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1 Claim. (CL 9—1)

This invention relates generally to coaster-craft and
more particularly to a vessel adapted for use either as a
coaster for coasting down snowy slopes or as a craft or
boat for self-propelled movement on water or as a water
ski to be towed.

The purpose of this invention is to adapt the usual
concavo-convex coaster for greater and novel utility.

An object of this invention is the provision of a
concavo-convex coaster body having transom means
former thereon, for the attachment of an outboard motor
thereto.

Another object is the provision of a concavo-convex
coaster body in combination with an outboard motor for
propelling said coaster body.

Still another object of this invention is the provision
of a concavo-convex coaster body in combination with
rudder means for controlling said coaster body in water.

Yet another object is to provide a concavo-convex
coaster body with rudder means for directionally steering
said coaster on a snowy slope.

A further object of this invention is the provision of a
coaster having an insulated floor supported by said insula-
tion, such as cork or expanded polystyrene.

Still a further object is to provide a concavo-convex
coaster of a capacity for seating a plurality of people,
such as a family group.

Yet a further object is to provide a concavo-convex
coaster having an inturned rim.

Other specific objects and many of the attendant ad-
vantages of this invention will be readily appreciated as
the same becomes better understood by reference to the
following detailed description when considered in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings in which like
reference numerals designate like parts throughout the
figures thereof and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the generally concavo-convex
body of the invention, showing a chord like transom
formed integrally therewith for the attachment of an out-
board motor thereto;

FIG. 2 is a section view taken on line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary section view taken
on line 3—3 of FIG. 1, showing the integral transom and
an outboard motor secured thereto;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary elevation view of
the transom, taken on line 4—4 of FIG. 2; and

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view similar to
FIG. 3, showing a simplified rudder means.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference
numerals designate like or corresponding parts throughout
the several views, there is shown a concavo-convex disc-
like or segmental spherical-like body, generally indicated
at 10, not unlike a coaster or saucer, or the like, having
a convex bottom 11 and a continuous side wall 12 extend-
ing upwardly therefrom and merging therewith on a
smooth gradual curve, said annular side 12 terminating
at its upper reaches in an integral rim or rib generally
indicated at 13. Included in said rim and sidewall is an
integral upright planar transom 14 for the securement
thereto of a conventional outboard motor means generally
indicated at 15, said transom structure extending above
said rim and being thickly and solidly reinforced to suit-
ably support said motor.

The remaining portion of said rim is hollow and tubu-
lar except for a small solid section 16 at the front end
of the body 10, diametrically opposite the transom, for
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the attachment thereto of towline connector means. gen-

erally indicated at 17.

. The tubular rim or rib is inturned and projects inwardly
of the side wall 12 to provide a substantially continuous
stop edge for the prevention of an unexpected displace-
ment of an occupant from the coaster-craft, and to other-
wise provide a continuous cleat-like element against which
an occupant can brace himself against the sharp gyratory
and sashay movements of the operating coaster-craft.

The motor means 15 is secured to the transom 14 by
means of a C-clamp 18 provided with tightener screw
means 19, said C-clamp being part of the motor means
15 and being adapted to receive and embrace the upper
portion of the transom and bear thereon and be supported
thereby.

The somewhat flat and narrow integral housings 21
and 22 provide rudder means, controllable by handle 29,
when the propeller 23 is not rotating and driving. Ob-
viously, during normal operation of the motor, the motor
is pivotally controllable about a vertical axis thereby pro-
viding rudder action, through means of the driving pro-
peller.

The connector means 17 comprises an eyebolt 24
threadedly engaged in solid rim section 16, and a ring
25 interlocked therewith. A towline 26 is connectable to
said connector means 17 through means of a swivel snap
27 secured to said towline and snapped on said ring 25.

A floor or deck 28 is provided spaced above the bottom
11, said floor being welded to the inner periphery of the
bottom 11 by any means so as to provide an air tight
chamber 29 between said bottom and said deck, said air
chamber being filled with expanded polystyrene 31, such
as Styrofoam, or the like, to make the coaster-craft buoy-
ant, provide a supporting medium for the floor 28, and
to provide an insulated floor. Cork can also be used as
such filler.

The deck 28 provides a flat floor surface facilitating the
use of the coaster-craft.

In the event the walls of the air chamber are caused to
leak, the cellular Styrofoam will sustain the coaster-craft
buoyant.

While it is preferred that the coaster-craft be molded
of a thermo setting resin and glass fiber, such as Fiberglas,
or the like, it is not limited to such material. It is to be
understood that any material suitable for the purpose may
be used.

While it is preferred that the coaster-craft be of a
diameter to provide an area sufficient to hold and seat a
plurality of occupants, including a family group, the
coaster-craft may be of a size to accommodate only a
single person.

FIG. 5 shows a modification wherein a simplified rudder
32 is used in lieu of the rudder means of outboard motor
15. The simplified rudder 32 is especially adapted
for use while the coaster-craft is being towed on water,
for the control thereof; and otherwise for use when the
coaster is used for coasting down snowy slopes wherein
the simplified rudder, having its knife edge 33 in engage-
ment with such snowy slope, controls the coaster much
like the steering runner of an ice boat. Said simplified
rudder 32 is pivotally mounted on C-clamp means 34
through means of a pin 35, and controlled through means
of handle 36.

In operation, when used in conjunction with motor
15, the coaster-craft is self-propelled thereby, and because
of its circular configuration, and spherical-like bottom
presenting an inclined bow for substantially 360 degrees,
such coaster-craft is capable of very sharp turns, and
unusual gyratory movements.

When towed on water, the rudder provides a control
of the coaster-craft for unusual chasséing movements.
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When used for coasting down a snowy slope, the rudder
provides control means for directional steering of the
coaster, and for maintaining a stabilized orientation of
the coaster.

Some characteristic features of this invention are the
provision of a concavo-convex coaster having a transom
means. formed thereon; the combination of a concavo-
convex coaster and an outboard motor means; the com-
bination of a concavo-convex coaster and rudder means
for controlling said coaster in water; the combination of
a concavo-convex coaster and rudder means, having a
sharp edge for directionally steering said coaster on a
snowy slope; the provision of a concavo-convex coaster
having an insulated floor; the provision of a concavo-
convex coaster having a floor imsulated by means of
Styrofoam whereby said Styrofoam supports said floor;
and the provision of a concavo-convex coaster having a
capacity for seating a plurality of people, such as a
family group. .

Obviously many modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in the light of the above
teachings. - It is therefore to be understood, that within
the scope of the appended claim, the invention may be
practiced otherwise than as specifically described.

What is claimed and desired to be protected by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

A coaster-craft, comprising: a generally concavo-
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convex disc-like body having a smooth bottom and having

" continuous upturned sidewalls including a transom; said
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sidewalls terminating in an inturned rim extending from
one side of said transom to the other side of said transom,
and said transom extending above said rim; a deck dis-
posed centrally of and spaced above the bottom of said
body; expanded polystyrene in the space between said
deck and said bottom for supporting said deck; steering
means including a rudder and a tiller pivotally mounted
on said transom for directionally controlling said body,
said rudder having a knife edge along the bottom edge
thereof.
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