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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
DAVID LEETE KANE, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

RULE. 

1,130,610. specification of Letters Patent. Patented Mar. 2, 1915. 
Application filed July 28, 1914. Serial No. 853,758. 

To all whom it may concern: . . . 
Be it known that I, DAVID LEETE KANE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Oakley, Cincinnati, in the county of Hamil 
ton and State of Ohio, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Rules, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to rules and level 

devices such as are used by bricklayers, ma 
sons, and like artisans, the primary object 
being to provide a device of this character 
which is sectional in construction whereby 
the sections may be separated and stored 

in a tool-box, or the like for the purpose of transportation. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a sectional rule whose sections are con 
structed so that they may be joined securely 
and in true alinement with each other. 
A still further object is to provide a rule 

of this nature whose Sections are each com 
posed of a body of soft wood or the like, and 
facing strips therefor which are constructed 
of hard wood, or other durable material. 
The invention consists in the features of 

construction, combination, and arrangement 
of parts, hereinafter fully described and 
claimed, reference being had to the accom panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary side elevation 
of the device; Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional 
view on line 2-2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a 
longitudinal sectional view on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a similar sectional view on 
line 4-4 of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is a vertical sec 
tional view on line 5-5 of Fig. 2; Fig. 6 is 
a perspective view of the joint end of one 
rule section; and, Fig. 7 is a similar view of 
the said section end looking at the same from 
the opposite side. 

Referring to the drawings, is will be seen 
that the body of the rule is divided into 
three sections, which include the terminal 
sections 1 and 2 and the intermediate section 
3, each of which includes a body portion 4 
which is constructed of some soft and inex 
pensive wood, or the like. Facing strips 5 
of hard wood are secured in suitable manner 
to the upper and lower edges of the body of 
the intermediate section and terminate in 
spaced relation to the ends thereof with the 
beveled faces 6. 

Each terminal section is provided in its 
inner end, and the intermediate section in 
each of its ends, with a longitudinally taper 

ing dove-tailed recess 7 equal in depth to 
one-half the thickness of the body and open 
ing through its end face and one side face 
thereof. A longitudinally tapering and . . 
dove-tailed tongue 9 is formed upon eaeh of 
these Section ends in prolongation of the 
inner wall of the corresponding recess for 
reception within the recess 7 of the adjacent 
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Section end, the tongue of the latter section 
being adapted to fit within the socket of the 
first section. The end face 9 of each tongue 
is inclined correspondingly with the inner 
end wall 10 of the receiving recess of the 
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coacting section, whereby the joint will be . . 
rendered more secure when the sections are 
united. In order to strengthen the joint 
further, the end faces of the body of each 
Section above and below its recess are in 
clined, as at 11, and the adjacent faces above 
and below the tongue are correspondingly 
inclined as at 12, in parallel relation to the 
faces 11, whereby a vertical, longitudinally 
extending shoulder 13 is formed between the 
same to resist lateral, relative movement of 
the joined section ends. Transverse open 
ings 14 are provided in the tongue and in the 
inner Wall of the recess of each section end, 
which are adapted to a line with similar 
openings in the interlocking parts of the 
coacting section end for the reception of the 
connecting bolt members 15, which in this 
instance are shown to be of the type com 
monly known as “saw handle screws’, in 
order that there will be no outwardly pro 
jecting ends, the heads thereof being coun 
tersunk in the outer side faces of the body 
portions of the respective sections. 
At each joint between the sections, detach 

able facing strip sections 16 are fitted 
against the upper and lower edges of the 
meeting ends in staggered relation to the 
joint and have their ends beveled corre 
spondingly to the ends 6 of the permanently 
connected facing strip sections for even en 
gagement, thereWith. These detachable sec 
tions extend to the outer ends of the termi 
nal sections of the rule body, and are adapt 
ed to be connected at their opposite ends 
to the respective section ends of the rule by 
means of the vertical securing bolts 17, 
which are mounted within the openings 18 
therein. - 

As shown in the drawings, the terminal 
Sections of the rule are provided preferably 
with spirit tubes 19 which are arranged at 
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right angles to the longitudinal axis of the 
rule and are thus adapted for use in planing 
vertical surfaces. Alongitudinally extend 
ing spirit tube 20 is provided medially with 
in the intermediate section for use in level 
ing horizontal Surfaces. rom the foregoing description, taken 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, it should be apparent that have pro 

10 vided a combined rule and level device which 
is adapted to be manufactured cheaply, and 
is composed of detachable sections which 

i may be joined together in such a manner as 
to provide a body whose straight edges are 
in true alinement and uninterrupted. When 5 - - - 

the Sections are disconnected, they may be 

and hardwood facing strips therefor, and 

stored conveniently in a minimum amount 
of space, whereby the transportation of the 
device in the ordinary tool-kit from place to 
place, as is often found desirable in practice, 
will be facilitated. . 

... The main features of the construction are 
the provision of separable sections, each of 
which includes, a body that may be con 
structed of soft wood or the like material, 
the specific form of interlocking joint be 
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tween the sections. It is to be understood, 
however, that minor changes in the details 
of construction, such as fall within the scope 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for Washington, D. C.” 
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of the appended claim, may be resorted to 
in practice whenever necessary. . 
What is claimed is: A rule of the class described comprising 

an elongated body including separable sec 
tions, one end of each section being pro 
vided with a longitudinally tapering dove 
tailed recess opening through one of its side 
faces, a longitudinally tapering dove-tailed 
projection formed upon the said end of each 
section in prolongation of the inner wall of 
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the recess for reception within the recess of . 
the companion section when the sections are 
united, and means for Securing the tongue 
of one section end detachably within the 45 
recess of the other section end, the joint end 
of each Section being provided above and 
below its recess and tongue respectively with 
parallel, longitudinally inclined faces form 
-ing shoulders therebetween adapted to in 
terlock with the corresponding shoulders of 
the coacting joint end of the adjacent sec 
tion. 

in presence of two witnesses. - 
DAVID LEETE KANE. 

Witnesses: 
ALICE D. CORDES, 
CLIFFORD F. CoRDEs. 

five cents each, by addressing the . * Commissioner of Patents, 
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature 


