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1
The present invention relates to improvements
in window shades, blinds, drop curtains and' the
like, to be referred to collectively in the follow-
ing as “blinds.”

An object of my invention is to provide a blind

having the aesthetic appearance, ruggedness, and
freedom of air circulation of the well known “Ve-
netian” blind yet being of simpler, hence less ex-
bensive, construction and greater mechanical sta-
bility.

Another object of this invention is to provide
a blind consisting, essentially, of overlapping
strips of metal or other suitable material yet
adapted to be rolled up in similar manner to the
conventional pull-down window shade.

An allied object is to provide, in a blind of the
character last described, means insuring proper
spacing of the strips to facilitate air circulation
while causing the strips to be relatively positioned
in such manner as to prevent, substantially, the
bassage of light rays, rain water and so forth.,

A further object is to provide a blind having
some or all of the characteristics set forth above
and being, at the same time, easily cleaned,
washed and dusted without being susceptible,
during use, to the accumulation of large amounts
of dust and dirt.

The above and other objects of the invention
will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion of a now preferreq embodiment, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing in which :

Fig. 1 is a perspective front view of a blind ac-
cording to the invention:

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary front elevation, on a
larger scale, of several strips forming part of the
blind shown in Fig. 1; and

Fig. 3 is a section, on a still
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2,

Referring to the drawing, there is shown a
blind according to the invention comprising a
plurality of strips f, breferably constituted by
flexible metal leaves, which overlap one another
in such manner that the lower edge 2 of any strip
(except, of course, the last)” overlies the upper
edge 3 of the next lower strip. The two end
strips, that is to say the uppermost and the lower-
most strip, are secured in any suitable manner

-to a pair of anchor members shown here as a
rectangular bar 4’ and a round rod 4’', respec-
tively. The ends of a plurality of tie members 5
(which may be cords or flexible wires), passing
through suitable guide means provided on the
strips ! in a manner described below, are secured

- to these anchor members as shown in Fig. 1.

As shown more clearly in Figs, 2 and 8, 6ach

larger scale, taken
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~strip 1 is provided with & series of raised forma-

tions 6, alternately projecting from either side of
the strip, which are in alignment with one an-
other and form guide means for the tie member
5. These formations or lugs are preferably in-
tegral with the strip and follow one another with-
out vertical spacing, so that an unbroken chan-
nel for the wire 5 is provided as best seen in Fig. 3.

The lowermost and the uppermost of the afore-
mentioned lugs, projecting from opposite faces of
a strip 1, are of reduced length, these latter lugs
having been indicated at §’ and 6’7, respectively.
Adjacent lugs 6’, 6’ of overlapping strips, being
also in overlapping relationship, between them
enclose a substantially cylindrical space accom-
modating a bead or short tube 7 which is fric-
tionally or otherwise secured to the cord or wire
5, thereby preventing any appreciable longitudi-
nal displacement thereof with respect to the
strips {. The beads 1, furthermore, serve to main-
tain the spacing between the overlapping edges
2, 3 of adjoining strips, thereby insuring freedom
of air circulation as well as uniformity of posi-
tioning of the various strips,

The lugs 6, acting as guide means for the tie
members 5, may be of any suitable form (e, g.
of angular rather than arcuate cross section)
and their number may differ from that shown,
although the provision of two long and one short
lug on each face of each strip, asin the embodi-
ment illustrated, has been found convenient for
strips of standard height. Likewise the number
of parallel wires or cords ¥ may vary with the
width of the blind and need not be three as
shown in Fig, 1.

With an arrangement according to the inven-
tion it is easy to roil up the blind, as by wrapping
it about the rod 4’ as illustrated at the bottom
of Fig. 1. It will he understood that this rod may
be provided with any suitable take-up means,
not shown, such as the conventional escape mech-
anism provided on ordinary pull-down shades.
The rod 4’ may, of course, be positioned st the
top of the blind rather than at the bottom there-
of as shown. .

The tie members 5 may be of metal, fibers etc.;
likewise, the strips | may be of metal or any
other suitable material, such as wood or plastic
composition; the beads 1 may also be made of
any suitable material and need 1ot be eylindrical
but may be spherical, cube-shaped and so forth.
The invention is, moreover, not limited to the
precise embodiment shown bug is, on the con-
trary, capable of various modifications and adan-
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3
tations intended to be included within the scope
of the appended claim.

Iclaim:

A blind comprising a plurality of superimposed
strips, each of said strips being provided with a
plurality of transverse gaps extending across the
full width thereof, each of said gaps being bridged
by a plurality of lugs alternately projecting from
opposite sides of the respective strip, the gaps of
al] of said strips being aligned forming a plural-
ity of channels, and flexible tie members posi-
tioned, respectively, in said channels, said tie
members preventing relative disalighment of said
strips, adjacent ones of said lugs, provided on ad-
jacent strips, overlapping and forming a cham-
ber between them, said tie members being pro-
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vided with beads surrounding said tie members .

4
and kpositioned each in a respective one of said
chambers. .
JOSE PUIG NONELL.
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