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To aid, whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMES BALLARD, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Peoria, 
in the county of Peoria and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful In 
provements in Finish for House-Interiors; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the Same. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in the finishing of house 
interiors, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
of this specification. 
My invention relates to that class of finish 

for house-interiors which is made of hard 
wood and where perfectly smooth surfaces 
are desired, but may be used with any finish, 
and has for its object the improvement in the 
application of such finish. Its novelty will 
be herein set forth, and specifically pointed 
out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a front elevation of a complete door-frame as 
applied to the Wall-opening. Fig. 2 is an en 
larged sectional view showing the fastening 
device. Fig. 3 is an enlarged transverse sec 
tional view of the fastening means attached 
to the studding and door-jamb. Fig. 4 is a 
detail view of a looped plate and lug, which 
is one of the forms of fastening means in my 
improvement. Fig. 5 is also a detail view of 
the loop and lug. 
In Fig. 1, FE are moldings applied perpen 

dicularly to the wall-opening. C is also a 
molding. M M are door - jambs. Z' is a 
head-block, and Z shows in dotted lines the 
position of a head-block. G. G. are plinth 
blocks. it are base-boards. A is a looped 
strap. D d" refer to the respective parts of a 
lug which is purposed to engage with the 
looped strap and secure the facing or finish 
in the position desired. B is a looped plate, 
and O is the inside facing at the top of the 
door. L I are studdings. 

In Fig. 2, A is a looped strap provided with 
two raised portions and with corresponding 
depressions, and further provided with screw 
holes on either side of the respective raised 

portions, and with the looped strap larger at 
the end, (designated by K.) 

In Fig. 3, L is the studding. M is the jamb, 
I a lath, and Athe looped strap, Screwed upon 
or otherwise fastened to the jamb-lath and 
studding. PP' are loop-holes in the looped 
strap A. TT are raised points. 

In Fig. 4, B is a looped plate. J° is a raised 
portion or loop in the plate. D d' are the 
respective parts of a lug engaging the loop 
in the plate B, and T is a raised point. 
In the application of my improvement it 

will be seen that the looped strap and the 
plate provided with the loop are adjusted at 
different points on the joist and lath about 
the wall-opening; and, further, it will be seen 
that wherever the looped strap A is applied 
the enlarged endis always attached to the door 
jamb or inside facing of the frame, and in the 
location and securing of this looped strap the 
plastering or Wood about the opening is 
gouged away until the looped strap can be 
embedded in such a manner that the highest 
point of the raised portions (designated by 
T) bears slightly above the surface of the 
plastering and slightly above the edge of the 
jamb or the inside facing, as is shown in Fig. 
3, the dotted lines being used to show the sur 
face of the plastering. This figure shows the 
jamb dug out or cut away in Such a manner 
as to form a bearing for the enlarged ends of 
the looped strap A. 
When it is desired to adjust the molding 

or any part of the finish in position by plac 
ing the desired piece in its proper position 
and over the looped straps or plates provided 
With the raised points and pressing it against 
the points on Said straps and plates, the 
marks made by the points indicate the exact 
position that the lugs will occupy upon the 
under surface of the finish, and they being 
so located the engaging lug is forced into the 
loop-holes of the looped straps or looped plates, 
thus firmly securing the finish in the desired 
position. The plinth-blocks are attached in 
the same manner by using either the looped 
plate or the looped strap, the looped plates 
being embedded in the same manner as the 
looped Straps. Either form of engaging loops 
may be used and is used, according to the ad 
vantage gained. 

It Will be understood that the above-de 

55 

o 

75 

85 

90 

95 

I do. 



O 

25 

2 466,897 

scribed loops and engaging device may be 
used in connection with and as a fastening 
means for any part of the inside finish for 
houses, as with the molding base-board, the 
jambs, head and plinth blocks, stop-stools 
and aprons, or any part of the finish. 

It is well known among architects, con 
tractors, builders, and carpenters in general 
that where nails or screws are required to be 
used as a fastening means of the interior of 
the houses it is a difficult matter to put on 
the finish without marring the surface of 
the same and it is impossible to put on such 
finish without the nail-holes appearing in the 
surface in which they are driven, as putty, 
paint, or varnish will not conceal the places. 
where they are driven. By means of myim 
proved fastening means an inside finish is 
provided with perfectly smooth surfaces, with 
nothing appearing to mar or injure its ap 
pearance, and is held in position as firmly as 
though nails or screws were used to secure 
the same, and the finish may be detached 
from the wall-opening or from any position 
or place where it may be fastened by merely 
detaching the engaging lugs from the lugs in 
the looped straps or plates. 
be seen that there is an advantage in the use 
of my improved fastening means in connec 
tion with the adjustments of the various 
parts of the finish, inasmuch as nails and 
screws are dispensed with and perfectly 
smooth surfaces are obtained. 

It will therefore 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In combination with the finish for house 
interiors, the looped strap A, provided with 
loops PP and having the enlarged end K, 
and the raised points TT, and the lugs D D 
to engage the looped strap A, all substantially 
as described and set forth. 

2. As a securing or fastening means for in 
terior of houses, the looped strap A, having 
suitable screw-holes and with the enlarged 
ends and provided with the loops PP' and 
the points TT, with the lug having the re 
spective parts D d' to engage the loop-strap 
A, in combination, substantially as described 
and set forth. 

3. In combination with finish for house-in 
teriors, the loop-strap A, with the enlarged end 
IK and having suitable screw-holes provided 
with the loops PP' and the points TT, and the 
looped plate B, having suitable screw-holes 55 
provided with the loop J and the point T, 
the lugs having the respective parts D d' to 
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engage the looped strap A and the looped 
plate B, all substantially as described and 
set forth. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
- JAMES BALLARD. 

Witnesses: 
W. E. PAGE, 
W. W. TEFET. 


