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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FRANKLIN J. CLARK, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Montclair, in the county of Essex and State 
of New Jersey, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Garbage-Can 
Covers, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates more particularly to 

cans for storing garbage or the like; and it 
consists of an improved lid or closure there 
for which is adapted to prevent the uncov 
ering of the can by animals seeking access 
to its contents; a happening which is ordi 
narily a frequent cause of annoyance. 
The invention is fully described in con 

nection with the accompanying drawing 
illustrating a preferred embodiment thereof, 
and is specifically pointed out in the claim. 

Figure 1 is a partly sectional elevation 
showing the top portion of an ordinary can 
having my invention applied thereto in con 
venient manner. Fig.2 shows a can cover 
embodying my invention in modified form. 
As shown in Fig. 1, the can 2 and its cover 

are of ordinary construction; the latter com 
prising as usual a suitable cover plate 3 hav 
ing a fixed cylindrical flange extension form 
ing a can-encircling band 4. 
This cover or lid ordinarily fits loosely 

over the top of the can so as to permit of 
easily placing and removing it; and it is 
consequently a more or less easy matter for 
a fairly enterprising dog to remove it by in 
dustriously poking at it. 
The object of my invention is to practi 

cally prevent such action, and it consists es 
sentially in providing the can encircling 
cover with a spiked or pointed edge portion 

10, so arranged as to naturally discourage 4 
Such action when it is attempted. Prefer 
ably this protecting pointed edge 10 is 
formed on a separate sheet metal strip 11 
which is adapted to be secured to the cover 
as an Outer band thereon, by suitable clamp 
ing means, as indicated; the spikes or points 
10, 10 being most simply provided by scal 
loping or serrating the edge metal of the 
band, and being spread away from the body 
of the can so as to best insure effective con 
tact there with in any effort, such as pre 
viously mentioned, to displace the cover. 
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The separate pointed-edge band described 
may be conveniently applied to ordinary can 
covers, so as to afford the desired protection 
Without involving any change in the ordi 
nary construction; but in the case of new 
constructions the pointed edge may be ob 
viously provided directly upon the fixed 
flange or band 4 of the cover as indicated in 
Fig. 2; and the protecting points may also 
be formed otherwise than by simply serrat 
ing the sheet metal, as indicated at 10 Fig. 2. 
What I claim is: 
In combination with a garbage can, a han 

dled cover plate therefor having a can-encir 
cling flange which is provided with a circu 
lar series of depending spikes spaced away 
from the wall of the can, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth. 
In testimony whereof I afix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
FRANKLIN J. CARK. 

Witnesses: 
D. M. STEwART, 
ADAM. L. OTTERBEIN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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