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This invention relates to Spring clips. 
Various spring clips have heretofore been proposed for 

holding groups of papers, money and the like but not 
all of these has proven wholly satisfactory. 

It has heretofore been proposed to use the torsional 
effect of a straight or arcuate piece of wire but clips made 
in this manner are readily deformed permanently by the 
stressing of the material beyond its elastic limit. Such 
deformed clips were thereafter unsuited for providing the 
desired clamping action. 

Others of the spring clips heretofore available were 
made of relatively light wire and lacked adequate strength 
for repeated gripping. 

In the spring clips heretofore proposed in which a 
coil is employed to provide the closing or gripping force 
of the clips, the clips frequently lacked adequate capacity 
ibetween the arms when in gripping position. 

In spring clips of the coil type heretofore available, 
also, the holding capacity of the clips in terms of thickness 
of a pack of sheets was not made readily available to 
the user. 

It is the principal object of the present invention to 
provide a spring clip which will be free from the likeli 
hood of permanently deformation in use, with which a 
relatively large gripping force can be applied and which 
has a large and predetermined capacity. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a spring clip having a plurality of gripping locations, and 
with a large capacity in terms of thickness of a pack of 
sheets. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a spring clip in which the maximum effective capacity is 
indicated by the spacing of the ends of the legs, which 
spacing also facilitates the application of the clip to the 
pack of sheets to be gripped. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a spring clip having a coil providing the desired force 
with the legs offset from each other contiguous to the coil, 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a spring clip of the character aforesaid which is made of 
a single piece of wire. 

Other objects and advantageous features of the in 
vention will be apparent from the description and claims. 
The nature and characteristic features of the invention 

will be more readily understood from the following de 
scription, taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings forming part thereof, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of a spring clip 

in accordance with the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the Spring clip 

shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view taken approxi 

mately on the line 3-3 of FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the clip shown in FIGS. 

1, 2 and 3. 
It should, of course, be understood that the description 

and drawings herein are illustrative merely, and that vari 
ous modifications and changes can be made in the struc 
ture disclosed without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, in 
which a preferred embodiment of the invention is illus 
trated, the spring clip there shown is made of a single 
piece of wire with a helical coil 10 and opposite legs 11 
extending therefrom first in spaced relation (see FIGS. 
2 and 4) and then in meeting relation. 
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In order to trace the components of the clip and the 

manner in which it is made from a single piece of wire 
one terminal end 15 is straight and is disposed in the 
coil 10. Connected to the terminal end 15 by a right 
angle bend 6 a downwardly and rearwardly disposed leg 
offsetting portion 17 is provided. 

Extending from the leg offsetting portion 17, and con 
nected thereto by a bend 18, a diagonal leg portion 19 is 
provided which is connected by an end return bend 20 
to a straight leg portion 21 which as seen in FIGS. 1 and 
3 is substantially perpendicular to the axis of the coil 10. 
The leg portion i9, the bend 20 and the leg portion 2, 

as shown in FiG. 2, are in the same plane. 
The leg portion 21 is connected by a bend 22 to a leg 

offsetting portion 23 which extends to the first turn of 
the coil 10 with which it is integral. 
The coil 10 has a plurality of turns, with the longitu 

dinal helical axis in a straight line. At the opposite end 
of the coil 10, a leg offsetting portion 25, extends there 
from and is connected by a bend 26 to a straight leg por 
tion 27. The leg portion 27, as seen in FIG. 1, extends 
substantially parallel to the leg portion 2i. 
The leg portion 27 is connected by a return bend 28 

to a diagonal leg portion 29. The leg portion 29 is con 
nected by a bend 30 to a leg offsetting portion 31 which 
is in turn connected by a right angle bend 32 to a straight 
terminal end 33 which extends into the coil 0 in spaced 
relation at its terminus to the terminus of the terminal 
end 5. 
The leg portions 27 and 29, as shown in FIG. 2, are 

in the same plane. 
It will be noted that the diagonal leg portions 9 and 

29, in free positions, bear on each other in spaced rela 
tion to the return bends 2) and 23. 
The center of curvature of the bend 18 is axially 

aligned with the leg offsetting portion 25 and the center 
of curvature of the bend 30 is axially aligned with the 
leg offsetting portion 23. 

It will be noted that the lengths of the leg offsetting 
portions 17 and 25 and of the leg offsetting portions 23 
and 32 provide a spaced location contiguous to the hinge 
provided by the coil 10 of predetermined size, thus pro 
viding for accommodation of a pile or group of papers, 
or other objects to be held so that the legs A, for loading 
at suggested capacity, are in spaced parallel planes. 

In order to indicate to the user the suggested capacity, 
the space between the return bends 20 and 28 is a suf 
ficiently close approximation for this purpose. 
The space between the return bends 20 and 28 also 

facilitates the application of the clip to a plurality of 
sheets of paper or the like. For this purpose, if the stack 
is sufficiently rigid, the clip is advanced toward the edge 
of the stack so that the space between the return bends 
20 and 28 straddles the edge and the clip as it is advanced 
further is turned to aid in forcing the legs A apart, against 
the force of the spring coil 10. The legs 1 can be slid 
over the stack until the coil 10 is close to the edge of the 
stack. 

claim: 
1. A spring clip of a single piece of wire bent to pro 

vide a pair of legs and a multiple turn helical hinge coil 
therebetween comprising a terminal end extending into 
one end of said coil, said terminal end being connected 
by a first leg offsetting portion to a first leg portion, a 
second leg portion connected to said first leg portion by 
a return bend and connected by a second leg offsetting 
portion to the other end of the coil, said first and second 
leg portions constituting one of Said pairs of legs, said 
one leg being offset in one direction from said coil by 
said leg offsetting portions, said one end of the coil being 
connected by a third leg offsetting portion to a third leg 
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portion, a fourth leg portion connected to said third leg 
portion by a return bend, said third and fourth leg por 
tions constituting the other of said pairs of legs, said 
fourth leg being connected by a fourth leg offsetting por 
tion to a second terminal end, said second terminal end 
extending into said other end of the coil, Said other leg 
being offset in the other direction from said coil by said 
leg offsetting portions, the terminus of Said terminal ends 
being in spaced relation in said coil. 

2. A spring clip as defined in claim 1 in which the dis 
tance between said legs at the offset portions thereof and 
between said return bends is Substantally the same. 

3. A spring clip as defined in claim 1 in which at each 
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4. 
end of the clip one of the leg offsetting portions and the 
bend connecting it to the contiguous leg portion and the 
center of the bend connecting the other leg offsetting por 
tion and its contiguous leg portion are disposed in align 

ent. 
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