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This invention relates to book rests adapt 
ed for the use and convenience of persons in 
sitting or reclining positions, and is an im 
provement of my patent for adjustable book 

5 rests issued on September 1, 1931 Patent 
No. 1,821,060. 
One of the objects of this invention is to 

relieve a person lying in bed or sitting in 
a chair of the necessity of holding in his 

10 hands a book he is reading. Another object 
is to provide, in a device of this kind and 
in combination with the stand thereof, a 
table positioned handily with respect to the 
reader and whereupon can be placed books 

l6 or other articles to which ready access can 
be had. A further object of my invention 
is to provide, in a book rest of this type, 
adjusting means for readily varying the 
position and angle of the book to suit the 

20 reader, and adjustable clamping means to 
enable the device to be secured to different 
ly positioned and variously shaped and sized 
Supports. 

It is still another object of this invention 
25 to enable the vertical adjustment of the 

stand to be made with little effort and with 
a minimum of noise. A further object is 
to provide means to limit the rotary move 
ment of the book supporting member about 
its horizontal axis to an arc of approxi 
mately 90 degrees, so as to keep the book 
from sliding down or toppling over. 
Another object of my invention is to pro 

vide means for vertically adjusting a re 
flector light without interfering with the 
horizontal movement of the book rest, and 
for keeping the conducting wire protected 
and free from entanglement. 
And still a further object is to provide 

for books of different thicknesses, simple 
and secure means to hold and support the 
pages of the book to prevent a downward 
sag, and to keep the book fixed in its open 
position. w 

45 Other objects, features and advantages 
will appear from the drawings, and the de 
scription hereinafter given. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the com 

50 bination book rest and stand comprising my 

30 

40 

as an adjustable support for said member 10. 

invention, showing an open book thereon 
and a closed book on the table; and illus 
trating the operative and inoperative posi 
tions of the page holders. 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal section of the 55 
device, showing two positions of the book 
Supporting member. 

Figure 3 is a sectional elevation of Figure 
2 taken along line 3-3. 

Figure 4 is a rear view of the back rest 60 
pivotally connected to the vertically adjust 
able supporting rod. 
Figure 5 is an end elevation of the book 

supporting member resting on an horizontal 
surface, the base plate and supporting rod 65 
being removed. 

Figure 6 is a section of the bracket ar 
rangement of Figure 5 taken along line 
6-6. 

Figure 7 is a perspective of the adjustable 70 
clamp attached to the arm of a chair, show 
ing three relative positions of the clamp and 
the supporting rod associated with the book. 
supporting member. 

In the drawings, the supporting member 
10, which is the support proper for the book 
11, comprises a back rest 12 and a flanged 
bottom rest 13 through which extends the 
telescopic page holders 14. These consist of 
two slidably engageable tubes 15 and 16, to 80 
the former of which is attached the knob 
17 and the spring member or yieldable finger 
18. The helical spring 19, which can also be 
an elastic band, is secured to the inner tube 
15 at some suitable point such as 20, the 
other end being attached to the outer tube 
16 in some suitable way such as by engage 
ment with the pin 21. 
On the under side of the back rest 12 are 

two parallel rails 23 and 24, shown in the 
drawings as channel bars suitably secured to 
the member 10. In slidable engagement 
with these rails is the base plate 25, serving 
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This plate contains, preferably integral 95 
therewith, the extension 26 adapted for fric 
tional engagement with the bifurcated upper 
end 27 of the supporting rod 28. To pro 
cure proper frictional engagement, the wash 
ers 29 are inserted between the ears of said 100 



2. 

bifurcated portion and said extension 26; 
and the carriage bolt 30 with square shank 
31 is engageable with the wing nut 32. The 
slit 33 in the said rod 28 gives a certain de 

5 gree of elasticity to the structure, resulting 
in a flexible arrangement. 
The extension piece 26 contains projec 

tions or stops 34 and 35 which are abuttable 
with rod 28 to limit the rotary movement 

10 of member 10 around its axis 36 to an arc 

s 

of about 90 degrees, stop 34 preventing 
movement of said member beyond its verti 
cal position to remove the possibility of a 
book toppling over, and the stop 35 pre 
venting movement beyond its horizontal po 
sition to prevent a book from sliding down 
rearwardly. 

low stem 38 which is 
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The reflector light 37 is secured to the hol 
ivotally attached to 

the tubular elbow 39, the wing nut 40 being 
used to frictionally hold stem 38 in its pro 
jected position. The said elbow89 contains, 
in threaded engagement therewith, the hol 
low extension tube 41, which is in slidable 
engagement with the guiding member or 
outer tube 42 secured to the back side of 
member 10 and preferably positioned within 
a groove therein. The spring attachment 43 
is affixed to outer tube 42 and is yieldably 
and frictionally held against the extension 
E. 41 through the opening 44 in said outer 
tube. - 

Inserted in the hollow extension rod 43a is 
the rod 28, the expanded portion or collar 
44a of which rests upon the upper end of 
said extension rod, the annular grooved pur 
tion 45 being adapted to receive and fric 
tionally engage the set screw 46a. It is thus 
obvious that by a manipulation of said set 
screw, the rod 28 and consequently member 
10 can be frictionally held fixed against ro 
tary movement, about the vertical axis of 
rod 43a, 
The stand 46 contains a tubular upright 

47 into which is slidably inserted the exten 
sion rod 43a having its closed bottom end 
48 resting upon, the helical spring 49 Con 
tained within the said upright 47. This 
spring serves not only the function of a cushioning device to prevent a sudden drop 
of rod 43a and a noisy impact with the base 
of the stand, but also serves to facilitate 
the raising of the extension rod, due to the 
upward pressure exerted by the spring when 
in compression. The set screw 50 is adapted 
to frictionally engage rod 48a to hold it in a predetermined vertical position against 
upright 47. . 

Slidably mounted over the extension rod 
43a is the table 51 and its supporting bracket 
52 which is frictionally and slidably held 
in place along said rod 43a by the set screw 
53. This table is used to support a book or 
other article thereon, and being on the stand and adjustable vertically and rotatably 
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ciently handy to a person using this device 
to enable him to have ready access to an 
other book that he may wish to place on the 
book rest. - 

It will be noted that an electric conductor 
54 can be inserted in the extension tube 41 
to pass through the elbow 39 and the stem 
38 to the reflector light. As the tube 41 un 
derlies the rails 23 and 24, and the bottom 
thereof extends below rail 24, the wire 54 
which enters the said bottom end is housed 
by tube 41, is free from interference or en 
gagement with the base plate 25 or extension 
piece 26 during a horizontal movement of 
member 10, thereby preventing entangle 
ment or cutting of this wire. 
The page holders 14 are adjustable to 

books of different thicknesses, as the tele 
scopic arrangement permits the distance be 
tween the finger 18 and the back rest to be 
varied as may be necessary. As the inner 
tube 15 extends for a distance within the 
outer tube 16, the two are always in axial 
alignment, producing a firm construction 
and practically preventing lateral move 
ment. To bring the page holders into their 

about the axis thereof, it can be made sufi 
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inoperative positions, the knob 17 is turned, i. 
thereby rotatably carrying the finger 18 with 
it and out of contact with the pages of the 
book and to its position against the front 
surface of the bottom rest 13. 
The spring arrangement 19 within the 

tubes of the page holder not only serves to 
hold the book in its open position, but also 
helps the fingers 18 to keep the book firmly 
in place against the back rest. Should the 
book be a thick one extending out beyond 
the bottom rest 13, the extended portion of 
the tubes 15 will underly the protruding 
portion of the book and help to support it, 
The fact that a considerable portion of the 
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inner tube 15 extends into and is supported 
by the outer tube 16, and the entire page 
holder assembly 14 is supported by the bot 
tom rest, results in a construction sufficiently 
strong to support a book of considerable weight. - 

o aid in keeping the book from toppling 
over when member 10 is in a vertical posi 
tion, the elastic member. 55 is employed. 
The ends of this member are secured to the 
back of the member 10, a book being held in 
place against the back rest by member 55 
passing thereover through a pair of the slots 
56 at the sides of the back rest. As there 
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are a number of these slots running length- . 
... wise of the sides of said back rest, this elas 
tic holding means can be adapted to books 
of different sizes. 
The book rest portion proper, or member 

10, can be removed from the stand and 
placed upon a table if desired, as illustrated in Figure 5. For this purpose, the support 
57 is employed, which is pivotally connected 30 
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to the back rest by an arrangement compris 
ing the brackets 58, the carriage bolts with 
square shanks 59, the washers 60, and nut 61 
(see Figure 6). It will be noted that each 
of the said brackets 58 contains a portion at 
tached to the back rest and an outwardly ex 
tending portion bent back almost upon itself 
to form two parallel walls 58a, and 58b to 
receive, for frictional engagement, an upper 
end of the support 57 and the washers 60. 
This simple construction enables a frictional 
and pivotal adjustment of the support 57 to 
be made to suit the user, and permits the 
inclination of the member 10 to be varied at 
Will. 
To enable the book rest portion to be at 

tached to a chair or other suitable support, 
the adjustable clamp 61a is used (See Fig 
ure 7). This contains the clamp bolts 62 
having thereon the padded saddles 63, the 
braces 64 each having an arm 65 to supp 
said bolts, and a parallel arm 66, both of 
said arms 66 being joined by the cross bar 
67 to which is attached the spherical rod 
holder 68. This holder has three mutually 
perpendicular intersecting holes extending 
therethrough and meeting in the center 
thereof to form an internal chamber which 
communicates, with the threaded hole into 
which the set screw 69 extends. 

ably supported in either an horizontal or 
vertical position so as to enable the support 
ingrod 28 to be vertically received by one of 
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said three holes. As the set screw 69 ex 
tends into the said chamber in the spherical 
rod holder 68, it will serve to frictionally 
hold the rod 28 in its projected position 
while in any of the said three holes, with 
out the use of any other set screws. . . 
The combination of adjustable features in 

this device results in an exceedingly flexible 
arrangement, rendering a book supported 
thereby capable of being easily and readily 
brought into any and every position suitable 
to the needs and convenience of the reader, 
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and limited only by the dimensions of the 
structure. 
Other and different mechanical embodi 

ments can be employed within the scope of 
the appended claims, without departing 
from the spirit of this invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a book supporting device, the com 

bination of a back rest, a flanged bottom 
rest attached to said back rest, page holding 
means extending through and supported by 
said bottom rest, two parallel horizontally 
disposed rails secured to the rear of said 
back rest, a base plate in slidable engage 
ment with said rails, a supporting rod piv 
otally secured to said base plate, a recess at 
the rear of said back rest and underlying 
and extending in a direction transverse to O s 

said rails, and means positioned within said 

Ort 

This ar 
rangement permits the clamp 61a to be suit 

3 

recess for housing electric conductors for a suitably positioned lamp. 
2. In a book-supporting device, the com 

bination of a book rest proper, a base plate 
thereunder, a supporting rod in pivotal en 
gagement With said base plate, an adjustable 
clamp containing a spherical holder for said 
rod and containing three mutually perpen 
dicular intersecting holes to slidably receive 
said rod, said holes running through said 
holder and forming an internal chamber in 
the center thereof, a threaded hole communi 
cating with said chamber, and a set screw 
in engagement with said hole and extending 
into said chamber to frictionally hold the 
said supporting rod therein against move 
ment. 

8. In a book supporting device, the com 
bination of a book rest proper, a base plate 
thereunder, a supporting rod in pivotal en 
gagement with said base plate, an adjustable 
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clamp having two parallel members, two 
clamp bolts supported thereby, a cross bar 
joining said members, a spherical holder for 
said rod attached to and extending outward 
ly from said cross-bar, said holder contain 
ing three mutually perpendicular intersect 
ing holes to slidably receive said rod, said 
holes running through said holder and form 
ing an internal chamber in the center there 
of, a threaded hole communicating with said 
chamber, and a set screw in engagement 
with said hole and extending into said cham 
ber to frictionally hold the said supporting 
rod therein against movement. 

4. In a book supporting device, the combi 
nation of a book rest proper, two horizontal 
ly disposed parallel rails secured to the rear 
of said book rest, a base plate in slidable 
engagement with said rails, a supporting 
rod in pivotal engagement with said base 
plate, a recess at the rear of said back rest 
and underlying and extending in a direc 
tion transverse to said rails, means positioned 
within said recess for housing electric con 
ductors for a suitably positioned lamp, an 
adjustable clamp containing a spherical 
holder for said rod and containing three 
mutually perpendicular intersecting Fol. to 
slidably receive said rod, said holes run 
ning through said holder and forming an 
internal chamber in the center thereof, a 
threaded hole communicating with said 
chamber, and a set screw in engagement with 
said hole and extending into said chamber 
to frictionally hold the said supporting rod 
therein against movement. 

5. In a book supporting device, the com 
bination of a pivotally, mounted book rest 
proper, two horizontally disposed parallel 
rails secured to the rear of said book rest, 
a base plate in slidable engagement with 
said rails, a supporting rod attached to said 
base plate, a recess at the rear of said book 
rest and underlying and extending in a direc 
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tion transverse to said rails, said recess ex 
tending below the lower of said rails, means 
positioned within said recess for housin 
electric conductors for a suitably of 5 
lamp, an adjustable clamp containing a 
spherical holder for said rod and containing 
three mutually perpendicular intersecting . 
holes to slidably receive said rod, said holes 
running through said holder and forming 
an internal chamber in the center thereof. 
a threaded hole communicating with said 
chamber, and a set screw in engagement with 
said hole and extending into said chamber 
to frictionally hold the said supporting rod 
therein against movement. 

6. In a book supporting device, the com 
bination of a book rest proper, two parallel 
horizontally disposed rails secured to the 
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rear thereof, a base plate in slidable engage 
ment with said rails and having an extension 
piece therein, a supporting rod pivotally 
connected to said extension piece, a recess 
at the rear of said book rest and underlying 
and extending in a direction transverse to 
said rails, means positioned within said re 
cess for containing electric conductors for 
a suitably positioned lamp, and an adjustable 
clamp containing a spherical holder for said 
rod and containing three mutually perpen 
dicular intersecting holes to slidably re 
ceive said rod, said holes running through 
said holder and forming an internal cham 
ber in the center thereof, a threaded hole 
communicating with said chamber, and a 
set screw in engagement with said hole and 
extending into said chamber to frictionally 
hold the said supporting rod therein against 
movement. 

7. In a book supporting device, a back 
rest, a fanged bottom rest attached to said 
back rest, means associated with said back 
rest for yieldably holding a book against 
the back rest, a base plate movably secured 
to the underside of said back rest, a support 
ing rod in pivotal engagement with said 
base plate, and an adjustable clamp contain 
ing a spherical holder for said rod and con 
taining three mutually perpendicular inter 
secting holes to slidably receive said rod 
said holes running through said holder and 
forming an internal chamber in the center 
thereof, a threaded hole communicating with 
said chamber, and a set screw in engagement 
with said hole and extending into said 
chamber to frictionally hold the said sup 
porting rod therein against movement. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. , 

MORRIS ISAACSON. 


