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To wli whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CEaARrLEs J. ScmmITt,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Algoma, in the county of Kewaunce “and
State of Wisconsin, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in IFolding
Tables, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This -invention relates to folding tables,
and has for its object to provide, in a man-
ner as hereinafter set forth, a table of such
class with new and novel means for main-
taining the legs thereof in vertical position
when extended and for locking the legs in
parallelism with respect to the inner face of

the table top when the legs are folded.

Further objects of the invention are to
provide, in a manner as hereinafter set
forth, a folding table, which is simple in its
<,0nst1uct10n ﬂnd arrangement, strong, dur-
able, compact when folded, conveniently set
up and folded when desued, and compara-
tively inexpensive to manufacture,

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists of the novel
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts, as hereinafter more specifically de-
scribed and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, wherein is shown an embodiment
of the mventmn, but it is to be understood
that changes, variations and modifications
can be resorted to which come within the
scope of the claims hereunto appended.

In the drawings wherein like reference
characters denote corresponding  parts
throughout the several views:— ‘

Figure 1'is a bottom plan of a folding

table, in accordance with this invention,

with the legs at one end of the table extend-
ed and the legs at the other end folded.

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
of the table with the legs thereof extended.

Figure 3 is a section on line 8—3, Figure 1.

Figure 4 is a fragmentary view, in plan,
of a modified form of a combined brace ‘md
coupling element.

I‘]o'ure 51s a lonmtudlml sectional view
of the form shown in Figure 4.

Referring to the drawmcrs in detail, 1 de-
notes the top of the table, “Wwhich pleferably
is of rectangular contour. Secured to the
inner face of the top 1 is a pair of trans-
versely extending cleats or brace members 2,
8, which are arranged at a substantial dis-
tance from, but in proximity to the ends of
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the top 1. Each of the said cleats is of a
length less than the width and has its ends
posmloned inwardly with respect to the side
edges of the top 1.

Two palr of supporting legs ave provided
for supporting the top 1. The legs of one
pair are indicated at 4 and those of the
other at 5. The pairs of legs 4, 5, are con-
nected together at their upper ends by the
combined brace and coupling bars 6, 7, re-
spectively and which are flush with the
upper end edges of the legs. The pan’s of
legs 4, 5, are connected to the cleats 2, 3 by
the pa1rs of hinges 8, 9, respectively. When
the pairs of legs 4, 5 are extended they
abut against the outer ~1des of the cleats and
the inner face of the top 1 and further are
flush with the end edges of the latter.

Armnoed between and secured fo the
pairs of leos 4,5 are the brace rods 10, 11
Iespectlvel;; and upon each of said rods is
pivotally mounted a combined brace and
coupling element and which are referred to
generally by the reference characters 12, 13
and extend in opposite directions with re-
spect-to each other,

Hach of said elements consists of a tu-
bular bar 14 of the desired length having
peripheral threads 15 at one end and perlph-
eral threads 16 at the other end thereof.
Threadedly engaging with the threads 15 is
a T-coupling 17 through which extends a
brace rod 10 or 11, and upon the Iatter the
element pivots.

Threadedly engaging with the threads 16
is a collar 18 pro ovided with a pdr of op-
posed  rearwardly e\fendmg apertured
arms 19.

Secured to the inner face of the top 1,
at the longitudinal center thercof, is a pair
of lengthwise aligning bars 20, o1 » \butting
at their opposed ends and hﬁvmo thnh outer
ends spaced from the cleats 2, 3. The lower
face of each of the bars 20, 21 is provided
throughout with a dove-tail groove 22
Mounted in each of the grooves 22 is an in-

verted channel-shaped metallic casing 23 of

the same length and contour as the leJmtn
and shape of the groove, and which pro-
vides a combmed Oulde and connecting

means for a shdable rectangular combmeJ

guide and coupling block. The blocks are
indicated at 24, 25, and each associates with
the element 12 and the latter with the ele-
ment 13. The sides of each block are bey-
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elled to conform
of the casing 23,
mounted.

The top of each of the casings
well as each of the bars 20, 21, near the
inner end thereof, i formed with an open-
ing, as indicated at 20, 27, vespectively. The
openings 26 1'00155-01' with the openings 27.
The purpose of the registering openings
\\'x]] be piwcnth referred to.

The blocks 24, 25, between their trans-
verse cenfer and outer ends, have depend-
ing therefrom eye bolts 28, 29 respectively.
To the eye bolt 28, iz pivotally connected,
as at 30, the arms 19 of the element 12,
and the armsg 19 of the element 13 are p?“
otally connected to the eyve bolt 29, as at 81

Carried by the blocks ‘9.4, 25, at the inmer
end thereof, is a spring Conuol ed latch-
ing device 32, which operates through
opening in the block aund Jl‘miwnadv e
gages with the top of a casing 23 to main-
fain a pair of knm I po ition when e
tended.  The latching device 32 is further
‘mdap‘re(l to engage in registering oponmm
26, 27, for 1001\111,& a palr m‘ ‘nm in folde:
];omtl(m that is pa rallel with inner 'lu(u
of the top 1.

In the modification

to the shape of the sides
in which the Dblock is
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o
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shown in Figures 4
and 5, the rods 10, 11 and the T-couplings
17 ave dispensed with., The combined Dbrace
and e )uphug element consists of a tubular
bar 33, of the desived length provided at

each end with peripheral thre‘lds Thread-
LC;I\ engaging with the inner end of the
bar 83 1z a collar 84 provided with a pair
of oppn%d rearwardly extending 1pe1"t1u'ed
arms 35 adapted to be pivota 71\' connected
to an eye bolt carried by a block 24 or
25. "‘hrmuedlv vnuﬂﬂmu with the outer
uml of the ‘Llr 32 is a collar 36 formed
with o pair of opposed outwardly extend-
g apert mvd armg which ave pivotally
connected, as at 38, to an eye holt 39, ce-
cuved ta n combined brace and coupling I)u
G or 7. Otherwise than that as stated, the
construction of the table will be the samc
as referved to in connection with
1, 2 and 3.

When a pair of legs is extended, the lateh-
ing device 32 frictionally engaging with the
top of & cusing 23 will meaintain the legs
in such position. When it iz desired to
fold the legs, the Iatehing deviee is pulled
from engagement with the casing 23 and
the slidable block shifted inwardly which
carries a combined brace and coupling ele-
ment therewith, swinging the legs inwardly,
and as the block is shitted towards the inner
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end of a casing 23, the latching device will
eventually oppose a pair of registering
openings so that the latching bolt “will en-
gage in said registering openings and will
lock the legs in folded position.

It is Uough* that the many advantages
of a folding table, in accordance with this
invention, can be readily understood, and
elihou 'h the }‘wc"’umml embodiment of the

Ve is us illustrated and described, yet

i o understood that changes in the

3 st construetion ean be had which
will f2ll within the s pe of the invention as
clatmed,

A f"z ;

IR
o table wmmmmg a top, two
legs, means for coupling each
v ()'{’ h};;“:; together, a p*\ir of cleats se-
id(o of gaid top, means
of each pair at a point
Temoy 0'1 from thei upper ends to the lower
face of a deat, a pair of slidable op-
p\;mel\' movable combined guide and cou-
pling blocks, means arranged at thv fongt-
tudinal center of the inner face of said tn

{for slidably connecting said blocks there-
to, u{ positely cxtending combined brace and
me‘uw elements pivolally connected to
said legs, means depending from said blocls
for pivotally conmecting said elements theve-
vith, and Tatehing devices earvied by said
blocks and coacting with said first men-
101131 connecting means for maintaining
the 109} extended and locked when folded.

2 A mlchng table comprising a top, =
spaced pair of cleats secured to the inner
face of said top at points adjacent the ends
thereof, two pairs of end legs, each pd‘ir ar-
ranged outwardly with mapw‘t to a cleat,
means for hinging the legs of each pair in
proximity to their upper ends to a cleat, o
pair of slidable, oppositely movable, aper-
tured, combined guide and coupling blocls,
means secured the inner face of the top,
hetween the eleatz {or siidably connécting
the blocks to the lop and provided with
openings adapted to vegister with the aper-

th

tures 1 the blocks, oppositely  extending
combined brace and coupling elements piv-
olally connected to said legs, means extend-
ing from said blocks for pivetally conneet-
ing said elements thorewith, and latching
devices carried by said Dlocks and selec-
tively coacting with said openings and aper-
tures for mnnt(unmw the fegs extended and
locked when folded.

In testimony whercof, 1
ture hereto.
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affix my signa-

CHARLES J. SCHMITT.
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