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3 Claims.

This invention relates to wrenches and has
- particular reference to such adapted for use in
the holding of bottles, jars and the like during
the application or removal of tops to or from
the same. L

My present invention is deemed & material im-
provement in the invention as described and
claimed in my former Patents No. 2,002,767,
dated May 28, 1935, and No. 2,132,207, dated Oc-~
tober 4, 1938.

The principal object of my invention is to pro-
vide a wrench of this character which may be
manipulated entirely by the one hand holding
the same, the wrenches described in my former
patents requiring both hands for the adjustment
of same to various sizes of jars.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will appear in the following description thereof.

Referring now %o the accompanying drawing,
forming part of this application, and wherein
like reference characters indicate like parts:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
wrench.

Figure 2 is an elevation at right angles to
Figure 1.

The numeral { represents a tubular handle
which is flattened upon its opposite sides re-
sulting in a substantially rectangular shape in
cross section, but with the corners rounded. In
one of these sides, 2, which will be referred to
for convenience as the front of the handle there
is formeqd centrally thereof a longitudinal slot 3,
which extends from the free end of the handle
to slightly beyond the longitudinal center there-
of. Af spaced intervals longitudinally of the slot
3 in the front of the handle are transverse slots
4, each of which intersects the longitudinal
slot 3.

In the opposite side, or rear of the handle,
adjacent the top thereof is formed a transverse
slot 5, and spaced slightly therebetween in the

same side is formed a rectangularly shaped open- -

ing indicated at 6.

The gripping member of the device is indicated
at T and comprises a flat section of spring ma-
terial having an eye 8 at one end. The other
end of the member T is passed through the slot
§ near the upper end of the back of the handle
and ouf through the upper open end thereof,
when the eye 8 will prevent the same from
passing entirely therethrough. The member 1 is
then formed into a loop and threaded back down
through the rectangular opening 6 and within
the handle to the thumb-catch 9 fixed to the
other end of the member 1. At the point where
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the end of the member 7T is secured to the catch
9, the catch is about the same width as the mem-
ber 1, but toward the free end of the catch, it
is reduced in size as at 10 and of a width to
pass freely through the longitudinal slot 3. The
spring in the member 1 biases the catch 9 out-
wardly through the slots 4, and when in the posi-
tion shown in Figure 1 the wider portion of the
catch prevents it from sliding up or down within
the handle. When however it is desired to ad-
just the diameter of the loop either larger or
smaller, by pressing the free end of the catch
inwardly until only the narrower portion 18
thereof projects outwardly from the handle, by
simple thumb manipulation the catch may be
slid up or down in the slot 3 to the desired trans-
verse slot 4, when release of inward pressure on
the catch will allow it to project outwardly again
until the wider portion of the catch projects
through the transverse siot, and which will hold
the member T securely at the proper size desired.

Thus the entire manipulation of the device
from one size of loop in the member T to another
may be had by a simple thumb manipulation of
the hand that is holding the device, and which is
not possible with, either of my former modifica~
tions.

The major portion of that section of the mem-
ber T comprising the loop is covered with & rub-
ber or similar composition as indicated at 11 to
increase the gripping properties thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is:

1. A jar wrench or holder of the class described
comprising a hollow handle having a plurality
of spaced transverse slots in one side thereof, a
longitudinal slot in said side extending from the
iree end of the handle to the uppermost slot and
intersecting all intermediate slots, a transverse
slot in the other side of said handle adjacent
the upper end thereof, a rectangular opening in
sald other side spaced from said transverse slot,
& flexible spring metal band having means at
one end for engaging said transverse slot and
adapted to pass through said rectangular open-
ing, and a T-shaped flat metal catch one end of
which is bent and attached to the free end of
sald band, and the main body portion of which
is adapted to engage any transverse slot, a re-
duced free end issuing from said main body por-
tion and adapted to slide in said Tongitudinal
slot upon depression of said main body portion
within said hollow handle

2. A jar wrench or holder of the class described
comprising a hollow handle having g plurality
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of spaced transverse slots in one side thereof,
a longitudinal slot in said side extending, from
the free end of the handle to the uppermost slot
and intersecting all intermediate slots, an open-
ing in the other side of said handle intermediate

of its ends, a flexible spring metal band attached

at one end to the upper end of said handle and
bent into the form of a loop and passed through
said opening into said hollow handle, and s
catch at the free end of said band adapted to
engage any transverse slot and slide in said lon-
gitudinal slot, said catch comprising a flat an-
gular piece of metal equal in width to that of
the band and secured thereto, its free end being
reduced to approximately the width of the lon-
gitudinal slot for traversing the same.

3. A jar wrench or holder of the class described
comprising a hollow handle having a plurality
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of spaced transverse slots In one side thereof,
a longitudinal slot in sald side extending from
the free end of the handle to the uppermost slot
and intersecting all intermediate slots, an open-
ing in the other side of said handle intermediate
of its ends, a flexible spring metal gripping band,
means for attaching one end of said band to the

_ upper end of sald handle, said band being bent
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into the form of a loop and passed through said
opening into said hollow handle, and a catch at
the free end of said band adapted to engage any
transverse slot and slide in said longitudinal slot,
said catch comprising a flat angular piece of
metal equal in width to that of the band and
secured thereto, its free end being reduced to
approximately the width of the longitudinal slot
for traversing the same.
JOSEPH L. DONOVAN.




