
(Model.) as sa 

F. W., LAWIGNE. 
Clothes Reel. 

No. 236,68. Patented Jan. 4, 1881. 

w 

7zz-zzsa as- Zzzazz 22 
Syre 

(246(7/, / 
N. PETERa PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, washington, D. c. 

  



O 

25 

35 

40 

45 

So 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

FREDRICK W. LAVIGNE, OF CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

y CLOTHES REEL. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 236,168, dated January 4, 1881. 
- Application filed June 3, 1880. (Model.) 

To all whom it may concern: . 
Beit known that I, FREDRICKW. LAVIGNE, 

of Claremont, in the county of Sullivan and 
State of New Hampshire, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Clothes: 
Reels; and I do hereby declare that the fol. 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, which will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters 
of reference marked thereon, which form a 
part of this specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

clothes-reels in which the clamp for confining 
the clothes or article hung over the arms of 
the reel is arranged in hinged sections; and 
the object of my improvement is to afford 
greater convenience as well as reliability in 
retaining the article upon the swinging bar or 
arm than is now accomplished with clothes 
pins or a single clamp extending the entire 
length of the arm. 
In the drawings, in which similar letters re 

fer to similar parts, Figure I is a side eleva 
tion of the reel. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a detached view, showing the 
end of clamp and its fastening device. 
A is the central post to support the reel; B, 

the bars or arms intended to support the ar 
ticle to be suspended. They are designed to 
be attached to a ring, C, which is made to re 
volve around the post A in such a manner 
that they shall have a free elevating move 
ment, so that their outer extremities may be 
easily elevated, if desired, when not in use. 
The bars are sustained in position by braces 
D, the outer extremities of which are hinged 
to the bar B about midway its length, the 
other extremity being pivoted to the ring c, 
which can be freely raised and lowered and 
turned around upon the standard A. I pre 
fer to make the rings C c in the form of a cog 
wheel, the inner extremities of the bars and 
their respective braces being inserted into the 
spaces between the teeth or cogs of their re 
spective rings, and there held by a wire which 
encircles the rings, thus forming a hinge for 
the elevating movement of the bars or braces. 
The upper ring, C, has only a circular motion 
around the post A. The lower ring, c, not 
only revolves around but is made to slide up 

and down the post Abetween the shoulder on 
the post A, upon which it ordinarily rests, and 
the upper ring, C. When raised the ring c is 
held in position by the device E, which con 
sists of a long supporting-rod having a hook 
formed upon its free end, and which, by catch 
ing in or under the ring c, holds it in a raised 
position. '. 

F F are sectional clamps or holders, which 
are hinged to each other and arranged to swing 
laterally by sections or on the end pivot which 
connects the interior section with the bars B. 
The outer section of the clamp F has a recess 
or slot, g, cut in its outer end, and in this slot 
is pivoted a fastening device, G, of the form 
shown in Fig. 3, and which, by catching un 
der the outer end of the arm B, which is slot 
ted in a similar manner to the clamp F, holds 
the clamp securely in place. 

In operation the bar B is brought to a hori. 
Zontal position by lowering the brace-ring c to 
the shoulder on the post A. By lifting the 
device G out of the slot in the end of B the 
several sections of the clamp F can then be 
swung laterally from the bar B, so as to per 
mit the articles to be hung upon the bar, the 
sectional arrangement of the clamp F permit 
ting their confinement to the bar as rapidly as 
the space covered by the section is filled with 
out waiting to cover the entire bar, as would 
be necessary if the clamp consisted of a single 
piece. The same advantage exists in the re 
moval of the articles. 
Having thus described my inventiou, I 

claim 
In a clothes-reel, the combination of the 

arms B, having the jointed clamping-arms F 
attached thereto, and fastening devices for se 
curing the outer ends of the arms together 
after the clothes have been placed between 
them, whereby portions of the clothes may be 
removed at a time from the arms B without 
the necessity of unclamping them all, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I do affix my signature in presence of 
two Witnesses. 

FREDRICK W. LAVIGNE. 
Witnesses: 

GEORGE E. PERLEY, 
IRA COLBY. 
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