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My invention. lelates to 1mpl ovements in
folding tables wherein side and a back or
centml portions are hingedly connected ta

form.a table when opened and a box for car-

rying or storing cer tain articles When closed,

_nay’ be formed
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The primary object of the prese: nt inven-
tion is te. provide a new and improved article
of manufacture comprising a folding table.
Another object is to provide a new fznd im-
proved article of manufacture comprmn a

folding table consisting of a box < provided

 with two side sections and a centml section,

which when extended into a common. plane,

will form a table in conjunction with legs

hingedly connected within the corners of tbe
s1de sections.

A further object is. to provide a new and.
improved folding table which may be closed’

to.form a box Wlthm Whlch ‘certain altlcles

" may be stored or carried
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A still further cbject is to' provide a new
article of manufacture consisting of a folding.
table formed from a box within Whlch When
closed, are stored the legs and other supno1 -
ing structme for the t‘lble ‘as'well as certain

‘other articles for storage or Lranspmt%hon

purposes. L .

A’ still forther ob]ect is to provide a new,
and improved article of manufacture com-
prising a folding table closed to form a box
having the appearance of a suit-case, so that

-a-neat “and pleasing exterlo;' may be 1mpalted

to the table when closed. )
“The invention consists in the particular de-

‘tails and arrangement of the parts as dis-

closed in the drawings forming a part of the
present application “Wherein like characters

of reference are used to designate simila

parts throughout the spemﬁcamon and draw-

1ings, and in “Wwhich—

Fig. 1is an end elevation of my improved

. folding:- table, When closed to form a box or

suit-case;

Fig.2isavertical secuon%l view of the hox,
dlsclosmg the side sections ‘opened or ex- .
tended into a common plane to form a table
- top, shown with one leg extended;

F1g 3.1s a broken sectional view dlsclosmg

Serial No. 248,784,

two legs extended and locked in such posi-
tion;
Fi 1g. 4 1s a plane view of the box extended

to form 3 table top with the legs in folded
or closed Dosmon and

Fig. 5isa bottom plan view of the protec-
tive member for attachment to the box, when,
closed, to protect the central member against
wear.
~ Referring to the dl awings the numeral 1 is
used to desmna‘re a pair of side sections hav-
ing the usual flanges 2 to be found depending
ﬁom the under surface of 2 standard deal
table top.

The side sections 1 are hingedly connected
to a back or central portion 3 provided with
flanges 28 hingedly connected thereto and ar-
xanf‘ed to be moved into engagement and
alwnment with the end of the ﬁqnoes 2.0f the
sections 1 when. said side SGCthPS 1 and 3
are moved or extended into a common plane
to form a table top, as disclosed in the upper
central portion of Hig. 4 of the dr awings.

Suitable braces 6 are pwo‘mlly connected
to’ eyelets 7'in the inside of each side section 1
and arranged to engage similar eyelcts 8 on
thie .0 pposﬁe sectlon 1 as disclosed in the
upper portion of Fig. 4 of the dr AWINGS.

Suitable legs 9 are hmoedly connected to
the inner corners of the sections 1 and when
extended to form supports for the table, said
legs 9 are rigidly held within said: corners. by
means of struts 11, the ends of which struts 11
engage the ‘1d]acent surfaces or s1des of each
pair of legs and: 110'1dly hold said: legs awalnst
the inner corners of the side seetlon as fully
disclosed in Fig. 8 of ‘the drawanos

In order to retam engaging rel ation of
the ends of the struts 11 Wlth the legs 9 If_
have provided each end of said struts with
bolts 12 which engage eyelets 14, which eye-
lets 14 are p1efe1ably formed mtevral ‘with
the hinges 16 by means of which hmges 16
the. lews 9 are connected to the side, sectlons
1 of the table.

In order to further support said legs: 9 ¥
have provided blocks 17 which are rlg_lélly
and permanently secured upon ‘the Tnner

sides of the depending flanges'? so as to form

a shfrht recess between sald blocks 17 and
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the adjacent corner of said flange 2, as dis-

closed 1n Fig. 4 of the drawings.

In order to hold the struts conveniently in
position when disengaged from the legs I
have provided battens 18 rigidly secnred in
pairs upon the inside of each side section 1

and spaced t6 receive between each pair; one-

ot the struts 11, one of each pair of battens
18 being provided with a suitable lateh 19

to retain the strut 11 within the space between-

its respective pair of battens 18, when the
table is to be Tolded. ; ' :

The side sections 1 and central or back sec-
tion 8 are hingedly connected upon their

inner surfaces by means of suitable hinges -

21 so that when said sections 1 and 8 are folded
or closed together to form a box or suit-case
as disclosed in Fig. 1 of the drawings, an
outer right-angled recess is formed. at the
junctions of the side sections with the central
or back section 8, and in order to protect the
surface of the central section 3 from undue
wear, as it then beconies the bottom of the box,
when folded, T have provided the béttom or

5 channel member 22 whose flanges enter said

right-angled recesses and thereby provide a
more finished appearance to the box  when
closed; -and -at the same time said channel
member 22 provides a cover for the bottom
central section 3 to protect the same from

undue wear; as-would otherwise occur when™

the closed box is set upon the ground.

- Suitable latches 26 and a handle 27 are pro-
vided to further impart the appearance of a
closed box or suit-case and also to keep the

~box closed during storage or transportation.

‘The central section 8 is also provided with

flanges 28 hingedly connected thereto, which

flanges 28 are arranged to be moved into
alignment with the depending flanges 2 of
the side sections 1 whereby said flange may
be continued entirely around the table top
when extended and in use as a table. When
the table is to be closed or folded. these flanges
28 are folded upon their hinges, back onto
the inner surface of the back or central sec-
tion 3, as disclosed in Fig. 2 and the lower
central portion of Fig. 4 of the drawings,
thereby permitting the side sections 1 to be
closed together when folding. =

~".Tn operation, when the table is closed to

form a box or suit-case, as disclosed in Fig.
1 of the drawings, the latches 26 are released
and the two side sections 1 are moved upon
their respective hinges 21 until the side and
central sections 1 and 3 respectively are ex-
tended into a common plane, as disclosed: in
plan.view in Fig. 4 of the drawings. The
braces 6 are then moved from storage to-fold-
ed position, as disclosed in the lower left
hand corner of Fig. 4, to the locking position
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The legs 9 are then moved upwardly into
their respective corners and the struts 11 are
removed from between their respective bat-
tens 18 and placed between the legs 9 as dis-
closed in Fig. 3 of the drawings, and the bolts

12 are moved to engage the eyelets 14 on the

legs 9 to rigidly secure said struts in position.
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“The table will now be extended but will be . -

up-side-down - and it is only necessary .to

reverse its position to place it in operative
position as a table. - .= " :
In folding the table the above operation is
reversed, the battens 11 are removed from be-
tween the legs 9, folded into their respective
side sections 1, the struts 11 are placed be-
tween their respective battens 18 and secured
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therein by turning the latches 19, the side -
sections 1 are moved upon their respective

hinges 21, after the hinged flanges 28 are first

moved out of the way, and the two side sec- s

tions 1 are then closed together to form a

‘suit-case or box, and secured in such closed

position by the latches 26. :
Having thus described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent ig:— : ) S .
In a new article of manufacture, a folding
table comprising a box consisting of two side

sections hingedly connected. to a back and =
95

central section said side and central sections
being extendable into a common plane to
form a table top when said box is opened;
means for locking said sections in said ex-

-tended position ; legs hirigedly mounted with-

in the inner corners of said side sections;
means for locking said legs in such extended
position; means for locking the box in a closed

position; and a channel member secured to the’
‘bottom of the central section when the tableé is
folded, to preventinjury to the surface of said o3

central section.
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‘In witness whereof, I hereunto Sét;my sig-

JOHN B. FLOCCHINT. -

nature:
*

disclosed: in the upper portion of said figure, -

after the flanges 28 have been moved into

tions 1. .-

alignment With the flanges 2 of the side sec-



