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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that we, ANDREW F. LooMER, 

residing at Derby, in the county of New Haven, 
and CHARLES B. HOWD, residing at Bridge 

5 port, in the county of Fairfield, State of Con 
necticut, citizens of the United States, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Corsets; and we do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 

Io Scription of the invention, such as will enable 
other's skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same. 
Our invention has for its object to provide 

a corset adapted for general use, but more es 
I5 pecially adapted for use by ladies who desire 

to exercise freely, as, for example, in the gym 
nasium or in bicycle riding, and who desire 
the Support and protection of a corset, but 
require in addition perfect freedom of move 

20 ment, for example, such freedom of move 
ment as will permit a lady to tie her shoe 
without inconvenience. 
With these ends in view we have devised 

the novel corset, of which the following de 
25 scription, in connection with the accompany 

ing drawings, is a specification, numbers be 
ing used to designate the several parts. 

Figure 1 is an elevation of our novel cor 
set, and Fig. 2 is a detail view illustrating a 

3o modification. 
A denotes the halves of a corset, which may 

be made in any suitable manner, the construc 
tion of the corset-body not being of the essence 
of our invention. 
B denotes elastic strips or sections at the 

hip portions of the corset, and C denotes the 
front stays, the essential feature of which is 
that the steels, which we have indicated by 
D, are at the upper ends only of the stays and 

4o terminate near the Waist-line, so that the front 
of the corset below the waist-line is left per 
fectly flexible. This construction, in connec 

35 

tion with the elastic hip sections or strips, 
makes the entire front of the corset as flexible 

45 and comfortable as an unboned waist, all other 
portions of the corset, however, having the 
usual features of a corset and giving to the 

Serial No. 584,414 (No model.) 

wearer all of the support and protection for 
which corsets are worn. 

I denotes the usual studs, and 2 eyes by 5o 
which the front stays are secured together 
above the waist-line. As the front steels ter 
minate near the Waist-line it is of course nec 
essary to provide means for fastening the front 
of the corset below the waist-line other than 55 
the ordinary studs and eyes, and it is further 
more advantageous, as it adds to the comfort 
of the wearer, that the means for fastening 
the front of the corset below the waist-line 
shall be elastic. In Figs. 1 and 2 we have 6o 
illustrated two slightly-differentlmodes of fas 
tening the front of the corset below the waist 
line. 

In Fig. 1 one of the front stays is shown as 
provided with studs 3, and the other front 65 
stay as provided with an elastic strip 4, which 
may be provided with buttonholes or with 
clasps similar to glove-clasps to engage studs, 
as indicated in the drawings. In Fig. 2 we 
have illustrated a form in which the fasten- 7o 
ing-strip attached to One of the front stays is 
partly elastic, as at 5, and partly of non-elas 
tic cloth, as at 6. The fastening-strip in this 
form is shown as provided with clasps to en 
gage studs similar to those in Fig. 1. It will 75 
be observed that the elastic strip, whether of 
a single piece, as in Fig. 1, or if combined with 
an inelastic strip, as in Fig. 2, serves to close 
the opening in the corset below the steels. 
In each of these figures the complementary 8o 
fastening devices for the front stays below 
the steels and below the waist-line are sub 
stantially the same, there being employed in 
each instance an elastic section to permit the 
freedom of movement abovementioned. Fur- 85 
thermore, the fastening devices are such that 
the lower portions of the front of the corset 
can be connected or separated as quickly as 
that portion which includes the steels, there 
being no lacing at this point. 
Having thus described our invention, we 

claim 
A corset comprising halves having elastic 

strips or sections at the hips and means in 
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cluding steels for securing the halves together In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
above the waist-line, and the elastic stripse-tures in presence of two witnesses. 
cured to one of the halves below the Waist 
line and the steels, said strip and the portion ANDREW F. LOOMER. 

5 of the corset-half opposite to it carrying the CHARIES B. HOW D. 
complementary buttoning devices, said strip Witnesses: 
closing the opening in the corset below the A. M. WOOSTER, 
steels. S. W. RICHARDSON. 

  


