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What is claimed is: ? * * 7 ? 

1. A hinged butt joint construction comprising, in 
combination, first and second structural members each 
having a central web portion with the central web por 
tion of said first strtictural member containing a longi 
tudinal slot, a hinge connecting adjacent ends of said 
structural members, a plate slidably attached to the 
web portion of said first structural member and having 
a slot entering the end of said plate facing in the same 
direction as the end of said first structural member; 
means projecting from the web portion of said second 
structural member to engage the slot in said plate when 
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2. The combination according to claim 1 wherein 

said means projecting from the web portion of said 
Second structural member comprises at least two spaced 
apart lugs. * 

3. The combination according to.claim 2 wherein Said 
locking means comprises a pin extending through the 
slot in said first structural member and through an aper 

: ture in said plate, said pin having an enlarged end piece, 
10) 

said structural members are unfolded into an extended ? 
relation and saidplate is then slid otitwards alongside the 
web portion of said second structural member, and lock 
ing means extending; through said plate and the slot 
in the web portion of said first structural member, said 
locking means limiting the movement of said plate from 
an extended to a retracted position alongside said first 
structural member and said locking means selectively 
securing said plate to said first structural member in ex 
tended and retracted positions. 
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a fiat head on said pin disposed adjacent to said plate, 
and prongs extending from said head into corresponding 
apertures in said plate so that Said pin and said head 
may be moved to engage said prongs with one of two 
sets of corresponding apertures in the web portion of 
said first structural member to selectively lock said plate 
in an extended or a retracted position. 
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