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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that we, LEO STEIN and NICHO 

LASRAPPLEYEA, of Rochester, in the county 
of Monroe, in the State of New York, have 

5 invented new and useful Improvements in 
Burial-Caskets, of which the following, taken 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, is a full, clear, and exact description. 
Our invention relates to an improved lid for 

Io burial caskets, having an openhead section 
closed and opened by a movable panel, and 
is particularly an improvement upon the de 
vice described and claimed in the Patent No. 
276,312 of April 24, 1883, to J. H. Walker hav I5 ing for its object the production of a simple 
and effective construction of burial casket 
lid, wherein the movable head panelisguided 
downwardly to a plane just beneath that of 
the foot panel in order that the said movable 

20 panel may move in a straight line without 
the necessity of an up and down movement, 
Which, as in the patent of J. H. Walker afore 
said, necessitates considerable space between 
the face glass and the movable panel; and to 

25 this end our invention consists, essentially, 
in a burial casket lid having an open head 
section surrounded by suitable molding form 
ing a frame for the face opening in said lid, 
guides formed in the foot section of the lid 

3o and extending in a straight upwardly inclin 
ing plane to the head section, a sliding glass 
movable in one of said guides, a sliding head 
panel mounted above the glass face and 
guided in another of said guides being adapt 

5 ed to pass beneath the footpanel, and a catch 
for holding the panels in position. 
The invention furthermore consists in the 

detail construction and arrangement of the 
parts, all as hereinafter more particularly de 

4o Scribed and pointed out in the claim. 
In describing our invention, reference is 

had to the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part of this specification, in which, like letters 
indicate corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the detached 
lid of a burial casket. Fig. 2 is a longitudi 
nal Section of the head section of the casket 
lid, taken on line -ac-ac-, Fig. 1, illustrat 
ing the glass face plate and metallic head 

50 panel or slideas in their normal position. Fig. 
3 is an enlarged detail view of a portion of 

45 

the casket lid, glass face plate, and metallic 
head panel or slide illustrating particularly 
the spring catch for holding the glass and 
slide in their normal position; and Fig. 4 is a 55 
plan view of the preferable form of catch 
used to retain the glass face and sliding me 
tallic panel in their normal position. 
In the patent of J. H. Walker aforesaid, it 

will be noticed that the sliding panel is mov- 6o 
able up and down in order to force the same 
into and out of its normal position. More 
over, in order to allow this up and down 
movement, a spring support is necessitated, 
thereby causing considerable space to inter- €5 
vene between the glass and the said panel, 
which is a feature entirely overcome by our 
invention, in which the movable panel is 
guided in a straight and slightly inclined 
plate to a point beneath the fixed panel. 7o 
-A- represents the burial casket lid of 

suitable form, size and construction adapted 
to be used upon any desirable burial casket. 
The burial casket lid is composed of suitable 
moldings forming the frame -d- thereof, 75 
and is provided with an open head section 
-B- for the usual purpose of viewing the 
corpse, &c. 

Provided in the moldings forming the frame 
-a- are the grooves -b-and-c- inclined 8o 
slightly downward at their rear extremities 
and guided therein are the panel-B'- and 
the glass face plate -C-. This panel-B'- 
may be composed of any snitable material, 
but in order to effect the desired results, we 85 
prefer to construct the same of sheet metal, 
which, in addition to furnishing the requisite 
strength, is also very thin, thus further re 
ducing the distance between said panel and 
the glass face -C-. As preferably con- go 
structed, the grooves -b-and-c- incline 
slightly downwardly at the rear in order that 
when the head panel is closed, both the head 
and foot panels shall be in apparently the 
same plane. At the rearward edges of the 95 
metallic panel -B"- and the glass face plate 
-C- is the spring catch-D-hinged to the 
plate-E- secured to the cross bar -F- of 
the casket lid. 
As clearly shown in Figs, 3 and 4, the catch Ioo 

-D-a is formed in the shape of a bell crank, 
one arm or plate -d- being provided with 
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an upwardly turned bend or hook -d- 
which is substantially vertical for engaging 
the rearward extremity of the sliding metal 
lic panel of the casket lid. The other arm 
--d- is extended upwardly in a mortise pro 
Vided in the cross bar -F-, and secured 

, thereto is the rod -d- extending forwardly 

O 

beyond the front edge of the crossbar-F-, 
and provided at its forward extremity with 
a button -d-. The substantially vertical 
hook -d- of the catch-D- is constantly. 
engaged with the rearward edge of the me 
tallic side by means of a spring-h-bear 

I5 

upWard movement of the catch, registers 

35 

So 

55 

ity thereof is engaged. When the metallic 

ing upon the arm or plate -d-. By press 
ing in the button -d- the arm -D- of 
the catch is rocked backward, and the curved 
extremity -d- of the plate -d- is rocked 
upward, thus allowing the metallic slide to 
be readily pushed backward when the but 
ton-b-provided at the forward extrem 

head panel --B'-- is moved backward it is 
evident that the catch-D-, or more strictly 
Speaking, the plate -d- of said catch is held 
Out of the path of the glass plate or panel 
-C--in order that the panel-C- may be 

free to move. A slot -d- is provided in 
the curved extremity -d'-, which, on the 
with the rod -d-: thus allowing the parts 
to be arranged closely together, and allowin 
but a slight cut out in the cross bar ---F 
for the purpose of operating the catch. 
der that it may be extremely thin, and there 
by permitting the grooves -b-and-c- to 
be very narrow and close together, thus pre 
venting any deterioration in the appearance 
of the casket lid. The glass is also thin, and 
is provided at its forward extremity with a 
piece of ribbon or cord-c'-- which, when en 
gaged, serves to withdraw the same. 
At the rearward extremity of the metallic 

slide is the flange or shoulder -g-, which, 
as the slide is made of thin material and the 
grooves -b-and-c- are close together, 
projects downward so as to abut against the 
rearward edge of the glass and form a con 
nection between the panels-B'-and-C-. 
By this means, the catch-D-serves to pre 
vent both the slide and the glass plate from 
being forced backward into the coffin by any 
jar, or without first operating the push but 
ton -d-. Moreover when the metallic slide 
and the glass face are in their rearward posi 

The sliding panel is formed of metal in or 

tion, by grasping the button -b- to force 

thus affording an efficient and desirable de 

the metallic lid to its normal position, it will 
be seen that the hook-g- engaging the rear 
ward edge of the glass face causes the same 
to be simultaneously drawn to its closed po 
sition with the metalic slide. This casket. 
lid affords features of great advantage to the 

vice. . . . . 

purpose of illustrating the operation of our 

taining the metallic slide in its closed posi 
tion might be used if desired without depart 
ing from the spirit of our invention. It will 
also be understood that instead of being 

glass face-C- may be opened simultane 
ously or independently, and then closed in 

We do not herein claim the combination 

the connection between the two panels Where 

since the same forms the subject matter of 
1893. 

what we claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
In a casket, a sliding head panel made of 

sheet metal or other thin material adapted to 
move in grooves inclining slightly downward 

manner as and for the purpose set forth. 
In testimony whereof we have hereunto 

testing witnesses, at Rochester, in the county 
day of June, 1891. 

. LEO STEIN. 

witnesses: 
MATT II. PALMER, i. . . . -. 
J. LÉON GLOUD. 

invention, and that other spring catches per forming the same function of yieldingly re 

by both are closed simultaneously, nor the 
combination there with of the catch for re taining said panels in their closed position, 

patent to us, No. 507,292, dated October 24, 

of Monroe, in the State of New York, this 12th 

NICHOLAS RAPPLEYEA. 

trade in readily and quickly opening the 
casket for any desired purpose, and more 
over, the appearance thereof is not deterior 
ated, and the cost is but slightly increased, 

It will be understood, that we have de- . . . . . .". 
scribed the spring catch -D- merely for the 

closed simultaneously, the panel-B'- and 
3o 

dependently, but this would not be as desir 
able a construction. ''', 

with the glass face plate and head panel, of 

Having thus fully described our invention, 

95 

under the foot panel, substantially in the 
I oc 

signed our names, in the presence of two at 
  

  

  


