
May 12, 1936. C. W. HATHAWAY 2,040,484 
CAN CPENER AND DISPENSING MEANS 

Filed June 27, 1935 

us 

OWAZ2 (72. (2 A 

33 42née 

  



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Patented May 12, 1936 

UNITED STATES 

2,040,484 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,040,484 

CAN OPENER AND DISPENSING MEANS 
Claude W. Hathaway, Wilmington, N. Y. 

Application June 27, 1935, Serial No. 28,724. 
1-Claim, 

This invention relates to dispensing devices-and. 
more particularly to a means for removing liq-. 
luids from cans. 
An object of this invention is to provide a 

means whereby a sealed metal can may be opened 
and at the same time the opening means will 
permit dispensing of the fluid from the interior of 
the can. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a dispensing means of this type which is so con 
structed that it will permit the piercing of a wall 
of a metal can containing liquid and the pierc 
ing means Will at the same time provide a chan 
nel whereby the liquid may be withdrawn from the 
Ca 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a can opening and dispensing means of 
this type which is so constructed that the oper 
atting means for opening the can will act as a 
handle to permit pouring out the liquid in the can. 
A further advantage of this device lies in the 

fact that the dispensing means will prevent spill 
ing of the contents of the can after it has been 
Opened so that the can may be transported with 
out fear of the contents being spilled, the device 
being left upon the can until the contents have 
been entirely poured out therefrom. 
The above and various other objects and ad 

Wantages of this invention Will in part be de 
Scribed in, and in part be understood from the 
following detail description of the present pre 
ferred embodiment, the same being illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing Wherein:- 

Figure i is a perspective view of a device con 
structed according to an embodiment of this in 
vention mounted on a conventional can contain 
ing liquid. 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary Sectional view taken 
on the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view of the 
Spout. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary detail view from the 
inside of the Opening device. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 
clamping band in open position. 

Figure 6 is a view Similar to Figure 5 with the 
band in clamped position. 

Referring to the drawing Wherein like charac 
ters of reference designate corresponding parts 
throughout the Several VieWS, the letter C desig 
nates generally a can which may be of a type 
conventionally used to contain liquids. Such as 
milk or the like and is preferably a metal can 
provided With a top T. Which may be either 

(C1.221-23) 
Crimped or otherwise Sealed to the side. Wall S 
of the can. 
In orders to provide a means whereby the can C 

may be opened and the liquid therein dispensed at 
Will, and, the can resealed, I have provided a 
clamping band 10 of flexible construction which 
is adapted to engage about the periphery of the 
Side. Wall. S. of the can. This clamping band 0. 
is somewhat larger than the circumference of 
the side wall S and is provided at substantially 
diametrically opposed points with limiting lugs f3 
Which are adapted to engage over the top T of 
the can SO as to limit the positioning of the band 
0 with respect to the adjacent end or edge of the 

Side Wall S. A combined lever, and handle is 
secured at one end to the free ends of the looped 
band 0, the combined lever and handle f being 
Secured as by a pivotal member 2 to one end 
of the band 0 and by a pivotal member 4 to the 
other end of the band O. These pivotal members 
2 and 4 may be in the form of rivets or the like 
which may be loose With respect to both the band 
0 and the handle for may be fixed with respect 

to one of these parts and loose with respect to the 
other part, and preferably one end of the band 
0 is disposed on the inner side of the handle f 

Whereas the other end is disposed on the out 
Side so that when the handle f l is in Operative 
position with the band 0 in clamping position, 
the free ends of the band O will overlap each 
other With the upper end of the handle if inter 
posed between the overlapping ends of the band. 
The pivotal members 2 and 4 are spaced apart 
a Sufficient distance So that when the handle 
is in released position the band 0 will be sub 
stantially larger in circumference than the diam 
eter of the can C and When the handle or lever 

is swung downwardly to clamping position, the 
band 0 Will tightly engage the periphery of the 
side wall S of the can. 
At a point substantially in the center of the 

band 0 and diametrically opposed to the free 
ends of the bands there is positioned a dispens 
ing nozzle, generally designated as 5, which as 
shown in Figures 1, 2, and 3 is substantially L 
shaped in configuration With one leg 6 thereof 
horizontal and the other leg 7 vertical. 
The horizontal leg 6 of the nozzle 5 has a 

substantially triangular shaped can opening 
member 8 which is provided with a can piercing 
point 9 and Which extends in Wardly through the 
band 0. A reinforcing strip 20 is secured to 
the inside Surface Of the band C and extends on 
Opposite Sides of the horizontal portion 6 of the 
nozzle 5 for a sufficient distance to reinforce 
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the flexible band 0 and thus prevent injury to 
the band O when the handle f is being rocked 
to operative position. Preferably, when the band 
0 is being tightened about the can C, a gasket 

2 is mounted on the triangular extension 8 SO 
that the nozzle 5 will be sealed in the opening 
formed by the piercing member 9 and the ex 
tension 8. 
The upper end of the vertical portion 7 of 

the nozzle 5 has a cap or closure 22 hinged, as 
at 23, to the extension 7 and this closure 22 has 
a gasket 24 on the inside thereof which engages 
the upper end of the nozzle 5: Preferably, a 
clip 25 is carried by the cap 22 opposite from 
the hinge 23 and a projection 26 is provided on 
the upper end of the vertical portion Which is 
fixed to the nozzle and engageable by the clip 25 
so as to hold the cap 22 in closed position. If 
desired, a spring .27 may be associated with the 
cap-22 so as to constantly urge this cap to open 
position. - 

30. 

In the use and operation of this device the 
handle or lever if is initially swung to the re 
leased position shown in Figure 5 with the 
handle at Substantially right angles to the 
band 0 and in an uppermost position. The lugs 
3 will engage over the top T of the can and the 
piercing member 9 will initially loosely engage 
the side wall S of the can adjacent the top T and 
at a point below the crimped or overturned por 
tion 28 of the top. The handle f is then SWung 
downwardly in the direction shown by the arrow 
in Figure 5, whereupon the band O will be 
tightened about the periphery of the can and at 
the same time the triangular extension 8 and 

... poured out through the nozzle 5. 

2,040,484 - - ... 
piercing member 9 will cut through the side 
wall S. The pivotal members 2 and 4 are 
Spaced apart a Sufficient distance So as to effect 
a firm tightening of the band 0 about the can 
C and to effect a movement Sufficient to draw the 
extension 8 and the piercing member 9 in 
Wardly of the can and to press the gasket 2 
against the side of the can. 
When the handle f l is Swung to a position 

alongside the can C, as shown in Figure 1, the 
can may be tilted and the closure 22 opened so 
as to permit the contents of the can C to be 

It will, of 
course, be understood that if the contents of the 
can C do not flow out at a sufficiently rapid rate 
through the nozzle 5, an air hole or vent may be: 
cut through the top T of the can at a point 
diametrically opposed to the nozzle 5. 

I claim:- 
A device as set forth comprising a looped band 

having free ends, a pouring spout secured to the 
band opposite from the free ends, a hollow can 
piercing member integral with the spout, a rein 
forcing strip secured to the band and extending 
On Opposite sides of the can piercing member, a 
gasket about the can piercing member and en 
gaging against the inner side of the reinforcing 
member, an operating lever, a pair of spaced 
apart pivotal members secured to the lever and 
secured one to each end of the band and a pair 
of lugs carried by the band and engageable over 
the top of the can to hold the band against lon 
gitudinal movement in one direction with respect 
to the can. . . 

CLAUDE W. HATHAWAY. 
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