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1 Claim. (Cl 16—126)

This invention relates to a sheet metal burial
case for receiving and enclosing the more elabo-
rate and costly casket preparatory to inter-
ment and refers more particularly to the handile

5 attachments and to the method of applying the
same to the upright side walils of the case.

These burial cases are preferably made of
relatively rigid sheet steel with an opening in
one end for receiving the casket and adapted to

10 be closed by a drop lid which, together with the
remaining portions of the case, is hermetically
sealed against the entrance of air and moisture.

The main object is to provide the portions of
the upright walls of the case, where the handles

15 are to be placed, with inwardly depressed or
sunken panels of sufficient depth to permit the
handles and their attachments to lie in a plane
wholly within the outer surfaces of the con-
tisuous portions of the case when the handles

20 are folded so that the cases may be placed side
by side in close relation for economy in storage
and may also be moved endwise in close relation
to other objects without liability of impairment
of the handles or objects.

25 Another object is to secure the handle-sup-
porting members directly to the sunken panels
without perforating any portion of the case.

A further object is to pivot the handle to its

. supporting member in such manner as to permit

30 it to swing from a normal vertical position
wholly within the depression to a substantially
horizontal position beyond the cuter face of the
contiguous portions of the case.

- Another object is to form the handle support

35 with an integral stop for limiting the upward

swinging movement of the handle to its hori-
zontal position.

Cther objects and uses will be brought out in
the following description.

40  In the drawing:—

Mgure 1 is a perspective view of a burial case
equipped with my improvements.

Figures 2, 3 and 4 are enlarged sectional views

. taken respectively in the planes of lines 2—2,

45 33 and 4—4, Figure 1.

Figures 5 and § are enlarged perspective views
of the detached handle-supporting plate and
handle respectively.

Figure 7 is a psrspective view of the detached

50 pintle for connecting the handle to its support-

ing plate.

In order that the invention may be clearly
understood I have shown a burial case A hav-
ing an opening in one end normally closed by
a drop lid ¢ which is hinged at a’ to the adja-

cent end of the top wall b of the case to swing
from  its normally closed vertical position to a
position of rest over and upon. said top wall to
permit a- casket to be inserted: into and with-

drawn from the case, the remaining portions of go

the case and ‘closed lid being hermetically sealed
against the entrance of moisture, it being under-
stood that suitable means will be provided for
locking the lid in its closed position.

The opposite upright sides ¢ of the case are gp

each provided with a plurality of, in this in-

stance two, inwardly depressed or sunken im-

perforate panels 1 which are somewhat frusto-
conical in cross section and are arranged in

longitudinally spaced relation approximately %o

midway between the bottom and top of the case,
as shown in Figure 1.

The inner wall of each panel 1 is substan-
tlally fiat and parallel with the outer face of

the contiguous portion of the case and is of 73

sufficient area to receive and support a handle-
supporting plate 2 which is welded electrically
or otherwise to the panel to avoid perforating
the latter.

Each sheet metal plate 2 is generally oval in’gg

face view and its longer axis is substantially
equal to the diameter of the panel 1 to which
it is secured with its longer axis substantially
co-incident with the horizontal axis of said

panel to allow ample space for the reception and "85

operation of a handle 3 and also to enable the
bearings for the handle to be properly spaced
for strength and durability.

The marginal edges of each plate 2 are offset

inwardly and are disposed in substantially the 90

same flat plane for close engagement -with the
outer face of its corresponding panel 1, the
lower and upper edges of the intermediate por-
tions of said marginal edges being provided

with flat vertical flanges 4 and 5 which are’ 95

welded electrically or otherwise to the panel 1.

The major portion of the plate 2-is there-
fore raised and disposed in a plane parallel
with and in spaced relation to the panel 1 and

is provided with longitudinally spaced openings

6 extending upwardly from the lower edge of
the plate approximately one-half the vertical
height of said plate for receiving the opposite

arms 3’ of the handles 3, as shown more clearly

in Figures 3 and 5.

~The upright side walls.of the openings 6 are
bent inwardly from the front portion of the plate
against the panel 1 to form flanges 7 having

apertures 8 for receiving a pintle 9 by which the
handle 3 is pivotally connected to said plate,
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the portions of the plate at the upper ends of
the openings 6 being pressed outwardly in some-
what semi-conical shape to form stops 10 for
limiting the upward swinging movement of the
handle, as shown by dotted lines in Figure 4.

The handle 3 is also made of sheet steel or
equivalent metal bent U-shape to form the arms
3’ which are of equal length and are preferably
U-shaped in cross section while the remaining
portion forming the handle proper is bent into
circular form with its edges in close contact for
convenience of gripping in the hand of the user
and also to increase the strength and durability
of the handle. L

The arms 3’ of the handle are provided near
their ends with apertures 11 for receiving the
pintle 9 which, when inserted into the register-
ing apertures 8 and 11 in the flanges 7 and arms
3’, has its intermediate portion deflected at 9’
to one side of its ends to prevent endwise dis-
placement thereof.

The distance between the apertures 8 and stop
shoulder 9 is substantially equal to the dis-
tance between the -apertures 11 . and outer
face of the arms 3’ of the handle 3 so that
when the handle .is rocked outwardly and
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upwardly from its normal down position to a
substantially horizontal position its arms 3’ will
engage the stops 10 and thereby prevent further
upward rocking movement of the handle where-
upon the case may be safely and conveniently
carried by the handles.

It is, of course, understood that as soon as
the lift upon the handles is released they will
automatically drop by their own weight to their
down positions wholly within the outer faces
of the portions of the case surrounding the
sunken panels 2, thus permitting the burial case
to. be.stored or transported in close relation to
other objects without liability of injuring the
handles or contiguous objects.

What I claim is:—

- -A handle attachment of the character de-
scribed comprising a plate having flat vertical
flanges along its lower and upper edges and a
raised central portion between and extending

‘beyond opposite ends of said flanges and provided

with vertical slots at opposite ends of the lower
flange, and a U-shaped handle having its op-
posite arms pivoted to the walls of said slots.

JOHN D. CANEDY.
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