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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Fraxg M. DUCKWORTH, 2 citizen
of the United States, residing in Bridgewater, county of
Plymouth, and State of Massachusetts, have invented
an Improvement in Applauding Devices and the Like,
of which the following deseription, in connection with
the accompanying drawing, is a specification, like let-
ters on the drawing representing like parts.

This invention has for its object the production of a
novel device for applauding, it being used instead of
“clapping the hands” the usual custom of approving
anything well done, my device being for use on patri-
otic or festive occasions as a harmless noise maker:

My applauder comprises a resonant member and one
or more connected strikers that, as the resonant mem-
beris shaken, will strike the gide or sides of the resonant
member.

Figure 1 in perspective shows one of my applauding
devices in one of the best forms now known to me, and
Tig. 2 a side elevation thereof.

The applauding device shown comprises a resonant
menther A extended to forn a hand piece A, said mem-
ber being preferably of wood. At one or both sides of
{he resonant member T provide a striker B that may be
made from any flexible springy material, I cmploying
for sale of lightness of weight, cheapress and durability
leatheroid, thin hard - pressed Teather- board or their
equivalents, and foramore expensiveapplauder Imight
make the striker or strikers of celluloid, or hard-rubber
or like hard compound capable of heing made in shect
form and bent to present their ends to strike the side of
the resonant central member.  The strikers are not an
integral part of the resonant member and are preferably
of a different material and wider than the resonant
member. The stifkers shown are connected at or near
one end to the resonant member by a strong flexible
band @ cemented thereabout, and the hand and strikers
are further united to the resonant member by a fas-
tening b that may be tacks. That the endsof thestrikers
may be inturned or put in position to strike the
resonantmember, Thave combined with the strikerspo-
sitioning means shown as cord cextended through holes
in the strikers, thenceled downwardly toward the oppo-
site ends of the strikers and passed between the strikers
and the resonant member, the cord being exposed at
the handle that it may be pulled upon to curve the
strikers more o less and retain them in their operative
positions where they present their ends in position to
strike the resonant member. .

I may in some instances so bend the strikers perma-
nently that they will occupy normally the position
shown by full lines in the drawings, but when the ap-
plauders are to be marketed in large quantities and the
size of the package needs to be taken into considera-
tion, or when sent by mail, the strikers may be left sub-

stantially straight, as shown by dotted lines 2, Fig. 2,

and when to be used the cord may be drawn to bend and

retain the strikers in their operative positions shown by
the full lines.

The inner extremity of each striker is shown as enter-
ing a socket ¢ preferably of metal and having upturned
sides with over-hanging flanges ¢/. The applauder is
shown as provided with a card f the lower end of which
may be inserted in the socket e and be secured to the
striker and resonant member by 2 fastening g. 'This
card may he of any suitable material and if the material
is hard enough to be resilient, it will, by acting on the
strikers tend to keep their acting ends in yielding con-
tact with the resilient member. This card may be
used as an advertising medium or be ornamented to
suit any occasion on which the applauder may be used.

The strikers may be made of any color, as for instance
crimson, and blue, if to be used at the football games;
or be ornamented suitably for use on the Fourth of July,
Christmas, or other special days or occasions. Itisob-
vious that my invention would not.be departed from
5f hut one striker was used and that at one side of the
yegonant member, the noeise or racket being less with
one striker.

Taving fully described my invention, what I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is—

1.  An applauding device comprising a resonant member,
a flexibie striker connected thereto, and means secured to
the device to transversely curve the striker.

2. An applauding device comprising a resonant member,
a plurality of flexible strikers connected thereto capable
of being laid flat oun the regsonant member, and means to
curve the strikers at will and retain them in said position.

3. An applauding device comprising a resonant member,
a flexible striker connected thereto, means to transversely
curve the striker, and means for vetaining thé striker in
its curved position.

4. An applauding device comprising & resonant member,
a flexible striker connected thereto, means connected to the
free end of the striker whereby gaid striker may Dbe curved
at will and retained in curved position.

5. An applanding device ¢comprising a resonant member,
a plurality of flexible strikers connected thereto, cords se-
cured one to the free end of each striker whereby the
strikers may be curved at will, and means for securing
the. opposite ends of snid cords in position after the de-
sired cuvvature in the strikers has been made.

6. In an applanding device, a resonant member a striker
and a card, said striker and card being connected with the
resonant member.

7..An applauding device comprising a resonant member,
a striker connceted thereto, a pand encircling the striker
and resonant member, a cord attached to the free end of
gaid striker, the opposite end of said cord adapted to Dbe
passed between the resopant member and the striker at
the point where said resonant member and striker are se-
cured tpgether and retained therein by friction.

In testimony
specification,

whereof, I have signed my name to this
in the presence of two subgcribing witnesses.

FRANK M. DUCKWORTH.

Witnesses :
Gro. W. GREGORY,
MARGARET A. DUNN.
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