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(87) Abstract: This power element drive device is equipped with: an off-drive circuit (14) for driving so as to perform a
normal off operation from an off-drive terminal (MN) by taking away the gate voltage of a power element (1, 1a, 1b) on the
basis of a drive signal (MIN) off command; a soft isolation circuit (20) for driving so as to turn the power element off from
an isolation drive terminal by taking away the gate voltage at a different speed than when the off-drive circuit drives so as
to turn the same off; an off-holding drive circuit (29) for holding the state of the power element being off, by connecting
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the source and the gate of the power element at an impedance which is lower compared to the off-drive circuit; a first
voltage detection circuit (18) for monitoring the control voltage of the power element at the off-drive terminal; a second
voltage detection circuit (27) for monitoring the control voltage of the power element at the isolation drive terminal; and
a control unit (11) for determining and controlling the control content on the basis of the drive signal and the monitoring
results of the control voltage from the first and second voltage detection circuits.
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