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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS A. ALLEN, of 

Astor, in the county of Taylor and State of 
West Virginia, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Folding Coops, &c., of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention is an improvement in coops 

or crates for shipping live fowl and animals 
such as chickens, turkeys, geese, calves, pigs, 
rabbits, &c., and has for an object a simple 
construction of crate which can be easily and 
quickly opened or unfolded for use or can be 
compactly folded for storage or transporta 
tion empty, and the invention consists in the 
novel constructions, combinations and ar 
rangements of parts as will be hereinafter 
described and pointed out in the claims. 
In the drawings-Figure 1 is a side view. 

Figs. 2 and 3 are longitudinal and cross-sec 
tional views of the coop folded. Fig. 4 is a 
perspective view of the coop open ready for 
use. Fig. 5 is a side view of the coop with 
the top partly raised, and Fig. 6 is a detail 
view. 
The coop is composed of the top A, bottom 

or floor B, ends C C and sides DD. At its 
ends the bottom B has upon its upper side 
cross cleats b forming a part of such bottom 
and serving to elevate the hinge connection 
of the ends C so they may fold down upon 
the sides D. The ends and sides are hinged 
to the bottom by means of metal plates F se 
cured to the said ends and sides and looping 
around rods G. secured at intervals to the bot 
tom and extended along the sides and ends of 
same near its edges. By this hinge connec 
tion the sides and ends may fold inward to 
closed position or outward to open position. 
In the latter position of the sides and ends 
they stand at right angles to the floor and 
rest at their lower edges squarely upon the 
same. The ends are connected with the top 
by the links Epivoted at one end to the ends 
C midway between the upper and lower edges 
of said ends and preferably slightly slotted at 
such pivot, and at their other ends to the top 
A near the ends thereof, and it is preferred 
to form the said top with corner pieces H of 
metal fixed to the corners of the said tops and 
to which the links are pivoted. These links 
E are made to extend at e inwardly past the 
inner edges of the end pieces so they will serve 

as stops for the sides when the latter are ad 
justed to position for use as most clearly shown 
in Fig. 4. 
By the described construction it will be seen 

that as the top is lifted it by means of the links 
Elifts the ends C. The sides may now be drawn 
out by hand being secured when so adjusted 
by suitable latches. The latch is preferably 
a button I pivoted to the side and arranged 
to pass through a staple J fixed to the top and 
be turned down to secure the side in upright 
position, and where desired these latches may 
be arranged near both ends as well as at the 
middle of the sides. 
The cross cleats b have their inner edges 

notched or mortised out at b and the top and 
bottom slats of the side D are extended at d 
and fit in said notches b' when the sides are 
folded down against the bottom or floor. 
The top, sides, ends and bottom may be of 

any suitable material desired. Ordinarily I 
find it convenient to make them of frames of 
slats covered with wire netting, or of inner 
and outer frames with the netting secured be 
tween them. 

For the floor I prefer to secure over the wire 
netting a covering of burlap or similar cheap 
cloth which may be replaced when necessary. 

Manifestly the coops or crates may be made 
in such sizes as to Suit the fowls or animals 
to be carried. . 
In practice the frames may be jointed by 

mortise and tenon or by any suitable form of 
corner piece and where great strength is de 
sired the sides, ends and top maybe made alike 
the bottom with outer hard wood slats 1 and 
inner soft Wood 2 between them the soft Wood 
facilitating the clinching of the nails without 
cracking the wood. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A coop or crate substantially as described 
comprising the bottom, the ends jointed 
thereto at one edge and folding inward at the 
free edge, the top, links jointed at one end to 
the ends of the coop or crate, and at their 
other ends to the top thereof and the sides, 
substantially as set forth. 

2. A coop or crate substantially as de 
scribed comprising the bottom the sides and 
ends jointed thereto the sides being arranged 
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to fold inward and outward between the ends 
the top and links connecting the ends and top 
and arranged to form stops to limit the out 
ward movement of the sides substantially as 

O 

set forth. 
3. A coop comprising the bottom the sides 

and ends jointed thereto, the top, the links 
connecting the ends and top the staples se 
cured to the top and the buttons pivoted to 
the sides and arranged to be passed through 
the staples and turned to secure the sides to 
the top substantially as set forth. 

4. In a coop or crate substantially as de 
scribed the combination of the bottom having 
the end cleats notched or mortised in their in 
ner edges, the sides hinged to said bottom and 
having their ends formed to fit the notches or 

mortises of the cleats, the ends, the top and 
connections between the ends and top sub 
stantially as set forth. 

5. A coop or crate comprising the bottom, 
the cleats upon said bottomat or near its ends, 
the sides jointed to said bottom and arranged 
to fold down thereon between the end cleats, 
the ends jointed to the cleats of the bottom 
and the top and folding down upon the in 
turned sides, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

THOMAS A. ALLEN. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. H. RECTOR, 
J. M. ALLEN, 
L. M. LA FOLLETTE. 
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