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To-all whom, it may concern: :
Be it known that I, James M. VAUGHAN,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Owensboro, in the county of Daviess and
5 State of Kentucky, have invented certain
new and: useful Improvements in Collapsi-
ble Poultry-Coops, of which the following 1s
a specification. - v ‘
This ifivention relates to poultry coops
10 and aims to provide as a substitute for the
“ordinary wooden coop, onie which may be
used from-season to season and will be en-
tirely sanitary and afford the fowls theréin
ample protection from rodents and from the
15 elements. .. - ' L o
Another aim of the invention is to provide
a knock-down coop which may be conven-
iently stored away whefi not in use and
which may be at any time thoroughly
20 cleaned. S
Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a lmnock-down sheet metal coop devoi
of hinges and other connecting elements of
a like nature which would be liable to rust
25 or become broken and incidentally the inven-
tion aims to provide means for holdingthe
sections of the coop in assembled rélation,
which means will be-substantial and so, con-
structed as to permit of the coop being-set-
30 wup or knocked down in a short. spacé of time
conveniently, and without the use of tools of
any character whatsoever. .
Still another aim of the invention is to so
construct the coop that the floor thereof will
35 be supported a greater or less distance above
the ground surface so that the surface of the
ground. beneath the coop will remain dry:
TFor a full understanding of the invention
reference is.to be had to the following de-
40 scription and accompanying drawing, in
which — , o o
Figure 1 is a perspéctive view of the coop

embodying the present invention. - Fig. 2 is’

a front elevation of the coop. . Fig: 3 is a
45 vertical sectional view on the.line 3—3 of
Fig..2. TFig.4isa group. perspective view
illustrating the parts of the coop disassem-
bled. L R
Corresponding and like parts are referred
50 to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the accompanying draw-
ings by the same reference characters. ‘
Tn the drawings the:coop. is illustrated as
including a bottom or floor indicated in gen-
55 eral by the reference numeral 1, and side-

walls 2 and 8. Each of these elements is ‘in- ,

tegral throughout and formed from sheet
material. The lateral edge portions of the
floor 1 are over-bent so as to form locking-
beads 4 which extend throughout the entire
length of the floor and which lie below the
‘lane of the body portion of the floor. Itis
preferably that the beads 4 in cross-section
shall describe an arc greater than a half cir-
cle, but it will be understood, of course, that
the beads in cross-section may assume somie
other form, as for example the form of a

rectangle or triangle. The side-wall 2 of the:

coop-body has its lower edge-portion over-
bent as at 5 to form a, locking-bead project-
ing from the inner face of the side-wall, ot
in other words that face which is presented
inwardly when the side-wall is In set-up po-
sition. - The upper edge-portion of the side
wall 2 is over-bent:as at 6 to form a locking-
bead which projects beyond the outer face

-of the side-wall and the beads 5 and 6 are

substantially of the same form in cross-sec-
tion as the beads 4. The side-wall 8 of the
coop has its lower edge portion overbent to
form a locking-bead 7, and its upper edge
portion-bent to form a similar bead 8, the
bead 7 being of a cross-sectional contour to
fit one of the beads 4 and the bead 8 béing
of a form to fit the bead 6.
It will now be apparent from the fore-
going and from an inspection- of Fig. 2 of
the drawings that the beads 5 and 7 each
fit about one of the beads 4 and that the
bead 8 fits over the bead 6, when the front
and side-walls are set-up, and it will further
be apparent from the showing of the said
figure that the beads 5 and 7 serve to space
the body-portion of the bottom or floor 1
from the ground.surface upon which these
beads rest so that there may be a free cir-
culation of air beneath the said floor 1 and
serve to keep the floor dry. In addition to
the. floor 1, and side walls 2 and 3, the coop

includes a front-wall 9 and a rear-wall 10,

these last mentioned walls being supported
between the side-walls 2 and 3 in’ the man-
ner which will now be described.

In supporting the front and rear-walls 1

make use of cleats, each of which is' formed

from ‘a strip of sheet-metal folded longi-

tudinally upon itself as at 11 to form an at-
taching flange or- portion 12 -of two-ply
thickness: ‘One of the folds 11" is bent as
at 18 to form a flange 14 projecting at right
angles from the attaching portion 11 and the
said fold of the said attaching portion is

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95 -

100

106

110



10

15

20

26

30

extended laterally beyond the bend 18 and is
bent as at 15 to form a flange 16 located in
spaced parallel relation with respect to the
flange 14. Two of the cleats above described
are arranged upon the inner face of each of
the side-walls 2 and 8 and one located ad-
jacent each end of the respective walls, they
being secured in place by means of rivets
17 secured through the respective walls 2
or 3, as the case may be.

It is preferable that the attaching por-
tions of the cleats upon each of the side-
walls be presented toward each other, and
as will be observed from an inspection of
Fig. 4 of the drawing, the. cleats extend
parallel to the adjacent end-edges of the
wall upon which they are mounted. The
front and rear-walls 9 and 10 of the coop
are also formed of sheet metal and each is
substantially triangular in form. As shown
in the drawings the basal edge 18 of the
forward wall 9 rests upon the upper side
of the floor 1 when the members of the coop
are in set-up or assembled relation and the
side-edges 19 of the said wall 9 are received
between the flanges 14 and 16 of the cleats
which are located adjacent the forward ends
of the walls 2 and 8. In a like manner the
basal edge of the rear wall 10 rests upon

‘the upper side of the floor 1 and its side

edges are received between the flanges 14
and 16 of the cleats which are located adja-
cent the rear ends of the side walls. At thig
point it will be seen that the front and rear

35 swalls are firmly supported when the coop is
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set-up and that they serve to brace the side-
walls of the coop against collapse or being
pressed or sprung inwardly.

The front wall 9 is formed with a door-

40%way 20 and secured upon the forward side

of the said wall at each side of the doorway
is a guide, including an attaching portion
21 and a flange 22 which lies in spaced rela-
tion to the said spaced wall. The flanges 22

iproject toward each other from opposite

sides of the doorway, as clearly shown in
Figs. 2 and 4 and receive between them and
the wall 9 the lateral edges of the door of
the coop, which door is indicated in the
drawings by the numeral 23. The door 23
is formed of sheet metal and at its upper
end is narrowed and bent to form a for-
wardly projecting finger-piece 24 which may
be grasped for the purpose of sliding the
door vertically in the guides which are ar-
ranged at the sides of the doorway.

It will be understood at this point that
when the door 23 is in lowered position, or
in other words is closed, the chickens within
the coop will be effectually protected from
rodents and from the elements, nor can they
escape from the coop. It is however, de-
sirable, that the door be left open at times
so as to permit the chickens to enter and
leave the coop at will, and for this reason it
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is necessary that means be provided for sup-
porting the door in raised position. In this
connection I have conceived the idea of util-
izing the flanges 16 of the cleats. Ag stated,
the door is of sheet metal as are also the
said flanges and the said front wall 9, and
the upper corners of the door are cut at an
angle as at 25 so that when the door is
moved to raised position its said upper cor-
ners may enter between the flanges 16 and
the forwardly presented face of the front
9 and be frictionally held whereby the door
will be supported in the position statec.

Preferably, the walls 9 and 10 are formed
near their upper ends with ventilating open-
ings 26.

From the foregoing description of the in-
vention it will be seen that there is provided
a coop which may be readily set-up and
knoclked-down, which is substantial in con-
struction, and which will effectually pro-
tect the chickens housed within it from ro-
dents and from the elements. Tt will also
be apparent that there are no hingedly con-
nected parts which are liable to get out of
order and that the floor of the coop is sup-
ported above the ground surface so that it
will be at all times dry.

In dis-assembling the parts of the coop,
the coop is placed on end and the floor 1 is
then slid out of position between the lower
ends of the side-walls, whereupon the said
side-walls may be slightly spread apart to
release the end-walls 9 and 10 and may then
be completely separated. In setting up the
coop, this operation is of course reversed.

Haying thus described the invention what
is claimed as new is:—

L In a coop, a floor, side-walls, means
slidably connecting the side walls at their
lower ends to the floor at opposite sides
thereof, similar means slidably connecting
the upper ends of the side walls, an end-
wall disposed at its lower edge upon the
floor and extending between the side walls,
and grooved cleats upon the side-walls
spaced inwardly from the ends of the said
walls and receiving the side-edge-portions
of the said end-wall and supporting the said
wall in upright position.

2. In a coop, inclined side-walls separably
connected at their upper ends, a floor slid-
ably removably connected at its sides with
the lower ends of the side walls and restrain-
ing the side-walls against separation at their
lower ends, channeled cleats upon the said
side-walls, and an end-wall disposed between
the side-walls and fitting at its lateral edges
in the channels of the cleats and resting
freely upon the floor. )

3. In a coop, inclined side-wals, sepa-
rably connected ‘at their upper ends, means
restraining the side-walls against separa-
tion at their lower ends, channeled cleats
upon the said side-walls, an end-wall dis-
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posed between the side-walls and fitting at
its lateral edges in the channels of the cleats,
the said end-wall being provided with a
door opening, and a door slidably mounted
upon the said wall and arranged when
moved to open position, to be frictionally
gaged by the outer walls of the channels of
the cleats and the end walls, the channels
being wider than the thickness of the end
wall and by such engagement to be held in
open position. -

4. In a coop, a floor having its lateral
edges overturned to form beads, side walls
having interlocking beads at their upper
edges and provided at their lower edges
with inwardly turned beads engaging with
the beads at the lateral edges of the floor,
the said floor constituting the sole means for
holding the lower ends of the side walls

8

against relative displacement, grooved cleats
upon the inner sides of the side walls adja-
cent the ends thereof, and substantially tri-
angular end walls disposed between the side
walls with their inclined edges fitting with-
in the grooves in the cleats, the said end
walls constituting means for preventing lon-
gitudinal displacement of the side walls
with respect to each other and the said floor
being wholly -disconnected from the end
walls and constituting the sole supporting
means for the said end walls.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-

ture in presence of two witnesses.
JAMES M. VAUGHAN.

Witnesses:
K. M. SWEENEY,
E. M. WiMsATT.

[ros.]

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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