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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that we, SANFORD C. PITNEY
and GEORGE M. GARDNER, citizens of the
United "States, residing at Quiney, in the
county of Adams and State of Illinois, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Fences; and we do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
gkilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

Our invention relates to wire fences and
particularly to those employing artificial
fence posts made of terra-cotta vitrified.

Our object is to produce a combined post

- and fastening device in which the wires ean
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be applied and fastened and removed with

greater facility and a post which will last

longer, be cheaper, and stand stronger in the

ground; and to this end our invention con-
sists in the peculiar features and combina-
tions of parts more fully described hereinaf-
ter and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
represents a front view showing transverse
recesses adapted fo receive the fence wires;
Fig. 2,a rear view showing a longitudinal re-
cess for receiving the rear portions of the
wire fasteners,and Fig. 8, a longitndinal ver-
tieal section through X—X of the preceding
figure.

Thepostis made preferably of a solid round
gylinder body a, composed of terra-cotta or
earthenware having a vitrified exterior. The
top b, is rounded to shed water, and the bot-
tom is provided with an annular flange ¢
upon which the surrounding earth is to be
packed to more strongly anchor the.post in

‘the ground and keep it from leaning or pull-

ing up when strain is brought to bear upon
it. The side of the post, which for conven-
ience will be termed the back, is provided
with a longitudinal groove d extending from
near the fop to near the base. In the oppo-
site side or front of the post is formed a se-

, ries of transverse recesses or depressions e

adapted to receive the wires composing the
fence. A series of holes fextend diametri-
cally through the post commencing at the re-
cesses ¢, and terminating in the center or bot-
tom of the longitudinal grooved. These holes
are for the reception of a fastening wire g,
looped at 7, around the fence wire in the re-
cess e, passed back through the post and
twisted about a pin ¢ adapted to lie in the
longitudinal grooved, at the back of the post.

It will be seen that the transverse grooves
form a support for the fence wires which are
so confined in them that they cannot move
up or down, while the fastening wires tightly
hold them in place through the medium of
the pins ¢. These pins lie within the longi-
tudinal groove and prevent the wire from un-
twisting, and as the ends of the fastening
wire are simply twisted over the pin,theycan
be untwisted and the fence wires easily taken
down when desired, without injury to the fas-
teners, the posts, or the fence wires.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Afence post eylindrical in cross section
and provided at one side with a series of
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transverse grooves, and with a longitudinal

groove in the diametrically opposite side, and
transverse openings connecting the respect-
ive transverse grooves with the said longi-
tudinal groove, substantially as set forth,

2. The combination with a terra cotta fence
post having transverse openings at intervals
in its length, and an intersecting groove at
therear side of the post, of fence wires, bind-
ing wires doubled on themselves, passed
around the fence wires and through the said
transverse openings, and pins seated in the
said intersecting groove and having the fence
ends of the said binding wires twisted around-
them, substantially as described.

3. In combination, a terra cotta fence post
having a series of transverse grooves atinter-
vals in its length in one side, a longitudinal
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groove in the diametrieally opposite side, and g3

having a series of holes connecting the re-
spective transverse grooves, with the longi-
tudinal groove, a series of fence wires fitted
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in the transverse grooves, binding wires dou- In witness whereof we affix our signatures
bled on themselves and embracing the fence | in presence of two witnesses.
wires and passedthrough the said t{ransverse SANFORD C. PITNEY.
hole, -and pins seated in the longitudinal GEORGE M. GARDNER.

5 groove and bound in between the free ends Witnesses: '
of the said binding wires, substantially as A. C. GREENE,

described. D. D. STEINER.
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