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UNITED STATEs PATENT OFFICE. 
Joar w. HowABD, or PITT's BURGE, PENSYLVANIA. 

1,365,405. 

To stages: --- Be it known that I, JoHN W. HowARD, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at Pittsburgh, in the county of Allegheny and 

5 State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Can Openers 
of which the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description, reference being had to the shaft 8 for rotating the pinions to elevate 66 accompanying drawings, forming part of 
this specification. . . . . . . . . . . 
This invention relates broadly to can 

openers and has for its principal object to 
O 

provide a mechanism comprising a cutting 
p shaft 11 ca, device and a clamping device, wherein such devices may be relatively adjusted vertically 

and circumferentially to position, puncture 
and open the can. 
Another object of the present invention is 

to provide a can opener of the type referred 
to having several of the parts adjustable to 
adapt same for use with cans of different 
heights and diameters. 
A further object of the present invention 

is to provide means for centering, clamping 
and elevating a can by a single operation to 
expedite the positioning and opening there 
of. A still further object of the present in 
vention is to construct a can opener in which 
the cutting device may be adjusted circum 
ferentially or radially, and a relative move 
ment in any of said positions may be pro 
duced between the cutter and the can to be 
opened. 

, The foregoing and 6ther objects, together 
85 with their attendant advantages, will be ar 
S. as the invention becomes better un erstood by reference to the accompanying 
specification and drawings forming a part 
thereof, it being premised that changes may 
be made in the various details and the man 
ner of operation within the scope of the ap 
pended claims without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im 
45 proved can opener, parts thereof being 

broken away, and . . . . . 
Fig. 2 is a section on the line II-II of 

Fig. 1. 
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Referring more particularly to the draw 
50 ings; I have illustrated a can opener.com 

prising a base 2 of any desired material and configuration, carrying a pair of uprights 
3 connected by a suitable cross head 4. The 
uprights 3 preferably have formed on one 

55 face thereof a series of rack teeth 5, and 
are provided at their lower ends with feet 

formed therein for receiving wardly projecting pins 23 carried by the 

CAx-oPENEB. 
specification of Letters Patent. . Patented Jan. 11, 1921. 

Application filed August 4, 1919, serial ro, 81.5288. . . . . 
6 adapted to be secured in any desired man 
neto the base 2. . . . . . . . . . Coöperating with the rack teeth 5 are pinions, mounted on the transversely ex- 60 
tending shaft.8, which is journaled adjacent 
its opposite ends in the U-shaped guides 9 
formed on the cross head 10. A suitable 
crank 10 may be formed or secured to the 
the cross head 10 and the mechanism carried . thereby to any desired position for the pur 
pose hereinafter to be described... 
Journaled in the cross head 10 is a stud 

rrying at its lower end a bevel 70 . 
gear 12 adapted to be rotated by coöperat 
ing with bevel gear 13 suitably actuated by 
acrank 14. In the preferred embodiment 
of my invention, the bevel gear 12 carries 
the cutting member 15, which is radially ad- 75 
justable for opening cans of different-di 
ameters by the screw 16 and operating 
thumb nut 17. It will be apparent that 
with the mechanism described it is possible 
to elevate the cross head to any desired po- 80 
sition to permit the insertion of a can Cons 
the base between the uprights and that the cutter is radially adjustable for opening 
such cans of varying diameters. 
I have found that it is desirable to center, 85 

elevate and clamp the cans by a single oper 
ation. In order to accomplish this result, 
I may provide the base 2 with radial slots 
18, for receiving clamping jaws 19. Ro 
tatably mounted in the bearing 20 below the 00 
base, is a plate 21 having eccentric slots 22 

the down 

clamping jaws 19. Each of the clamping 
jaws is preferably provided with an in 95 
clined upper can receiving face 24 at the 
extremity of which there projects upwardly 
a stop 25. Extending through each of the 
stops 25 is a spring arm 26 having an en 
larged head 27 to limit the movement there- 100 
of in one direction, and having an arcuate centering and clamping jaw 28 formed on 
the opposite end thereof. Intermediate the 
face of the stop 25 and the back of the cen 
tering and clamping jaw 28, on each of the 105 
rods. 26, is a spring 29. By reason of this 
construction, it will be apparent that if the 
plate 21 is rotated in a counterclockwise 
direction, the jaws 19 will be moved radially 
inwardly in the slots 18, while if the plate 110 
21 is rotated in the opposite direction, an 
outward movement of the jaws will result. 



O 

5 

20 

If a can is placed in position on the in 
clined faces of the jaws 19, as illustrated, 
and the plate 21 is rotated in a counterclock 
wise direction, the can will ride upwardly 
on the inclined faces until the head of the 
can is engaged and perforated by the cut 
ting mechanism. At this time the mecha 
nism may be operated and the head of the 
can removed. 
If desired, the base of the can opener may 

be provided with a suitable clamp 30 so 
that it may be clamped to a table 81, or 
similar support. a 
The advantages of the present invention 

arise from the construction permitting the 
proper positioning of the cans by a single 
operation, and from means provided for 
easily removing the ends when so posi 
tioned. 
I claim: . 
1. A can opener, comprising a base, up 

rights carried thereby, a cutting mechanism 
carried by said uprights, means for simul 
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taneously clamping a can in position to be 
opened by said cutting mechanism and ele 
vating the same into engagement with the 
cutting mechanism, and means for produc 
ing a relative movement between said E. 
ing means and the cutting mechanism, 'Sub 
stantially as described, 2. A clamping device for can openers, 
comprising a base having radial grooves 
formed therein, a plate rotatably mounted 
with relation to said base, and having eccen 
tric slots formed therein, clamping jaws 
having can supporting and elevating faces 
slidably mounted in said grooves, and hav. 
ing a projection engaging said slots, and 
means for rotating the plate to adjust said 
jaws, substantially as described... . . 

tially as described. y 

1865,405 

3. A clampingjaw for can openers, com 
prising a body having an inclined can re 
ceiving face, a E. formed on said body, 
a spring rodslidab S. 
and a clamping and centering jaw.carried 
by said rod, substantially as described. . . 

mounted in said stop, 
45 

4. A can opener, comprising a base, a cut 
mechanism on said base, said, mechanism comprising a series of adjustable jaws hav 
ing can supporting and elevating faces, and 
means for adjusting said jaws for simultane 

ting mechanism carried thereby, a clamping 
50 

ously elevating a can into engagement with 
the cutting mechanism and clamping the 
same to prevent rotation thereof, substan 55 

5. A can opener, comprising a base, a cut 
ting mechanism above the base and carried 
thereby, a clamping mechanism on said base, 
said mechanism comprising a series of ad 
justable jaws having can supporting and 
elevating faces, and means for adjusting said 
jaws inwardly to simultaneously elevate the 
can Supported thereon into engagement with 
the cutting mechanism and clamp the same 

80 

65 
to prevent rotation thereof, substantially as 
described. 

6. A can opener, comprising a base, a cut 
ting mechanism above the base and carried 
thereby, a clamping mechanism on said base, 
said mechanism comprising a series of ad 
justable jaws having can supporting and 
elevating faces, resilient clamping and cen 

70 

tering means on said jaws and means for 
actuating said jaws, substantially as de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof have hereunto set 

my hand. 
JOHN W. HOWARD. 


