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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs J. ScHMITT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Algoma, in the county of Kewaunee and 

5 State of Wisconsin, have invented certain 

() 

5 

new and useful Improvements in Folding 
Tables, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to folding tables, 

and has for its object to provide, in a man 
ner as hereinafter set forth, a table of such 
class with new and novel means for main 
taining the legs thereof in vertical position 
when extended and for locking the legs in 
parallelism with respect to the inner face of 
the table top when the legs are folded. 

Further objects of the invention are to 
provide, in a manner as hereillafter set 
forth, a folding table, which is simple in its 

20 construction and arrangement, strong, dur 

s 

able, compact when folded, conveniently set 
up and folded when desired, and compara 
tively inexpensive to manufacture. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

25 view, the invention consists of the novel 
construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts, as hereinafter more specifically de 
scribed and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, wherein is shown an embodiment 

80 of the invention, but it is to be understood 
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that changes, variations and modifications 
can be resorted to which come within the 
scope of the claims hereunto appended. 

In the drawings wherein like reference 
characters denote corresponding parts 
throughout the several views:- 

Figure 1 is a bottom plan of a folding 
table, in accordance with this invention, 
with the legs at one end of the table extend 
ed and the legs at the other end folded. 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view 
of the table with the legs thereof extended. 

Figure 3 is a section online 3-3, Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary view, in plan, 

of a modified form of a combined brace and 
coupling element. 

Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view 
of the form shown in Figure 4. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, 1 de 
notes the top of the table, which preferably 
is of rectangular contour. Secured to the 
inner face of the top 1 is a pair of trans 
versely extending cleats or brace members 2, 
3, which are arranged at a substantial dis 
tance from, but in proximity to the ends of 

the top 1. Each of the said cleats is of a 
length less than the width and has its ends 
positioned inwardly with respect to the side 
edges of the top 1. 
Two pair of supporting legs ale provided 

for supporting the top 1. The legs of one 
pair are indicated at 4 and those of the 
other at 5. The pairs of legs 4, 5, are co 
nected together at their upper ends by the 
combined brace and coupling bal's 6, 7, re 
spectively and which are flush with the 
upper end edges of the legs. The pairs of 
legs 4, 5, are connected to the cleats 2, 3 by 
the pairs of hinges 8, 9, respectively. When 
the pairs of legs 4, 5 are extended they 
abut against the outer sides of the cleats and 
the inner face of the top 1 and further are 
flush with the end edges of the latter. 
Arranged between and secured to the 

pairs of legs 4, 5 are the brace rods 10, 11 
respectively and upon each of said rods is 
pivotally mounted a combined brace and 
coupling element and which are referred to 
generally by the reference characters 12, 13 
and extend in opposite directions with re 
spect to each other. 
Each of said elements consists of a tu 

bular bar 14 of the desired length having 
peripheral threads 15 at one end and periph 
eral threads 16 at the other end thereof, 
Threadedly engaging with the threads 15 is 
a T-coupling 17 through which extends a 
brace rod 10 or 11, and upon the latter the 
element pivots. - 
Threadedly engaging with the threads 16 

is a collar 18 provided with a pair of op 
posed rear Waldly extending apertured 
aims 19. 

Secured to the inner face of the top 1, 
at the longitudinal center thereof, is a pair 
of lengthwise aligning bal's 20, 21 abutting 
at their opposed ends and having their outer 
ends spaced from the cleats 2, 3. The lower 
face of each of the bars 20, 21 is provided 
throughout with a dove-tail groove 22. 
Mounted in each of the grooves 22 is an in 
verted channel-shaped metallic casing 23 of 
the same length and contoul as the length 
and shape of the groove, and which pro 
vides a combined guide and connecting 
means for a slidable rectangular combined 
guide and coupling block. The blocks are 
indicated at 24, 25, and each associates with 
the element 12 and the latter with the ele 
ment 13. The sides of each block are bey 
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eiled to conform to the shape of the sides 
of the casing 23, in which the block is 
mounted. 
The top of each of the casings 23, as 

well as each of the bal's 20, 21, near the 
inner end thereof, is for inned with an open 
ing, as indicated at 26, 27, respectively. The 
openings 26 register with the openings 2. 
The purpose of the registering openings 
will be presently referred to. 
The blocks 2-, 25, between their trans 

verse center and outer elds, have depend 
ing there from eye bolts 28, 29 respectively. 
To the eye bolt 2S, is pivotally connected. 
as at 30, the arms 19 of the element 12, 
and the arms 19 of the element 13 are piv 
otally connected to the eye bolt 29, as at 31. 

Carried by the blocks 24, 25, at the innel 
end thereof, is a spling controlled latch 
ing device 3:2, which operates through an 
opening in the block and frictionally en 
gages with the top of a casing 23 to inain 
tain a pair of legs in position when ex 
tended. The latching device 32 is furthei" 
adapted to engage in registering openings 
26, 27, for locking a pair of legs in folded 
position, that is parallel with the inner face 
of the top 1. 
In the modification show in in Figures :- 

and 5, the rods 10, 11 and the T-couplings 
it are dispensed with. The combined brace 
and coupling element consists of a tubular 
bar 33, of the desired length provided at 
each end with peripheral threads. Thread 
edly engaging with the inner end of the 
bar 33 is a collar 34 provided with a pair 
of opposed rearwardly extending apertured 
arms 35 adapted to be pivotally connected 
to an eye bolt carried by a block 24 or 
25. Threadedly engaging with the outer 
end of to bar 3:2 a coal 36 formed 
with a pair of opposed outwardly extend 
ing apertured aims 3; which are pivotally 
collected, as at 38, to an eye bolt 39, se 
called to a coilined race and coupling b: 1 
(3 or 7. Otherwise than that, as stated, the 
constriction (): the table will be the sanc 
as refered ii. 
1, 2 and 3. 
When a pair of legs is extended, the latch 

ing device 32 frictionally engaging with the 
top of a casing 23 will maintain the legs 
in sell position. When it is desired tr. 

legs, the latching device is pulled fold the 
from engageinent with the casing 23 and 
the slidable block shifted inwardly which 
carries a combined brace and coupling ele 
ment there with, Swinging the legs inwardly, 
and as the block is shifted towards the inner 
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end of a casing 23, the latching device will 
eventially oppose a pair of registering 
openings so that the latching bolt will en 
gage in said 'egistering openings and will 
lock the legs in folded position. 

it is thought that the many advantages 
of a folding table, in accordance with this 
invention, can be readily understood, and 
&lthough the preferred embodiment of the 
invetition is as illustrated and described, yet 
it is to be understood that changes in the 
details of consti'ction can be had which 
Wiii fall within the scope of the invention as 
claic (i. 

Vilai claiian is:- 
1. A folding talle coln prising a top, tw: 

aii's of end legs, leans to coupling each 
s air of legs together', a pair of cleat: 

clied to the inner face of said top, means 
for hinging the legs of each pair at a point 
relia oved from their upper ends to the lower 
face of a cleat, a pair of slidable op 
positely movable colubined guide and coul 
illing blocks, lineans ari'alged at the longi. 
tidinal center of the inner face of said top 
for slidably colilecting said blocks there. 
to, oppositely extending combined brace and 
couping elein lents pivotally connected to 
said legs, inneans depending fron said blocks, 
fol' pivotally connecting said elements there 
with, and latching devices carried by said 
blocks and coacting with said first men 
tioned connecting leans for maintaining 
the legs extended and locked when folded. 

2. A folding table comprising a top, a 
spaced pair of cleats secured to the inner 
face of said top at points adjacent the ends 
thereof, two pairs of end legs, each pair ar 
ranged outwardly with l'espect to a cleat, 
ineals for hinging the legs of each pair in 
p'oximity to their uppe; ends to a cleat, a 
pair of slickaille, oppositely movable, apei'. 
tured, coni): 'd guide and coupling blocks. 
in eans Secured to the inner face of the to. 
between the 'iei is for siidably conjeeting 
the locks () the to) and rovided with 
opelings at lated it 'egister with the air 
tl: 'es in the blocks. Oppositely extending 
collined bi'ace at coping eel lents piv 
otally connected to said legs. }leans extend 
ing from Said blocks fol' pivotally connect 
ing said elements there with, and latching 
devices carried by said blocks and selec. 
tively coacting with Said openings and aper 
tures for illaintaining the legs extended and 
locked when folded. 

in testimony whereof, I afix my signa 
ture hereto. 

CHARES J. SC MITT. 
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