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2 Claims. (CI. 311-79) 

The present invention relates to camping or similar 
collapsible tables of the type comprising a rectangular 
table top carried by a detachable chassis consisting of 
two substantially rectangular ground-supports in the 
form of pivotally interconnected closed frames collaps 
ible from a top-supporting position in which the support 
ing frames cross each other, into an inoperative position 
in which said frames are disposed in a common plane. 
The invention more particularly relates to collapsible 
tables of this kind in which there are attached to the 
lower face of the table top, in the vicinity of two op 
positely disposed edges thereof, two resilient sheet-metal 
brackets, each comprising a leg portion disposed in spaced 
relation to the lower face of the top, these leg-portions 
being directed towards one another and adapted, when 
said chassis is in situ relative to the table top, to em 
brace the portions of the chassis frames adjacent the 
lower face of the table top. 

Heretofore, it has been common practice in collapsible 
tables of the kind specified to provide for the clearance 
between the lower face of the table top and the bracket 
leg portions in question to be less than the thickness of the 
portions of the chassis frames to be embraced by said leg 
portions; thus, when engaging or disengaging the said 
chassis-frame portions, utilising the resiliency of the 
brackets, the operation of attaching the chassis to the 
table top, and in particular, its removal therefrom, was 
rendered comparatively difficult. 
The present invention, having for its object to over 

come the difficulty referred to, is characterized in that 
the clearance between the lower face of the table top, 
on the one hand, and the oppositely aligned leg-portions 
of the brackets, on the other hand, is slightly wider than 
the thickness of the portions of the chassis frames to be 
embraced by said leg-portions, and in that pivotally 
mounted on the lower face of the table top are two cam 
members or the like for co-operation respectively with 
said leg-portions of the brackets so as to urge the leg 
portions towards the table top and against the frame por 
tions embraced by the leg-portions. 

In a case where each bracket is in the form of a sheet 
metal piece bent substantially into U-shape and being 
secured to the table top by one of its two leg-portions, 
then according to a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, the said cam members may be pivotally attached 
to said leg-portion by a rivet or the like. 
One specific embodiment of the invention will now be 

described more closely by way of example, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is an inverted plan view of a table according 
to the invention, the chassis thereof being shown partly 
cut away along the line I-I in Figure 2; 

Figure 2 is a vertical section through the table; 
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Figure 3, to a larger scale, shows an inverted plan view 

of one of the brackets for attaching the chassis; 
Figures 4 and 5 are sections through the bracket 

taken along the line IV-V, for two different mounting 
stages, respectively, Figure 4 illustrating the bracket in 
its chassis-retaining position, and Figure 5 illustrating 
the bracket in its position for receiving, or releasing the 
chassis. . . . . . . . . . . 

Referring to the drawings, reference numeral 1 desig 
nates the rectangular table top to the underside of which 
there are secured by rivets 2, in spaced relation to the 
ends of the table top, two brackets 3 for detachably secur 
ing to the table top a chassis structure serving as a ground 
support for carrying the table top. This chassis is com 
posed of two rectangular closed frames 4 made of tubing 
or rod material, one frame 4 being slightly smaller than 
the other in size, and the frames being pivotally inter 
connected in such a manner as to enable them to be un 
folded or extended from a position in which they are 
collapsed in a common plane into a position in which the 
planes of the frames intersect. In the latter position of 
the chassis, the table top will rest on the frame portions 
5 which are intended to be releasably retained by the 
brackets 3. Each such bracket 3 consists of a sheet 
metal piece bent into a substantially U-shaped cross 
sectional form, one, relatively long, leg-portion 6 of 
each bracket being secured by the rivets 2 to the table 
top, and the other and shorter leg-portions 7 of the 
brackets being directed towards one another, the portions 
5 of the chassis frames being adapted to be introduced 
into the clearance between the legs 6 and 7 of the brack 
ets. Pivotally secured to the long leg-portion 6 of each 
bracket by a rivet 8 is an elongated cam member 9 in the 
form of a lever arm 10a projecting from the hub por 
tion 0 at an acute angle to the plane of the table top, 
this cam lever being adapted, when being turned in con 
tact with the bracket leg 7, to urge the latter towards the 
table top. When the legs 7 of the brackets are released 
by the cam lever 9 the clearance between the bracket legs 
6 and 7 is slightly wider than the thickness of the frame 
segments 5 (see Figure 5), whereby upon attaching the 
chassis to the table top or on its removal therefrom, the 
frame portions 5 can be conveniently engaged in, or dis 
engaged from, the said clearance. When, after the frame 
segments 5 have been introduced into the corresponding 
bracket gap, the cam levers 10a are turned in contact 
with the bracket leg-portions 7, the latter are urged against 
the frame segments 5 causing the chassis to be held rigidly 
to the table top. 

It is understood that the invention is not restricted 
to the embodiment hereinbefore described and as illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, the same being sus 
ceptible of various modifications in respect of its details 
without departing from the scope of the invention. 
What we claim is: 
1. In a collapsible table having a table top and ground 

Supports for said top being in the form of pivotally in 
terconnected closed frames collapsible from a top sup 
porting position in which said frames cross each other, 
into a collapsed position with said frames positioned 
in a common plane, brackets each for connecting one of 
said frames to said table top and comprising a resilient 
sheet connected to said table top and having a leg por 
tion spaced from said top for receiving a portion of one 
of said frames therebetween and a cam member pivotally 
connected to said table top and extending from said top 
in a manner for contacting said leg portion when pivoted 
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thereto and bending said leg portion towards said top for 
releaseably retaining said frame portion between said leg 
portion and said table top. 
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2. In a collapsible table having a table top and a 
ground support for said top being in the form of pivotally 
interconnected closed frames collapsible from a top Sup 
porting position in which said frames cross each other, in 
to a collapsed portion with said frames positioned in a 
common plane, brackets each for connecting one of 
said frames to said table top and comprising a resilient 
U-shaped sheet with one leg thereof mounted on and con 
nected to said table top with the other leg thereof spaced 
from said table top whereby a portion of one of said 
frames can extend between said legs, a cam member 
pivotally connected at one end to said table top con 
nected leg of said bracket and being capable of engag 
ing the spaced leg of said bracket when pivoted thereto 
for bending said spaced leg towards said top connected 

10 
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4. 
leg releaseably retaining said frame portion between said 
bracket legs. 
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