 
removable character bearing cover plate mounted 
on the framework and provided with slots for the 
reception of the movable setting and locking han 
dles of the segments, the edge of each slot having 
handle receiving notches adjacent characters. On 
said cover plate, the notch faces remote from Said 
zero position being square with the said slot and 
the notch faces toward said zero position being 
beveled, whereby the beveled faces of the handles 
co-operate with the beveled faces of the cover 
plate, and the square faces of the handles co-op 
erate with the square faces of the cover plate, and 
a clearance lever pivotally mounted upon said 
mounting element and having a croSS bar having 
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a plurality of beveled faces each adapted to con 
tact a setting handle and force the beveled face 
of Said handle against the adjacent beveled face 
of Said cover plate, whereby the action of the 
beveled faces of the cross bar of the clearance 
lever, and the bevel faces of the setting handles 
and of the cover plate will combine to move the 
Setting handles transversely and thereby remove 
then from the cover plate notches and further 
movement of the clearance lever will move all 
Segment handles to the Zero position, and man 
ually operated inking means mounted on said 
frameWork for inking the segment characters 
as Set. 

3. In a marking machine for use in marking 
articles in laundries and the like, a framework, 
a cylindrical mounting element supported on said 
framework, a plurality of printing segments piv 
otally mounted on said mounting element and 
Inovable from a zero position, each segment hav 
ing a transversely movable, spring-held, setting 
and locking handle having a face remote from 
Said Zero position Square with said segment and 
a face toward said Zero position that is beveled, 
a quickly removable character bearing cover plate 
mounted on the framework and provided with 
Slots for the reception of the movable setting and 
locking handles of the segments, the edge of 
each slot having handle receiving notches adja 
cent characters on said cover plate, the notch 
faces remote from Said zero position being square 
With the Said slot and the notch faces toward 
Said Zero position being beveled, whereby the bew 
eled faces of the handles co-operate with the 
beveled faces of the cover plate, and the square 
faces of the handles co-operate with the square 
faces of the cover plate, and a clearance lever 
pivotally mounted upon said mounting element 
and having a croSS bar having a plurality of bev 
eled faces each adapted to contact a setting han 
dle and force the beveled face of said handle 
against the adjacent beveled face of said cover 
plate, Whereby the action of the beveled faces of 
the cross bar of the clearance lever, and the bevel 
faces of the setting handles and of the cover plate 
Will combine to move the setting handles trans 
versely and thereby remove them from the cover 
plate notches, and further movement of the clear 
ance lever Will move all segment handles to the 
Zero position, an inking means mounting element 
carried by the framework, and manually oper 
ated inking means mounted upon said inking 
means mounting element for inking the segment 
characters as Set, the removal from said frame 
Work of said cylindrical mounting element and 
Said inking means mounting element, permitting 
Said Segments and said inking means to be com 
pletely removed from said framework for clean 
ing and drying. 

GEORGE C. GETTMAN. 


