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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

ISAAC E. PALMER, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT.

SEAT ATTACHMENT FOR HA‘MMOCKS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 574,073, dated December 29, 18986,
Application filed Augnst 1, 1896, Serial No, 601,202, (No model)

To all whom it may cowcern:

Be it known that I, Isaac E. PALMER, of
Middletown, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
and useful Improvementin Seat Attachments
for Hammoeks, of ‘which the following is a
specification. -

My invention relates to an improvement in
seat attachments for hammocks, in which pro-
vision is made for causing a portion of the
hammock-body to assume at pleasure a posi-
tion other than that which it would normally
assume when suspended, for the purpose of
affording the occupant a seat and leg-rest, or
both, which shall conform to the position
which the body of the occupant would nat-
urally assume when at rest and lying on the
back.

sists, broadly, in a rigid frame capable of at-
tachment to the hammock-body and provided
with bearing-points for the hammock-body,
such that the latter will be caused——through-
out a portion of its length—to assume a po-
sition to form a natural seat ov leg-rest, or
both, ‘

“In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows in side elevation a seatand leg-rest at-

tachment in which both the seat and leg-rest

sections are made adjustable in length and
connected in sucha manner as to be made to
assume different angles. Fig. 2 is a vertical
section taken longitudinally through the seat
and leg-rest sections. Fig. 3 is a top plan
view. Fig. 4 is a vertical section taken lon-
gitudinally through the seat and leg-rest at-
tachment, showing a form in which the seat
and leg-rest sections are fixed relatively to

.each other and the leg-restsectiononly made

adjustable. Fig. 5 is a similar view showing
the back-rest omitted from the seat-section,
Fig. 6 is a modified form in which the seat
and leg-rest sections are formed by upholster-
ing or padding on the face of a rigid frame;
and Fig.7 representsaformin which the seat
and leg-rest sections are rigidly fixed with

‘relation to one another, in which the back

and foot rests are omitted, and the seat and
leg-rest sections non-adjustable as to length.

Referring to the form shown in Figs. I, 2,
and 3, the hammock-body is denoted by A and
is provided at its opposite ends with suspen-

With these ends in view my invention con-

sion devices of any well-known or approved
form, such, for example, as bunches of sus-
pension -loops @, connected by suspension-
cords o’ with suitablesupports. (Not shown.)
The attachment for causing the body of
the hammock or a portion thereof to assume
a position which shall be natural and restful
for the body of the occupant whenlying upon
the back therein consists, so far as the seat-
section is concerned, of side rails B B’, each
made in two sections, (denoted by b ¥',) the
one, b, being provided with an elongated slot
b*and with an outwardly-extending lug b3, and
the othersection, b’,being provided with an in-
wardly-projecting T-shaped lug b%, the head
of the T being adapted to rest, as shown in
Fig. 2, transversely across the elongated slot
b* in the section b when the parts are in the
position for use, and the lug % being adapted
at the same time to rest in one of several
notches b° in the upper edge of the section b'.
The parts b &', which constitute the rail B
or-B', are assembled by turning the parts b
substantially at right angles to the parts b’
and then inserting the T-heads of the lugs b*
through the slots 0% and then turning the
parts b back into alinement with the parts
b'. In like manner the side rails of the leg-
restsection (denoted as a whole by C C') each
consist of two sections ¢ and . ¢, locked to-
gether and:capable of longitudinal adjust-
mentinamanner quitesimilar to that already
described in reference to the parts b b'.

. The side rails B B’ are rigidly connected
together by cross-pieces D D’; made in the
presentinstance flat and having considerable
breadth, the former, D, being located between
the portions of the rails B B’ which form the
seat, proper; and the latter, D', being located
between the upward extensions B? B? of the
side rails to form a:low-down back-rest, The
side rails C O’ are connected at the foot by a
rung d, and their upward extensions C? C? are
connected by arung d’ to form a foot-rest.

The seat-frame and the leg-rest frame are
hinged together at their adjacent ends, in the
present instance by pivoting their adjacent
ends on a cross-rung E, and they are held at
the desired angle with respeet to each other
-by means of stay-rods e, one on each side of
the frame, pivoted at one end to the seat-
frame and at the opposite end provided with
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a hook for engaging some one of the perfora-
tions ¢/, arranged at intervals in the side of
the leg-rest frame.

The framework as thus constructed may
De attached to the hammock by passing the
body A of the hammock over the rung d' ab
the foot-rest, thence under the rung d, thence
over the rung E, thence over the flat cross-
brace D and under the brace D', and thence
to the point of support. The hammock-body
will thus have a bearing at three or more
points on the frame, and when suspended, as
represented in Iigs. 1, 2, and 3, will be forced
toassume the angle which the frame assumes,
so that a person seated upon that portion
occupied by the seat-section will be pre-
vented from slipping along down the body of
the hammock, and the legs of the occupant,
when so seated, will be allowed to rest natu-
rally upon the leg-rest section of the frame
without bearing the weight at the heels and
leaving the leg intermediate of the heel and
the body unsupported, as is common in con-
nection with hammocks as commonly in use.

In order to give additional support to the
framework and at the same time hold it in
various desired adjustments longitudinally
of the body of the hammock, I may provide
suspension-cords F I, leading from the same
supports from which the hammock is sus-
pended, or from supports in proximity there-
to, along theside rails of the framework. By
providing any suitable means for securing
the said cords to the framework at its oppo-
site ends, as, for example, by providing the
framework with knobs f, around the neck of
which a half-hitch f” of the cords I I’ may be
taken at pleasure, the frame may beprevented
{from slipping or changing its position while
in use whatever may be the inclination at
which the hammock is supported, and at the
same time the frame may be adjusted to dif-
ferent positions along the body of the ham-
mock by simply loosening the half-hitches
and sliding it along the body and then again
fastening it.

It is obvious that other well-known devices
than the knob and half-hiteh might be em-
ployed for purposes of attaching the cords F F'
to the framework.

The cords F I, in addition to their fuanc-
tions of assistingin the support of the frame-
work and hammock and serving as a practi-
cal means for adjusting and holding the
framework in position, also serve at their
ends, beyond the ends of the framework, as a
support for the body of the hammock, and
hence for the back of the occupant of the
hammock when pressing against the body of
the hammock where it lies over the suspen-
sion-cords, as shown at the left-hand end of
Fig. 3.

Where it is desired to utilize a simpler form
of framework, the hinge at the adjacent ends
of the seat and leg-rest sections may be omit-
ted and the seat and leg-rest sections formed
rigid, as shown in Fig. 4, where the side rails

of the seat and portion of the leg-rest section
are denoted by BL In this form the foot-rest
extension (shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3) is also
omitted. In other respectsthe structure and
arrangement of the frame and its manner of
attachment to and adjustment along the body
of the hammock are quite similar to that al-
ready described.

In Fig. 5 the Lack extension of the seat-
frame is omitted, and in place of the wide
flat cross-brace D a round rung D? is em-
ployed. In other respects the structure is
quite similar to that shown in Fig. 4.

In the form shown in Fig. 6 the framework
consists of straight side rails B% connected
by a flat eross-brace or backboard D?, thelat-
ter being built up on its face by a pad G of
suitable material—such, forexample, as hair,
cotton, or excelsior. Therails B® are further
connected by rungs D* and d? under which
the body of the hammock passes after passing
over the padded portion G. Thisform serves
to throw the body of the hammock out of its
normal position to form seat and leg rests of
such shape as to afford the body a natural
rest. v

In the form shown in Fig. 7 the side rails
of the seat and leg-rest sections are each
formed in a single piece or rigidly connected,
neither seat nor leg sections are adjustable
longitudinally, and the back and foot rest ex-
tensions are omitted. In this form the side
rails are denoted by BS and they are con-
nected by rungs D? df, respectively, at the
head and foot and by an intermediate rung
. Thehammock-body passesover the rung
E’ and beneath the rung D’ and ¢® In this
form, and also in that shown in Figs. 4and 5,
the angle between the seat and leg-rest sec-
tions is fixed, being made originally of such
a degree as experience has found most satis-
factory.

It is obvious that other slight changes in
the form and arrangement of the parts of the
frame and attachment might be resorted to
without departing from the spirit and scope
of my invention. ITenceIdonot wish tolimit
myself strictly to the structure herein shown;
but

What I claim is—

1. A hammock attachment comprising a
frame independent of the body of the ham-
mock and provided with bearings for the body
of the hammock, the said bearings being so
located with respect to one another that the
hammock-body when engaged therewith and
suspended will have its natural curve inter-
rupted to form a seat, substantially as set
forth.

2. A hammock attachment comprising a
rigid frame provided with bearings for the
body of the hammock, the said bearings being
so located with respect to one another that the
hammock-body when engaged therewith and
suspended will have its natural curve inter-
;up’?ed to form a seat, substantially as set

orth.

7

75

So

85

90

95

100

105

I10

115

120

125

130




I0

15

20

574,073 - S

3. The combination with the body of a ham-
mock, of a rigid frame provided with three or
more bearing-points for the body of the ham-
mock, an intermediate bearing-point being in
adifferent plane from the bearing-points upon
oppositesides of it, whereby the natural cu rve
of the hammock, when suspended is inter-
rupted to form a seat, substantially as sef
forth. : ‘

4. The combination with the body of a ham-
mock, of a removable frame provided with
three or more bearings for the body of the
hammock, an intermediate bearing being out,
of the plane of adjacent bearings and sus-
pending-cords engaged with the framework
for holding it in the desired adjustment along
the body of the hammock, su bstantially as
set forth.

5. A ‘hammock attachment, comprising a
rigid frame consisting of side rails connected

by cross bars or braces, the side rails each |-

being angular in shape, the said cross-braces
being arranged to form bearings for the body
of the hammock when the hammock is passed
under certain of the braces and over an in- 25
termediate brace, substantially as set forth.

6. The hammock attachment, comprising a
framework having side rails angular in shape
and connected by cross-braces and means for
adjusting the length of the side rails, substan- 3o
tially as set forth,

7. The combination with the body of the
hammock, of the hammock attachment, com-
prising side rails connected by cross-braces,
the said side rails being hinged intermediate 3 5
of their ends and means for locking the hinged
parts at different angles to one another, sub-
stantially as set forth.

: ISAAC E. PALMER.

Witnesses:

FREDK. HAVNES,
IRENE B. DECKER.




