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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ALDEN L. McMuRTRY, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Sound Beach, Fairfield county, and State 
of Connecticut, United States of America, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
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provements in Garments for Stage Effects, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a garment to be 

worn by a dancer for producing novel light 
ing effects, and its object is to provide a 
simple portable apparatus for this purpose. 
I will describe my invention in the fol 

lowing specification and point out the novel 
features thereof in the appended claims. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a 
perspective view of a stage dancer wearing 
a garment which is made according to my 
invention. Fig. 2 is a wiring diagram 
showing a preferred arrangement of certain 
electrical apparatus and circuits. 
Like characters of reference designate cor 

responding parts in both of the figures. 
10 designates a short skirt of a usual form 

which is preferably constructed of some 
opaque textile material. The lower edge of 
this skirt flares outwardly as shown at 11. 
Running horizontally around the inside of 
this skirt just above this flaring portion is a 
band 12 on which are supported several 
series of small incandescent electric lamps 
13, 14 and 15. This band may be placed at 
Such a height as to support the lamps a 
slight distance above the dancer's knees. 
The band 12 is also used to support certain 
electrical conductors which run to the 
lamps. 

In Fig. 2, 20 designates a small storage 
battery which may be carried upon the body 
of the dancer and concealed. This is for 
the purpose of supplying current for the 
lamps. If it is desired to Supply the cur 
rent from an external source of supply the 
battery may be dispensed with and light 
flexible wires connected as shown by the 
dotted lines at -- and -. 21 is a lead from 
the battery to a manually controlled switch 
22 which comprises an arm which may be 
moved onto any One of three stationary con 
tacts 23, 24 and 25, or off from all of them. 
A conductor 26 and branches running 

from it lead from the stationary contact 23 
to one of the terminals of each of the lamps 
in the series 13, 13, etc. Another conductor 
27 and its branches connect the stationary 
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contact 24 with one side of each of the lamps 
14, 14; and a similar conductor 28 runs be 
tween the contact 25 and all of the lamps 15. 
29 is a common return Wire from the other 
side of every lamp to the battery 20. 

All the lamps in the series 13 are pref 
erably of one color. For example, they may 
have clear glass bulbs. All the lamps in 
the series 14 are of another color Such as 
red, and the lamps in the third series, 15, are 
of still another color, such as green. The 
switch 22 is to be placed within easy reach 
of the dancer who wears this garment. In 
Fig. 1 it is shown on her belt. All of the 
connections pointed out are to be conceale 
within the skirt. 
The operation of this device is obvious. 
The dancer preferably wears white stock 

ings and shoes, and can execute the move 
ments of a dance in the usual manner. The 
stage lights may be lowered or entirely 
turned off during the progress of the dance. 
Then, at a desired moment, the Small arm of 
the Switch 22 is moved onto the stationary 
contact 23, for example. Immediately cir 
cuits are closed through all of the white 
lights 13 and the dancer's stockings and shoes 
are brilliantly illuminated. The lamps can 
not be seen by the audience because of their 
position within the skirt, and because of the 
fact that at least a part of the skirt is of 
opaque material so that their rays do not 
penetrate it. A novel and pleasant effect is 
thus produced. 
At any time the switch arm may be moved 

onto the middle contact 24 to cause the red 
lights 14 to burn instead of the White ones. 
In Fig. 2 the circuits are shown thus con 
nected. This, then, causes the dancer's stock 
ings and shoes to appear to be made of red 
material. In the same way the green lights 
may be turned on to produce a third color 
effect. 
By simple arrangements of circuits and 

switches evident to any one familiar with 
Such devices, still further color effects may 
be produced. I have selected and shown only 
enough of such connections as to clearly 
illustrate my invention. 
This invention is especially designed for 

use on a theatrical stage, and it is to be 
understood that a number of persons simi 
larly equipped may dance together, and that 
they may manipulate the switches to produce 
either the same or unlike lighting effects 
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simultaneously or at different intervals of 
time, thus obtaining a great variety of beau 
tiful combinations. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A dancer's garment of opaque mate 

rial, and an electric lamp within Said gar 
ment. 

2. A dancer's garment of opaque material, 
and a plurality of electric lamps of different 
colors within said garment. 

3. A dancer's garment of opaque material, 
a plurality of electric lamps of different 
colors within said g"St. circuits for said 

tions of said circuits. 
4. A dancer's garment of opaque material, 

a plurality of electric lamps of different 
colors within said garment, circuits for said 
annps, and a manually operated switch ar 
ranged to cause a desired one of said lamps 
to be lighted. 

5. A dancer's garment of opaque material, 
a plurality of series of electric lamps within 
said garment, all of the lamps in one series 
being of one color, and the lamps in the 
different series being of different colors, cir 
cuits for said lamps, and a manually oper 
ated switch arranged to cause the lamps in 
any desired series to be lighted. 

or changing the connec 
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6. The combination with a portable bat 
tery, of a dancer's garment of opaque ma 
terial, an electric lamp within said garment, 
a circuit between said lamp and the battery, 
and a switch for controlling said circuit. 

7. The combination with a portable bat 
tery, of a dancer's garment of opaque mate 
rial, a plurality of electric lamps of different 
colors within said garment, circuits between 
said lamps and the battery, and a manually 
operated switch for controlling said circuits. 

8. The combination with a portable bat 
tery, of a dancer's garment of opaque ma 
terial, a plurality of series of electric 
lamps within said garment, all of the lamps 
in one series being of one color, and the 
lamps in the different series being of differ 
ent colors, circuits for the lamps, and a 
manually operated switch arranged to con 
nect the battery with the circuit of the 
lamps in any desired series. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ALDEN L. MCMURTRY. 
Witnesses: 

ELLA TUCH, 
ERNEST W. MARSHALL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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