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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Jose.PH. H. PILKING 

TON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Waterbury, county of New Haven, State 

5 of Connecticut, have invented a new and 
useful Garment-Clasp, of which the following 
is a specification. - . 

This invention relates to the lever type of 
great clasps and has for its object to pro 

10 
closed by a lever and adapted for general use 
as upon stocking and other garment sup: 
porters and as a necktie holder, the special 
object of the present invention being to sim 

5 E. and cheapen the construction and to 
V oth shorten the clasp and increase the resili 

ency of the spring jaw, thereby greatly im 
proving the operation of the clasp in use. 
With these and other objects in view I 

20 have devised the novel clasp, of which the 
following description in connection with the 
accompanying drawings is a specification, 
reference characters being used to indicate 
the several parts: 

25 Figure 1 is a top plan view of my novel 
clasp, the leyer and spring jaw being in the 
closing position; Fig.2 an inverted planview 
corresponding therewith; Fig. 3 a side eleva 
tion, the spring jaw being in the open posi 

30 tion; Fig. 4 a longitudinal section, the clasp 
being shown as attached to a web and the 
spring jaw and lever being in the closingpo 
sition; Fig. 5 an inverted plan view showing 
a form in which the web slot at the forward 

35 end is omitted; and Fig. 6 is a plan view of 
the blank from which both jaws and the 
spring are formed. 
The novel feature of the present invention 

lies in the fact that both jaws and the spring 
40 are formed from a single piece of metal, the 

jaws being connected by a strip attached to 
opposite sides of the rear ends of the jaws, 
the connection being given a half turn or 
twist when the jaws are placed parallel to 

.45 each other and the torsion of the connection providing the necessary spring. 
10 denotes a jaw E. for convenience I 

will term the fixed jaw, 11 the spring jaw, 12 
the spring connection and 13 the closing lever 

50 as a whole. The closing lever comprises a 
finger E. 14, a bearing piece 15 which en 
gages the spring jaw to force it to the closing 
position, and lugs or trunnions 16 which en 
gage holes. 17 in ears 18 which are formed 

55 integral with the fixed jaw and are bent to a position at right angles thereto. Spring 

Ce 8 i. clasp having a springjaw. 

plete the clas 

connection 12 is formed by cutting slots 20 
in the blank on opposite sides of a connec 
tion, which is indicated by 19, said slots ex 
tending inward from opposite sides of the 
blank and being preferably rounded, as 
shown, at the closed ends. The jaws are 
blanked out, as shown in Fig. 6, with the 
connection 19 between them, formed by cut 
ting the slots 20 on opposite sides thereof. 
The connection is attached to the opposite 
sides of the inner ends of the jaws. In order 
to give ample length to the connection, it may 
be blanked out as in Fig. 6, in which the con 
nection is shown as extending outward from 
the portion of the blank which forms the rear 
end of the spring jaw, then gurved and ex 
tending parallel with the ends of the jaws, 
between them, and then curved inward and 
connected to the portion of the blank which 
forms the rear end of the fixed jaw. 

Having formed the blank and imparted 
the desired shape to the fixed jaw, the clasp is completed by placing the jaws in a super 
posed position. In placing the jaws in this 
position, a half turn or twist is given to the 
connection, thereby making of it a torsion 
spring, the action of which is to throw the 
springjaw to the open position. This twist 
-ing of the connection and the formation 
thereby of a torsion spring enables me to 
make the jaws of a clasp just as short as may 
be required. I thus make a very neat and 
compact clasp with ample spring power and 
at a greatly reduced cost of construction, as 
I am enabled to effect not only a saving in 
the amount of metal required but a reduction. 
of the number of operations required to com 
The Safshape of the jaws or the mode 

of connecting the web thereto is wholly un 
important so far as the present invention is 
concerned, as my novel spring connection is 
equally applicable to the various styles of 
lever clasps in general use. The web, which 100 
is indicated by 21, may be secured to the 
clasp by E; it through the slot 22, in the 
rear end thereof, which is produced when the 
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connection is twisted and the portions of the 
blank which form the jaws are bent to the 105 
superposed position, the slot 22 of the com 
pleted clasp. corresponding with and com: 
prising the slots 20 on the opposite sides of 
the connection 19 of the blank, and the 
closed ends of slots 20, which are on opposite 110 
sides of the blank, forming the closed ends of . 
slot 22 of the clasp. 
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If preferred, the web may be attached to nection attached to the jaws and given a 
the clasp by passing it downward through 
slot 22, then forward under the fixed jaw, 
upward over the outer end of the fixed jaw 
and downward through a web slot 23 near 
the forward end of the fixed jaw. 
In Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive, the fixed jaw is 

shown as made box-like in form. This, 
however, is wholly immaterial so far as the 
principle of the invention is concerned. 

Having thus described my invention I 
claim: 

1. A clasp comprising jaws and a spring 
connection attached to the jaws and given a 
half twist when the jaws are superposed. 

2. A clasp comprising jaws and a spring 
connection attached to opposite sides of the 
rear ends of the jaws and given a half twist 
when the jaws are superposed. 

3. A clasp comprising jaws and a spring 
connection E.integral, said spring con 
nection being attached to the rear ends of the 
jaws and given a half twist when the jaws are superposed. 

4. clasp comprising jaws, a spring con 

half twist when they are superposed and act 
ing to retain the jaws in E. 
and means for closing the jaws. 

5. A clasp comprising jaws, a spring con 
nection attached to the jaws and given a 
half twist when they are superposed, one of 
said jaws being provided with ears and a 
closing lever pivoted in said ears and com pring a bearing piece and a fingerpiece. 

6. A clasp comprising jaws and a spring 
connection formed from a blank having slots 
extending inward from opposite sides leaving 
a connection between them, said connection 
being given a half twist when the jaws are 
superposed and the slots in the blank forming 
a closed-ended slot in the completed clasp. 

7. A clasp comprising flat jaws connected 
by a twisted spring integral with said jaws. 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature, 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOSEPH. H. PILKINGTON. 
Witnesses: 

A. M. CAREY, 
ROBERT DENNISON. 
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