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Specification of Letters Patent.  Patented Apr: 11,1916,

Application filed July 14, 1915; Serial No. 39,865.

To-all whom it may. concern.:

Be it known that I, Dwicat W. JOoHNSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bethany, in the county of Laneaster and
State of Nebraska, have invented a new and
useful Qil-Cloth-Display Rack, of which
the following is a specification.

The present invention is an appliance es-
pecially adapted for conveniently mounting
and displaying rolls of oil cloth, and aims to

provide a novel and improved display rack .

of that character provided with novel and
improved: means whereby = desired length
of oil cloth may be readily taken from: the
selected roll and then cut off.

The present device embodies means: tor

rotatably mounting a number of rolls of oil -

cloth or other fabric, whereby the rolls may
be conveniently displayed, means: for wind-
ing up a desired amount of any particular
style of oil cloth from the respective roll,
and means for cutting or severing the oil cloth
after the required length thereof hasbeen un-
wound from theroll, sothat the oil cloth which
is cut off will be rolled up ready for hand-
ling. ' In other words, the invention aims:to

provide an apparatus for conveniently: dis-

playing various styles of oil cloth, and for
enabling the required length of the particu-
lar oil cloth selected by the purchaser, to:be
readily unrolled and cut off, without the
necessity of handling the rolls independ-
ently, as usual, and unrolling the oil cloth
upon a table; the floor, or the like, which is
troublesome, and which involves difficulty in
unrolling the desired amount of oil cloth,

especially when the desired amount: of oil

cloth is long. :

Another object of the invention is. the
provision of an oil cloth display rack of: the
nature indicated, embodying a unique

‘assemblage of the component parts, and im-
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proved: generally in its: details, to enhance
the utility and efficiency thereof. -

With the foregoing and other obje'cts-‘ in

view which will appear as the description

~ proceeds, the invention resides in the com-
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bination and arrangement of parts and in
the: details of construction hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed, it' being’ understood
that changes in the. precise: embodiment. of
the invention herein disclosed can be made

within the scope of what is claimed without
departing’ from: the spirit of the invention.

The invention is illustrated in- the accom-
panying drawings, wherein:— :

Figure 1 isia plan view of the structure.
Fig. 2 is a horizontal section thereof taken
on the line 2—2.of Fig. 4. - Fig. 3 is a side
elevation. of the device, portions being
broken away and shown: in section. - Fig. 4

b5
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is another side elevation, looking at right -

angles to the line of view in Fig. 3. TFig. 5
is an enlarged sectional detail illustrating
the means: for supporting one of the spindles.

In carrying out the invention, there is pro-
vided. a suitable supporting frame 1, which
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may be: constructed of piping, and which is

provided with: legs 2 for conveniently sup-
porting the device upon: the floor in the store
or elsewhere. The frame 1 is provided with
a pair of opposite standards 3 and 4 having
their upper and: lower ends:connected by the
respective yokes 5 and 6, and said yokes are
provided interinediate their ends with bear-
ings 7, preferably in the form:of T-couplings
interposed in the pipes constituting the
yokes:. Outstanding brackets § and 10 are
carried by the upper and lower ends, respec-
tively, of the standard 3, a bearing 9 in the
form of a T-coupling being attached to the
free end: of the upper bracket 8, and the
free end of thie: lower bracket 10 having an
upstanding tubular- socket member or pipe

‘gection: I1.

A: rotatable carrier or rack proper 12 for
the rolls-of oil cloth is mounted for rotation
about a vertical axis upon the frame, be-
tween: thie standards 8 and 4, whereby the
‘carrier 18 ig disposed in an upright position.
The carrier 12 embodies a central vertical
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shaft 13 having its ends journaled within -

the bedrings 7, and: upper and lower circu-

lar heads 14 and 15 are secured rigidly to-

the shaft 13 adjacent the upper and’ lower
ends. thereof.  The rolls of oil cloth 0 are
carried in an upright position between the
heads 14 and 15, and to support the rolls
upon the lower head 15 an annular series of
disks 16 are provided with central depend-
ing bosses 16® provided with anti-frictional
balls 16" seating upon the head 15, and pro-
vided with depending' pintles 17 journaled
through the head 15 for rotatably mounting
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the disks 16 thereon. Fach disk 16 and its
pintle 17 has a bore 18 therein,

The rolls of oil cloth ¢ are slipped upon
upright spindles 19 which have their lower
ends reduced, as at 20, and slipped into the

bores 18 of the respective disks 16, and the

upper ends 21 of the spindles 19 are received

in open radial slots 22 formed in the upper.

head 14. The upper ends of the spindles are
held within the slots 22 by means of hooks

"28 piveted upon the upper head 14 and en-
gageable with the upper protruding termi--

nals of the spindles. When the hooks 23

-are disengaged from the spindles, the upper
15.
- wardly out of the slots 92, and may then be

ends of the spindles may be swung out-

lifted off of the disks 16, so that the spin-

- dles 19 may be readily passed or slipped into
- the rolls of oil cloth, and after which the -

- spindles may be replaced for conveniently
« - applying the rolls to the carrier 12.

In order to normally prevent the oil cloth

from unwinding- from the rolls, tension

“means are carried by the heads 14 and 15,

- sald means embodying stems 25 attached to
-the heads between the spindles 19 and pro-

2

. jecting therebetween, and the hooked ends of -

30.

. coiled wire retractile springs 26 are engaged

. to the stems 25, whereby the intermediate -
portions: of the coiled springs 26 will bear -
¢ . against the inner sides of the rolls for pre-

- venting the rolls from spinning. This pro-

- vides simple and effective means for fric- -
- tionally holding the rolls, it being noted that -
35

when the rolls are applied, the springs 26

v .-will be bowed inwardly, and due to the con- -
: tractile tension of the springs they will con-
« tinually bear against the rolls as the rolls .
- decrease in diameter, due to the unwinding

40.
+2 + ~ The means for winding up the oil cloth -
- which is . unwound from one of the rolls is .

ef the oil cloth therefrom. '

- carried by the brackets 8 and 9, and to this

~1s also provided with a central upstanding -
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»end, a disk 27 is seated upon the socket mem-
5 ber 11 and is provided with a central de- -

pending pin 28 fitting in said member, and

pin 29.. An upright roller or core member

30 is provided with a socket 31 at its lower -

end receiving the pin 29, the roller 30 seat-
ing upon the disk 27, whereby the disk 27

o " will support the oil cloth wound upon the -

. roller 30.

- able through the bearing 9, and is provided
at its upper end with a hand crank 33, a .

55

- spring 34 being disposed within the bear-

. ing 9 for yieldably depressing the spindle

60’
- portion 35 received by a similarly-shaped
recess 36 in the upper end of the roller 30, -

+32 into engagement with the upper end of

the roller 30. The lower terminal of the
spindle- 32 has a flattened- or non-circular

- whereby the roller 30 will be rotated with

. 65

the spindle 32 when the crank 383 is rotated

A rotatable spindle 82 is slid- -

by hand. The roller 80 is disposed at one -

1,178,845

side of the rack and is parallel and coexten-
sive with the spindles 19 whereby the oil

cloth may be readily wound upon the roller

30 from any one of the spindles when the
carrier 12 is rotated to the proper position.

Disposed between the carrier 12 and the
roller 30, is an' oil -cloth clamping and cut-

“ting means 37, which embodies a pair of up-

right cobperating bars 88 and 39, the bar
38 being rigidly secured to the frame 1 ad-
jacent the standard 3 between the carrier 12
and roller:30. The bar 89 is mounted to
move to and from the bar 38 for frictionally
gripping and releasing the oil cloth, respec-
tively, and to this end, upper and lower pairs
of links 40 are terminally pivoted to the op-
posite sides of the bars 38 and 39, adjacent
the ends of said bars.
moved upwardly, it will be moved against
the bar 88, and conversely, when the bar 89
is lowered, it will be moved away from the
bar 88.- Omne of the upper links 40 is ex-

When the bar 389 is.
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tended to provide an angularly extending -

handle or lever 41, and the handle 41 is con-
nected by means of a coiled wire retractile
spring 42 with the bar 88, whereby the
spring 42 yieldably swings the handle 41

90

downwardly to bring the bar. 39 against the -

bar 88. - :

The bar 89 has a longitudinal or vertical
slot 43, and ‘the bar 38 is provided with a
complementing slot or groove 44 registering
with the slot 43 for accommodating the cut-
ter which is movable along the bar 39. This
cutter embodies a slide 45 movable along
the bar 39 opposite the bar 38, and having

‘side plates 46 overlapping the sides of the
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bar 38. The side plates 46 have flanges or -

lips 47 working in longitudinal grooves 48

- provided in the sides of the bar 39, whereby

the slide 45 is guided for vertical or longi-
tudinal movement along the bar 39. The
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cutter blade 49 is carried by the slide 45 and -

projects through the slot 43 into the slot
or groove 44. A leaf spring 50 is attached
to one side of the bar 39 adjacent the upper
end of the said bar, and projects down-
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wardly to receive the respective side plate.:

46 of the slide 45, when the slide is raised, to
hold said slide in raised position ordinarily.

In use, the rolls or oil cloth or other fabric
may be placed upon the carrier 12 in a con-

spindles 19 and seating upon the disks 15,
and the springs 26 provide tension means
for holding the rolls against accidental or
unwarranted rotation. The rolls are thus
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‘venient manner, the rolls being held by the -

120

supported in an upright position, and may::

be conveniently rotated with the carrier 12,
so that the various styles of oil cloth or
fabric may be readily and effectively ex-
hibited to the prospective purchaser, the oil

cloth being unwound slightly from the rolls.

in order that the designs thereof can be ob-
served. When the desired style or grade of
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oil cloth is selected, the carrier 12 is rotated,

to bring the respective roll of oil cloth ad-
jacent the bars 38 and 89, and the oil cloth
is then unwound and passed between the
bars 38 and 39, the bars being first separated
by raising the handle 41. Then when the
handle 41 is released, the bar 39 will be

brought against the bar 38 under the n-

fluence of the springs 42, so ‘that the oil
cloth will be gripped between the bars,
although the oil cloth may be readily -drawn
or pulled from between the bars to the
roller 30. The oil cloth is then wound
around the roller 30, and the crank 33 is
then rotated for winding the oil cloth upon
the roller 30. The bars 38 and 39 being held
yieldably together will sufficiently grip the
oil cloth to bring the same under tension
or to render the same taut, whereby it will
be wound tightly upon the roller 30. The
desired amount of oil cloth is measured off
in any suitable manner, for instance, by pro-
viding an ordinary or suitable measuring
device adjacent the bar 38 for contacting
with and measuring the oil cloth as it is
drawn from the roll and wound upon the
roller 30, or the oil cloth may be provided
with a linear scale thereon to assist in read-
ily laying off the desired length of oil cloth.
After the desired length of o1l cloth has been
drawn from the roll, the slide 45 is moved
downwardly along the bar 38, and the cut-
ter blade 49 working within the slots 43
and 44 will sever the oil cloth clamped or
gripped between the bars 38 and 39. The
oil cloth is thus cut off in a convenient and
desirable manner. The oil cloth which is
wound upon the roller 30 is then removed,
by raising the spindle 32 so that it is disen-
gaged from the upper end of the roller 80,
and the roller 30 may then be swung to one
side and lifted off of the pin 29. The roller
30 may then be removed from the oil cloth

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each,

o

and replaced, or may be allowed to remain
in the oil cloth for conveniently handling
the same, another roller 30 being substituted
upon the rack.

The present device therefore enables the
rolls of oil cloth to be displayed or exhib-
ited readily, and also permits the oil cloth
to be conveniently unwound from any roll
and then cut loose. The present device is
particularly useful in retail stores, since it
enables the salesman to exhibit and handle
the oil cloth with despatch. The device also
provides attractive means for displaying the
oil cloth, as well as rendering it more easy
to handle the same.

Instead of supporting the device in an up-
right position, the same may be supported
in a horizontal position, if desired, and
slight changes in the details of construction
may be resorted to in building the racks
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention. '

Hayving thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:

In a display rack, a rotary carrier em-
bodying a pair of heads and detachable
spindles carried thereby and removable
from between said heads, the spindles-being
arranged in an annular series and being
adapted to hold rolls of fabric, stems carried
by the heads and projecting therefrom be-
tween said spindles, and coiled wire retrac-
tile springs having their ends attached to
said stems and adapted to be bowed in-
wardly by the rolls. :

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

DWIGHT W. JOHNSON.

Witnesses: .
Herserr D. LAWSON,
Brsse R. JomNsoxN.

by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. C.”
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