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This invention relates to toy beds and has for 
its objects a construction in such beds. Whereby 
portions of the bed may be folded to facilitate 
shipment thereof and by which construction cer 
tain parts of the bed ordinarily susceptible to 
breakage are practically free from that danger 
without altering the appearance of the bed. 
These and other objects are attained by the 

means described herein and disclosed in the ac 
companying drawing, in which: - - - 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a bed as set up 
for use. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary elevation of 
a portion of the bed embodying my invention, 
with a part broken away to disclose the detailed 
structure thereof. -' . 

Fig. 3 is a view taken along the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2. , 
In detail, the bed comprises ahead board 1, 

and a foot board 2 of the bed frame, with legs 3 
secured at opposite ends thereof respectively and 
the head and footboards including the legs at 
tached thereto connected in the ordinary manner 
as by side rails extending between the legs at the 
head and foot of the bed respectively (not shown) 
forming a rectangular bed frame for supporting 
a mattress, as indicated at 4. The head and foot 
boards are secured at opposite ends respectively 
to the upper ends of the legs by mortice and 
tenon joints as indicated in Fig. 2, the upper ends 
of the legs, extending slightly above the upper 
edge of the boards as clearly indicated in Fig. 2. 
The upper end of each of the legs has rounded 
edges 5 and a flattened end 6 and is provided 
With a vertical hole 7 drilled into the end of the 
leg longitudinally thereof in the center of the 
flattened portion. on the upper ends of each of the legs posts 8 
are provided in upward extension of the legs to 
make a bed commonly called a poster bed. These 
posts are centrally flattened, at their lower ends 
each, as indicated in Fig. 2, to seat against on the 
flattened upper ends of the legs respectively and 
are rounded at the edges of the lower end at 9. 
A hole 10 is drilled in the lower end to axially 
align in upward extension with the hole 7 in the 
leg. The posts 8 are each secured to the legs by 
a coil spring 11 extending at its opposite ends re 
spectively into holes 7 and 10. This spring is 
first secured at its upper end in the upper end of 
hole 10 as by a pin 12 and is then pulled into the 
hole 7 in the leg through a mortice 13 in the 
upper end of the leg in which the tenon at the 
end of the foot or head board, as the case may be, 
is later inserted. By this means the Spring 11 is 
tensioned and is then fastened at the lower end in 
the lower end of hole 7 by a staple or pin 14. 

It will be seen from the foregoing, that the 
posts 8 will be held in upright position by the ten 
sion of the spring 11 with the flattened upper 

ends of the legs and the flattened lower ends of 
the posts Seated firmly together, and to all ap 
pearances the pCStS and legs being a unitary 
structure. Also, it will be manifest that the posts 
cannot be broken off by being accidentally struck, 
due to the fact that the posts will give in any 
direction when struck, and will afterward auto 
matically resume an upright position the same 
as before, the rounded adjacent ends of the posts 
and legs acting as a universal bearing at the joint. 

It is customary in the trade to make toy beds 
in sets of several sizes to accommodate "fami 
ies” of dolls, as it were, and these are packed 
in SetS. Formerly, in order to make up these 
sets, it has been necessary to ship the beds 
“knocked down', or to hinge the foot and head 
pieces, including the legs, to the frame. Where 
the beds are shipped knocked down, the retail 
stores are compelled to set up the beds, work 
which is objectionable to the stores since it takes 
time, and frequently the parts are damaged due 
to inexperienced help or are soiled, or the parts 
do not properly fit, etc., and where the foot and 
head pieces are hinged, the mechanical struc 
ture is too complicated for the child to properly 
operate involving friction joints with no posi 
tive catch, or catches which become bent or 
broken, all in all being unsatisfactory for use by 
children. ... ." 
In my structure this is overcome by providing 

means for holding the posts in depressed posi 
tion in which position the smaller beds in the 
set may be nested below the larger ones, and make 
a package. - - 
The means for holding the posts in depressed 

position comprise foot and head members 15 be 
ing flat pieces extending longitudinally of the 
foot and head boards 1 and each grooved on 
the lower edge at 17 to fit over the upper edges 
of the foot and head boards respectively. These 
pieces may be secured to the boards by gluing 
in the groove or any desirable manner. 
At their opposite ends the lower corners o 

the pieces 15. are cut away thus forning over 
hanging ends 18 which are concave on their un- . 
derSides as at 19 and the pieces are of a length 
so that when the posts 8 are folded downwardly 
over the ends of the foot and head boards, the 
outer upper ends of the postS will paSS under 
the overhanging ends of the pieces 15 and will 
fit in the concave portion 19 and will be held 
therein as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 2. 
In order to release the posts from this posi 

tion it is only necessary to push the ends of 
the posts from engagement under the ends 18 
of the pieces 15 and the postS will automatically 
resume an upright position. 
The foot and head pieces 15 are slightly higher 

at their upper edges than the upper sides of the 
posts when the posts are in depressed position 
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2. 
in order to prevent accidental dislodgement of 
the postS in nesting the beds or in sliding the 
beds under some piece of furniture in a child's 
playroom So as to be out of the Way, Since the 
foot and head pieces 15 will take any pressure 
Or blow imposed thereon and not the posts. 

It is manifest of course that the foot and head 
pieces 15 may be made in Ornamental designs 
as they complement the design of the bed, and 
the posts may be long or short as desired;... the 
length of the pieces 15 being correspondingly. 
lengthened or shortened. Also the posts, may 
take many ornamental shapes as may be accom 
plished by turning on a lathe or otherwise, and 
when folded will make a differently designed bed 
than when upright' thus' affording two distinct 
kinds of beds both ornamental and complete. 

Having described my invention, I claim: 
1: A bedstead provided with posts at the cor 

ners thereof projecting upwardly therefrom, said 
posts being mounted for movement from upright 
to a substantially horizontal position, and means 
arranged and adapted to yieldably urge said posts: 
from a substantially horizontal to an upright po 
sition and to yieldably retain said posts-in-up 
right position: 

2. In a toy bedstead, including legs for sup-- 
porting the bedstead on the floor, posts: posi 
tioned on said legs in upward extension thereof, 
each of said posts and legs provided with axially 
aligned openings at their adjoining ends, and a 
coil spring within said: openings. Secured at: Oine: 
end within the opening in the post and at the 
other end within the opening in the leg, said 
spring being under tension whereby the post is 
yieldably retained in upward extension relative 
to the leg. 

3: In a structure as defined in claim 2, the post 
and leg each being - formed with a flat Sulface. 
around said openings respectively; for firmly seat 
ing together when the post is in upright posi 
tion, and the edges of the adjoining ends of the 
post and leg being rounded-to-permit rocking the 
post in any direction. 

4: A bedstead provided with posts at the cor 
ners thereof projecting upwardly therefrom, 
means mounting the-posts each at their lower 
ends to the bedstead for movement-of-the-posts 
to a laterally extending position, and means for 
securing the posts in-the-laterally extendingpo 
sition, said means comprising a member on the 
bedstead-adapted to engage the posts when in the 
last mentioned position. 

5. In a toy bedstead including legs for Sup 
porting the bedsteads on the-floor, a post-on each 
of said legs positioned in upward extension there 
of and means for yieldably retaining said post in 
upright position, said means arranged and adapt 
ed to secure the post to the leg and to permit 
movement of the post to a laterally extending 
position, and means on a side of the bedstead 
arranged and adapted to engage the pest for 
holding the same in said last mentioned posi 
tion. 

6. In a toy bedstead"including legs-for-support 
ing the bedstead on therfoor, a post on each of 
said legs positioned in upward extension thereof 
and means yieldably: retaining said post in up 
right position, said means arranged and adapted 
to secure the post to the leg and to permit move 
ment of the post to a laterally extending position, 
and means on a side of the bedstead arranged and 

1975,305 
adapted each to engage the outer ends of a pair 
Of said posts for holding the posts in the last 
mentioned position, 

7. In a structure as defined in claim. 6, said 
means comprising a horizontally dispos3d mem 
ber disposed above a side of the bedstead and 
Secured thereto intermediate its ends, the ends 
of Said member being undercut and recessed on 
the underside of said ends to provide a socket 
for:receiving: the ends of each of the pair of postS 
respectively. 

8. A toy bedstead including a head board and 
a footboard and legs at the opposite ends there 
of:for Supporting the bedstead on the floor, posts 
positioned on said legs in upward extension 
thereef means mounting the posts: thereto for 
movement from an upright to a laterally extend-- 
ing relation- whileiretaining the adjacent ends. of 
the posts and legs respectively in abutting rela 
tion, means yieldably retainings the posts in up 
right position, and means on the head board and 
foot board arranged and: adapted to. engage an 
end each of the posts at; the head and foot of 
the bed respectively for holding said: posts in 
laterally extending position. 

9. In an article of furnitures of the type having 
a main body portion and a post projecting, there-. 
from, means yieldably: retainings said post in a 
position substantially perpandicular to the body, 
portion and securing. the post; thereto, with its 
inner end Seated against the body... portion, and 
means permitting movement of the outer end of 
Said post in any direction about the point of con 
tact of the inneriend with the body as an-axis. 

10: A bedstead provided with posts at the cor 
ners thereof projecting upwardly, therefrom, said 
posts being mounted for movement from upright 
to a substantially, horizontal position, means 
yieldably. retaining said posts in upright position 
and means for securing said posts in horizontal. 
position. 

11. In an article of furniture... having a main 
body-portion, a member.normally projecting-out 
wardly therefrom and pivotally secured thereto 
at the end adjacent the body portion for move 
ment-of-the-member from the normal outwardly 
projecting position-to-alaterally extending posi 
tion at eithers opposite side, means arranged 
and adapted to yieldably urge-said member from 
the last mentioned position to the normal out Wardly projecting spesition-at-all-times: 

12. In a toy bedstead including legs' rigidly, 
secured thereto for supporting the bedstead on 
the floor, posts positioned on the legs-in upward 
extension-thereof, and means yieldably retaining 
Said posts in upright position, said means com 
prising a resilient member secured at opposite 
ends respectively to and extending at opposite 
ends into each of said posts and legs respactively. 

13. In a toy bedstead including legs rigidly. 
ecured thereto for supporting the bedstead on 
the floor, posts positioned on the legs in upward 
extension thereof and means yieldably retaining 
Said posts in upright position, each of said posts 
and legs provided with axially aligned openings 
at their adjoining ends' and said-means compris 
ing a resilient member positioned within the 
openings and extending across the juncture of the 
adjoining ends of the-post and leg' and secured 
at opposite ends to the post and leg respectively; 
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