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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MArRY M. BLISS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Paw-
tucket, in the county of Providence and State
of Rhode Island, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Corsets; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention has for its object to so im-
prove the construction of corsets having ver-
tical bones running from top to bottom as to
almost entirely prevent breakage of the
bones and stays at the waist, while at the
same time an easy and perfect fit is given to
the corset and a comfortable support to the
waist. It is of course well understood that
corsets for ordinary use are required to be
non-yielding and inelastic at the waist. For
this reason it is preferred that the bones
should extend from the top to the bottom of
the corset. On the other hand, it is equally
important that the corset should bs so con-
structed as to permit free and ample move-
ment of the body, as in bending or stooping.
The result has been that with ordinary ver-
tically-boned corsets the bones have broken
so quickly at the waist as to frequently ren-
der the corsets useless while otherwise not
worn in the slightest.

My invention is especially applicable to
vertically-boned ecorsets, as it gives strength
at just the position where it is required and
prevents breakage of the bones. It prevents
the corset from yielding at all at the waist-
line, as the band is absolutely non-yielding
longitudinally, but permits ample movement
of the body, as the band is quite yielding and
elastic transversely, but giving at all times a
perfect support to the waist.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1is an eleva-
tion of a corset in the extended position; Fig.
2, a detail view, on an enlarged scale, of the
back edge of one of the sections; Fig. 3, a
section on the line x « in Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is

a perspeetive of the corset with the sections
clasped together as in use.

1 denotes sections of a corset having the
usual vertical pockets 4, containing bones,
extending from top to bottom thereof; 5, the
front stays; 6, the back stays, and A my novel

-strip.

: its shape.

bands, which are made from strips of cloth
cut bias, as clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3.
This band, when in place, consists of a series
of pockets denoted by 2, which are formed
by seams 3, running longitudinally of the
These seams, in addition to forming
the pockets, serve, also, in practice to attach
the bands to the corset. The pockets are
filled with strips of whalebone or cord 7; or,

_if preferred, stays made from vegetable fiber

may be used. These bones extend the entire
width of the corset from edge to.edge and are
firmly attached to both front and back stays
by stitching or in any suitable manner. The
number of pockets and bones is of course not
of the essence of my invention. Ihaveshown
nine in the drawings and have used this num-
ber in practice and find it to meet the re-
quirements perfectly. When nine or any un-
even number of pockets and bones is used,
the middle bone is placed directly over the
waist-line. In use the band above and below
the waist-line will yield amply to meet the
requirements of use, but at the same time
will give a firm but yielding support to the
vertical bones, thus preventing them from
breaking and enabling a much smaller num-
ber of vertical bones to be used than has here-
tofore been required to make a corset retain
This-adds greatly to the comfort
of the wearer and is of importance to the
manufacturer, as it materially lessens the
original eost of production.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

The combination, with a corset having
bones extending from top to bottom and the
usual front and back stays, of a band the
center of which is placed at the waist-line,
said band being made from a strip of cloth
cut bias and consisting of a series of longi-
tudinal pockets formed by seams, each pocket
containing a suitable resilient stay and ex-
tending from extreme edge to edge of the sec-
tion and covering and being attached firmly
to the front and back stays at the waist-line.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

MARY M. BLISS.

Witnesses:
J. B. RYDER,
H. A. RYDER.
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