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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, RosAMONDL. JoHNSON, 

a citizen of the United States of America. 
and resident of Port Orchard, in the county 
of Kitsap and State of Washington, have in 
vented a new and useful Improvement in 
Muster-Check Boards, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

muster check boards, and has for its princi 
pal object to provide a device of that char 
acter which permits a speedy checking in of 
employees reporting for duty, an easy re 
cording of the checks after a reporting pe 
riod and the simultaneous resetting of all 
the individual checks on the board in readi 
ness for the following reporting period. 

It is also an object of the invention to pro 
vide a muster checkboard of the above char 
acter, whereon the muster checks are perma 
nently retained in a pivotal manner which 
permits each check to be reversed on the 
board to indicate by the position assumed, 
whether or not the employee assigned thereto 
has, or has not, reported for duty, and to 
provide mechanical means whereby the 
checks may be released so that they will 
automatically clear the board for the follow 
ing report. 

in accomplishing these and other objects 
of the invention, I have provided the im 
proved details of structure, the preferred 
forms of which are illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front view of a muster check 
board constructed according to the present 
invention, showing the checks in different 
positions. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged end view of the de 
vice, illustrating the check releasing, or re 
Setting mechanism. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical Section of a 
part of the device on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of one 
of the checks and its retaining dog. 

Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view illus 
trating an alternative construction of check 
and check-holding dog. 

Figs. 6 and 7 are two different construct 
tions for supporting the checks in upturned 
position, which could be used instead of the 
dogs. 

ig. 8 is a perspective view of a check cov 
ering plate. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings; 
1 designates the muster check board as a 
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whole, which comprises an open front box 
construction, having a back wall 2, opposite 
side Walls 3 and 4, top and bottom walls 5 
and 6, respectively, and one or more vertical 
partitions 7, the number of which is deter 
mined by the length of device constructed 
and the character of the check used in the 
device. 
Mounted within the box, by extending the 

Same through alining apertures 8, in the end 
Walls and partitions thereof, are a plurality 
of horizontally disposed rods designated al 
ternately by numerals 9 and 10; the rods 9 
each being adapted for pivotally supporting 
thereon a plurality of spaced-apart muster 
checks 11, and the ends thereof terminate 
Within the end walls of the board, and the 
rods 10 are revolubly mounted, and at one 
end extend from the bar to permit the attach 
ment thereto of mechanism whereby they 
may be partially rotated, as will be presently 
described. 
Mounted on each of the rods 10 within the 

box, in coöperative relation to the checks 
that are mounted on the rods 9, adjacently. 
below the same, are depending latch dogs 12 
whereby the ends of the checks may be re 
leasably retained to hold the checks in an 
inverted position. r 
A preferred type of dog, or latch, em 

ployed comprises a downwardly tapered 
member having a downwardly opening notch 
14 at its lower end and provided at its upper 
end with a slot 15, adapted to receive a pin 
16 therethrough which extends into the rod 
mounting the dog to retain the latter against 
movement longitudinally of the rod but per 
mits a limited rearward Swinging movement 
of the lower end of the dog. 
The preferred type of muster check used, 

as shown particularly in Figs. 1 and 3, con 
sists of a flat plate having wings 17 bent 
rearwardly from its opposite side edges at 
its upper end which are provided with aper 
tures 17 for receiving the rods 9. These 
plates are of such length that when swung 
pivotally upward their swinging ends will 
engage the lower end of their respective atch 
dogs on the rods next above the same to 
Swing the dogs slightly rearwardly and per 
mit the plates’ ends to drop within the end 
notches of the dogs and to thereby retain 
the plates in this inverted position until they 
are released by a forward movement of the 
dogs, produced by partially rotating their 
supporting shafts. 
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The means for retaining the checks prop 
erly spaced on their supporting shafts com 
prises staples 19, Fig. 4, which are extended 
into the shafts 9 to inclose wings of the 
plates to prevent any movement thereoflon 
gitudinally of the shaft. 
The means for simultaneously actuating 

the rods 10 to move the dogs to release all 
of the plates which may be retained, com 
prises a vertical shaft 25, operatively con 
nected with the extended ends of the shafts 
10 by means of levers 26 which have their 
rearward ends fixedly secured to the shafts 
10 and their outer ends pivotally attached 
by pins 27 to the shaft 25, so that on moving 
the latter shaft vertically the levers will ro 
tate all of the shafts 10 to actuate the dogs 
outwardly at their lower end and thereby 
release all of the upturned checks. 

I have also provided a device for actuat 
ing the vertical rod 25 and for locking the 
Same against movement, which consists of a 
handle 30 that is pivotally mounted in a for 
Wardly extending bracket 31, attached to the 
rod 25, in such a manner that it may swing 
laterally and horizontally into or from a 
notch 33 that is cut in the edge of the side 
wall 3. When the handle is turned laterally 
to extend through the notch it locks the bar 
25 against longitudinal movement and pre 
vents releasing of the checks, but when 
turned outwardly from the notch, it releases 
the rod so that it may be shifted in a vertical 
direction to rotate the rods 10 and dogs 12 to 
release and reset all the upturned checks. 
As an alternative construction I have pro 

vided the plates and dogs as illustrated in 
iig. 5. In this construction the plates, are 
provided at opposite side edges near their 
upper ends with laterally extending pivot 
pins 40, whereby the plates may be mounted 
between partitions of the board, to Swing on 
their mountings the same as the plates, pre 
viously described. The dogs in this illus 
tration are tapered to a point at their swing 
ing ends and do not have the notches for 
receiving the ends of the plates, as in the 
preferred type; the plate ends being retained 
in upturned position back of these dogs and 
against the outer ends of pegs 42, extended 
from the back of the board. 

Other forms of plate sustaining members 
are illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7; the means 
illustrated in Fig. 6 consisting of horizontal 
rods 44 provided with forwardly extending 
buttons 45 against which the end of the 
plates may be supported when moved back 
of the dogs. The means illustrated in Fig. 
consists only of a rod 47 having a longitu 

dinally extending shoulder 48 thereon for 
likewise Supporting the ends of the plates. 
in both instances the plates are released by 
rotating the rods downward, and this may be 
done by rod turning mechanism, as illus 
trated in Fig. 2. y: 
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Fig. 8 illustrates a cover which may be 
placed over unassigned checks and consists 
of a plate 49 having a laterally turned end 
portion 50 forming a hook which frictionally 
receives the end of a check plate to hold the 
cover thereon. 
The checks of the device may be numbered 

On each side, one side being marked “In 
and the other side “Out’, and employees 
may be assigned to certain numbers corre 
sponding to the checks on the board. 
With the device so constructed and as 
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Sembled, in using the same, assuming that 
the checks are all released from the dogs and 
depending in “out” position, when em 
ployees report for duty they simply select 
their individual checks and swing them up 
Wardly until the lower ends thereof are 
caught and held by the corresponding latch 
dogs. 
The time keeper then, after each reporting 

period, may make a notation of those checked 
in or absent and then clears the board for 
the following reporting period. This is 
done by grasping the handle 30, turning it 
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So that it is clear of the notch 33, and then 
moving it upwardly to shift the vertical 
shaft 25, which in turn actuates all the hori 
ZOntal rods 10 to move the dogs outwardly 
and thereby 
held thereby so that they will fall to initial 
position. - m 

It is apparent that such a device will af 
ford a means for Speedy checking in and 
may be quickly cleared after a record has 
been made. 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim as new and desire to protect by Let 
ters Patent is: S. 

1. A muster check board of the character 
described comprising a frame, a plurality of 
horizontal rods mounted in said frame, a plu 
rality of checks spaced apart and pivotally 
Suspended by their upper ends from each 
alternate rod, latch dogs mounted on alter 

are SWung upwardly to inverted position, a 
lever fixed to each of the dog supporting 
rods, a rod connecting all of said levers and 
a handle on said rod whereby the same may 
be moved to rotate the dog supporting rods 
to actuate the dogs to release the checks. 

2. A muster check board of the character 
described comprising a frame having ver 
tical end Walls and partitions, check and 
dog supporting rods mounted revolubly 
and horizontally in spaced apart relation 
in Said frame with the ends of each dog Supporting rod extending from the end of 
the frame, a plurality of spaced apart 
checks Swingingly suspended from each 
check Supporting rod and adapted to be 
swung upwardly to inverted position, latch 
dogs mounted on the dog Supporting rods to 

release all the checks that are 95 
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nate rods above each check to engage and re 
tain the ends of the checks when the latter 
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be engaged and to retain the ends of the 
checks when the latter are swung upwardly, 
forwardly extending links fixed to the ex 
tended end of each dog Supporting rod, a ver 
tical rod pivotally fixed to the outer ends of 
said links, a handle attached to said verti 
cal rod whereby the same may actuate the 

dog rods to actuate 
the latter to release the checks held thereby, 
and means for locking the vertical rod 
against movement. 

3. In a muster checkboard of the character 
described, a horizontal check Supporting rod 
a check pivotally suspended from Said rod 
from its upper end, a second rod revolubly 
mounted above the first named rod, a dog 
having a downwardly opening notch in its 
lower end mounted on said second rod, said 

dog having a slot therein and a pin extended 
through said slot into said rod to prevent 
free outward Swinging of the dog but per 
mitting a limited rearward movement there 
of sufficient to receive the lower end of said 
check within the notch thereof when the 
check is swung to inverted position and 
means for rotating the dog supporting shaft 
to actuate the dog outwardly to release and 
return the check to normal position, 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ROSAMOND L. JOHNSON. 
Attest: 

T. M. MooRE, 
J. C. BROWN. 
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