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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES A. KENT, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Beverly, in the county of Essex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Linemen’s Wire-Grips,
of which the following, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, is a speci-
fication.

This invention has for its object to provide
a novel, simple, efficient, and economical im-
plement for the purpose of stretching tele-
graph or other electric or fence wires; and
to this end it consists in the features of con-
struction and the combination or arrange-
ment of devices hereinafter described and
claimed, reference being made to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is & plan view of a wire-grip con-
structed in accordance with my invention;
and Fig. 2'is a sectional view taken on the
line z z, Fig. 1. ]

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use myinvention,I will now de-
scribe the same in detail, referring té the
drawings, wherein—

The letter A indicates a flattened base-
plate provided at one extremity with a slot
A’ and a series of notches, teeth, or serra-
tions A’. A rigid jaw B, having a series of
notches, teeth, or serrations B’, is arranged
across the slotted portion of the base-plate,
so that its notches, teeth, or serrations inter-
lock with those of the base-plate. A clamp-
ing screw-bolt G extends through the rigid
jaw and through the slot in the base-plate,
and its screw-threaded extremity is provided
with a thumb-nut G’ for the purpose of tight-
ening the clamping-bolt, and thereby securely
locking the rigid jaw in any position to which
it may be adjusted relatively to the acting
face of a Dbell-crank jaw C, which is pivoted
ab its angle to the base-plate through the me-
dium of a pivot-pin @. The bell-crank jaw C
is so pivoted as to swing in a plane parallel
with the flat surface of the base-plate for the
purpose of gripping a wire D, placed between
the two jaws. The short arm of the bell-
crank jaw C is formed with a bifurcation ¢/
to receive loosely the extremity of a lever E,
which ispivoted to the extremity of the shank-

like portion of the base-plate. The lever E
is pivoted intermediate its extremities to the
shank-like extension of the bage-plate through
the medium of a pivot-pin a’, and the extrem-
ity of the lever opposite the extremity which
engages the fork C’ of the bell-crank jaw is
formed or otherwise provided with a loop or
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eye E’ to receive a strap or cable F, the con- -

struction and arrangement being such that
strain upon the strap or cable will swing the
lever K in the direction of the arrow, Fig. 1,
and thereby rock the bell-crank jaw on its
pivot in the direction to clamp the wire
against the rigid jaw B. DBy this means ten-
sion on the strap or cable tends to constantly
press the bell-crank jaw into its gripping po-
sition, thereby effectually gripping the wire
for the purpose of stretching the same. By
adjusting the rigid jaw toward or from the
acting face of the swinging bell-crank jaw
the parts are rendered susceptible of prop-

erly acting upon wires of varying diameter

or size.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

I claim is—

1. Awire-grip consisting of a flattened base-
plate having a shank-like extension and a
rigid jaw B, a bell-crank jaw C, pivoted at its
angle to and swinging in a plane parallel
with the base-plate and having its short arm
provided with a bifurcation ¢/, and alever E,
pivoted intermediate its extremities to the
shank-like extension of the base-plate, hav-
ing one end engaging the bifurcation of the
bell-crank jaw and its other end projecting
past the extremity of the shank-like exten-
sion and having a loop or eye for engaging a
strap or cable, so that tension on the latter
throws the bell-crank jaw into gripping ac-
tion, substantially as described.

2. A wire-grip consisting of a flattened base-
plate having a shank-like extension, a slot
A’ and a seriesof notches or teeth A’, an ad-
justable jaw B, having notches or teeth B’
and provided with a clamping-bolt extending
through the slot of the base-plate, a bell-crank
jaw pivoted at its angle to and swinging in a
plane parallel with the base-plate,and a lever
E, pivoted intermediate its extremities tothe
base-plate,havingoneendloosely engaging the
short arm of the bell-crank jaw and its other
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end projecting pasttheextremityof theshank- | name to this specification, in the presence of
like extension of the base-plate, and provided | two subscribing witnesses, on this 18th day of
with a loop or eye for engaging a strap or ca- | May, A. D. 1891,

ble, so that tension on the latter throws the CHARLES A, KENT.
5 bell-crank jaw into gripping action, substan- Witnesses:
tially as described. ALBAN ANDREN,

In testimony whereof I have signed my HEeELEN T. ANDREN.




