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= 6. Claims,
“The" present - mventmn “relates ~to * 1mp10ved
Tways® and heans whereby: a* horn” blowmg Ting,
“siich- as ig operably’ mountéd6n" an* aiitomobile
= steermg wheel ‘may be conveniently: and reli ably
ctuated and has ‘reference -more - speclﬁcally
“gtatéd, toa press-button whieh'is’ adapted-to
-aecommodate’snd-be-aetimtéd by the thumb 0f
~one hatd of the-driver.

Since it-is*not*always’ eonvenient, whﬂe driv-

1ng-to safely operate a’‘horn Tihgonthe spur
~0fthe moment itis customary to lift onehand off
-0fthe steenng wheel to eonveniertly reach dnd
“dep1ess the Ting. ' Ib-ds safer,-ab least for most
“drivers,” to“keep: both: hands- on’the* wheel “at

“all” tlmes ‘during the' course-of “driving. “There--

fore ‘there has existéd a'need for a ‘suitablé trip
“for“the ring which'is capable-of being" operated
by the -thumb:6f” one’ hand-“witholtt- havihg to
Sfift: the'hand -6fF of* the steering -wheel. - It"is

“the obvious object: of‘the instant invention; ther e-*

“fore, 0 bring “this ‘desire ‘to* & pomt of “fruition
~and,as ‘herein “disclosed, thist:is-accomplished
through the medium of a simple and “practical
Hhymmb-button® whichis’ attached 0 the horn ring.

saf relatively: latrge -button: whichiisof sufficient
areal extent to reside within easy<to-réach range
“of theroperating thumb;said bittor being further
sguitable in -thati it s detdchable and-also--ad-
Justab‘le, ‘thelatter provisionmaking it*possible
“fo-loeate the blitton-at a:poiht~of Vantage that
is, within operating range-0f tlie -blace on the
istesring . wheel where ‘the” particular “driver -cus-
«tgmarily takes hiold:of the- steering wheel quring
Jtheeourse6f normal-straight-away driving.
AT Rirther: objéct of the inventien “has to*-do
-withsa horn ring press-button-which is''charac-
terized: by!a-base’ and means for.separably:and
laémjlstal'oly ‘clamping the: same~on-‘the Fingsaid

“hase being ‘provided - with~a’ facing: ‘member or-

plate which is removiably ¢lasped-atop- the-base,
said facing plate being constructed to harmonize
with~both the Hofn '#ifig and steering wheel in
respect to color schemes.and-materials used.
Tt is also Within the puirview of the inventive
seoneept: tooprovide® arbaseof* light weight*éco-
nomical material, simple méansifor-¢clamping
the same:-on:-the:horn: ring,~said+base having
clasps for holding the cover or face .plate.in
_position and the latter, if désired, - being of trans-
‘parent plastics appropriately covered. and..serv-
Jing to hold an’ escufcheon plate-or an- 1n51gn1a
“plate: on"'the base between . the..latter- and ‘'the
“faeing plate.

=More spemﬁcally, it~is ‘an’ obgectwe to-provide

~45 “ing rim B of ‘the stesring Whdel. -

50 "plan-and is’ denoted by ‘the’ numeral” 12,

(CLi714-484)

2
become more reamly apparent from the follow-
“ing descrlptmn ‘gnd-the -accompanying- sheet-of
“illustrated drawings.
~In the accompanying sheet-of drawings-Wwhere-

5 in"like numerals are employed to"designate like
“parts throughout the: views:

“Pigure’ 1-4s -a perspective’ view:ofi-a’ steering
“wheel, horn ring, fragmentarily shown; and-the
“improved press-button in an attached ready-to-

10 use position;

“Pigure 2 is a-bottom. plan view, fragmentatily

: uhown ‘and partly-in section;

1‘“1gu1e 3 is-an enlarged: fragmentary-section
~on ‘the'line 3-8 of Figure 1 looking in: the direc-

15 tion‘of the Arrows;

Figure 4 is o’ view taken' on~the longitudinal
“Hne' 8-£8° of ‘Figure- 3~ looking"in the*direction of
‘the arrows;

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3 but show-

20+irig’ a modificationin ‘the means ‘for Témovably

“and-adjustably clamping the:press button on’'the
“horn Ting; and,

“Figure-6-is <lengthwise section ‘eorresponding

to Figure 4 but taken on the plane-of the line

25 ”6-:'—6 of Figure 5, looking in’ the-direction: of the

~arrows.

“The‘6hly" dlfferences strueturally speaking, be-
4tween ‘the form-of ‘the invention seen in Figuré 1
“to*4-inclusive on the one-hand and Figures 5 and

80 ° t6-on’‘the other-hand; appertain to-one form of

“attaching; clamping and adjusting’ means' (Fig-
ures 1-4 inclusive) and a bas ically similar:but
‘jspe'c'iﬁ'cally " different form. of-attaching, adjust-
‘ing *and’ clamping means {Figures: 5- and~-6).

‘g5 “This‘means; therefore, that all of the:majorparts

“throughout: all*figures are-of «common construe-
“tion:and-therefore ‘the-same reference numerals
are employed to denote like-parts-in-all of these
"views. “To “this' end- the ‘novel-and improved

40 Dress-biitton is denoted:in the sense that itis-a

“unitary-device-by ‘the numeral-§. - Broadly “this
is characterized by base means’ which’ rests: atop
“the horn‘'ring *A to" assume a- satisfactory-posi-
tion in relation to said ring A and the surround-
“The buse has
“to be' of economical material and light in weight
~and shiftable so that it may assumhe and Temain
~in whatever ‘positionthe usér: ‘prefersit. The
~haseis here shown  as generdliy’ rectangular in
T is
~provided- with - a " longitiudinal sroove’’i2-which
“partly. sedts the~horn’ ring*in-the” manner best
“shown“in “Figures 3° to 6 inclusive. “The. upper

: “‘maJor ‘subface of ‘the” base is.substantially fat

Other objects, features and advantages will™ 65 ‘dnd*'the peripheral or* arginal “portion i te-




2,631,468

3

lieved or otherwise cut away to form a ledge i3
for the downwardly deflected rim portion 4 of
the readily applicable and removable cover 18.
This cover preferably takes the form of a facing
plate in that it is either formed into an orna-
ment itself or is used in connection with a com-
plemental ornament. For example the face plate
may be of commercial plastics and of a grade
and color so that it harmonizes and is therefore
suitably conformable with the finish on the horn
ring and also the finish on the steering wheel
rim. 1In the specific version shown in the draw-
ing the facing plate is of clear plastics and serves
to lid over and hold in place an escutcheon plate
{8. The latter rests atop the base and is suit-
ably ornamented or may be merely formed with
a crest, an emblem or the owner’s insignia. Tt
is within the purview of the invention to use
interchangeable escutcheon plates and facing
plates and to standardize the base for particular
make of horn ring thus making it possible to
economically vary and interchange the parts to
cope with varying requirements of individuals
and automobile sales agencies, etc. -In any event
the downturned lip portion of the cover plate is
provided with keeper grooves to accommodate
resilient clasps. Each clasp is of suitable spring
metal and is denoted by the numeral 28 and is
suitably shaped, has a notch 22 to clear the ring
A and has inturned attaching ears or lugs 24—24
held in place by fastening screws £8. The lateral
Keeper 28 as best shown in Figure 4, for example,
fits intoc the keeper groove to hold the cover
removably in place. The springiness of the metal
makes it possible, using a screwdriver, 4o pry
the keeper 28 out of the keeper groove and in
this manner to readily apply and remove or
change the facing plate without too much
trouble.

The attaching, adjusting and clamping means
revealed in the Figures 1 to 4 comprises simple
suitably bent embracing clips 38 riveted in place
at 32, the other ends of the clips being fastened
by screws or the like 34,

The alternative fastening means in Figure 6
comprises a pair of clamping clips. Each clip
is' U-shaped and inverted and is denoted by the
numeral 3§ and is embedded in the base with de-
pending arms 88 having slots 40—48 to receive
the end hooks #2—42 on the stirrup 44 carrying
a, setscrew 46 having a swiveled clamp 48 en-
gaging the ring A.

Tt is thought that persons skilled in the art to
which the invention relates will be able to obtain
a clear understanding of the invention after con-
sidering the description in connection with the
drawings. Therefore, a more lengthy description
ig regarded as unnecessary.

Minor changes in the shape, size and arrange-
ment of details coming within the field of in-
vention claimed may be resorted to in actual
practice, if desired.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
asnew is:

1. In combination, a spoke-equipped steering
wheel embodying an endless rim, an endless horn
operating ring substantially coplanar with and
mounted within the marginal limits of said rim
and spaced radially inward of said rim but in
close proximity to the latier, a thumb-button
resting atop said ring, and means adjustably and
detachably mounting said thumb-bution on said
ring, a portion of said thumb-button being sit-
uated in the space between said rim and ring and
being conveniently accessible for operation by
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way of a thumb of an adjacent hand without
lifting the hand from the rim, said thumb-button
being circumferentially adjustable on said ring
whereby it may be conveniently situated wher-
ever necessary or desired for safe and reliable
operational use.

2. In combination, a spoke-equipped steering
wheel embodying an endless rim, an endless horn
operating ring substantially coplanar with and

. mounted within the marginal limits of said rim

and spaced radially inward of said rim but in
close proximity to the latter, a thumb-button
resting atop said ring, and means adjustably and
detachably mounting said thumb-button on said
ring, a portion of said thumb-button being sit-
uated in the space between said rim and ring
and being conveniently accessible for operation
by way of a thumb of an adjacent hand without
lifting the hand from the rim, said thumb-but-
ton being circumferentially adjustable on said
ring whereby it may be conveniently situated
wherever necessary or desired for safe and re-
liable operational use, said thumb-button em-
bodying a base which is centrally grooved, said
ring fitting into said groove, an escutcheon mem-
ber seated atop said base, and a transparent face
plate covering said escuicheon member and re-
removably fastened to said base and serving as
a retainer for the escutcheon member.

3. For use .on a horn operating ring of the
type mounted on a vehicle steering wheel, a man-
ually depressible thumb-button for depressing
and operating said ring, said thumb-button com-
prising a base adapted to be perched atop said
ring, attachment means carried by the under-
side of said base whereby the latter may be de-
tachably and adjustably mounted on said ring,
a facing plate superimposed atop said base, and
resilient clasp means fastened on marginal edge
portions of said base and releasably engageable
with adjacent marginal edge portion of said fac-
ing plate whereby to retain the facing plate re-
movably on the base.

4. The structure defined in claim 3, wherein
sald facing plate is transparent, and an orna-
ment interposed and clamped between said base
and facing plate.

5. The structure defined in claim 3, wherein
said attachment means comprises a plurality of
clamping clips fastened to the bottom of said
base and bent between their ends and shaped $o
securely embrace said ring.

6. The structure defined in claim 3, wherein
§aid attachment means comprises at least one
inverted U-shaped clip having a bight portion
‘gmbedded in said base and having limbs depend-
ing below said base to straddle said ring, a stir-
rup adjustably mounted between said limbs, and
a setscrew carried by said stirrup and having a
swivelly attached clamping yoke to receive and
clampingly engage said ring.
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