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(57) Abstract: A planar illumination device (1) according to an embodiment of the present invention is provided with:
a substrate (2); a first optical element (5a); and a second optical element (6a). A plurality of light sources (3) are two-di-
mensionally disposed on the substrate (2). The first optical element (5a) is disposed on the emission side of the plurality
of light sources (3), and collects light emitted from the plurality of light sources (3). The second optical element (6a) tilts,
with respect to a first axial direction (Y-axis direction), the distribution of light collected by the first optical element (5a).
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The claims in the present application are classified into the two inventions below.

Document 1: JP 2009-117195 A (KONICA MINOLTA HOLDINGS, INC.) 28 May 2009 (2009-05-28),
paragraphs [0012]-[0058], fig. 1-5 (Family: none)

(Invention 1) Claims 1-10 and part of the invention of claims 11-12 that relates to "a planar illumination device
further provided with: a first lenticular lens that extends in a second axial direction orthogonal to the first axial
direction, and that adjusts the range of visual field in the first axial direction; and a second lenticular lens that extends
in the first axial direction, and that adjusts the distribution of luminance".

Document 1 (refer to paragraphs [0012]-[0055], fig. 1-5, etc.) describes "a planar illumination device provided with:
a substrate in which multiple light sources (organic EL elements) are two-dimensionally disposed (refer to paragraph
[0052], etc.); a first optical element disposed on the emission side of the light sources to condense light emitted from
the light sources (condensing sheet 32, refer to paragraphs [0023] and [0058], etc.); and a second optical element that
tilts, with respect to the first axial direction, the distribution of the light condensed by the first optical element (prism
sheet 31, refer to paragraph [0023], etc.)". In light of document 1, claim 1 lacks novelty, and thus does not have a
special technical feature.

However, claim 2 that depends from claim 1 has the special technical feature of "further providing: a first
lenticular lens that extends in a second axial direction orthogonal to the first axial direction, and that adjusts the range
of visual field in the first axial direction; and a second lenticular lens that extends in the first axial direction, and that
adjusts the distribution of luminance". Claims 3-10 have the same special technical feature as claim 2.

Accordingly claims 1-10 and claims 11-12 as citing claim 2 are classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Part of the invention of claims 11-12 that is not classified as invention 1, and claims 13-16

The part of the invention of claims 11-12, and claims 13-16 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding special
technical features between these claims and claim 2 classified as invention 1.

In addition, claims 11-12 depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1, and relate to the added technical feature
relative to claim 1 of "a planar illumination device provided with a reflector having openings arrayed to respectively
correspond to the light sources, and having a wall part having a wall surface that surrounds the openings and serves
as a reflection surface, wherein the wall part has a shape in which multiple first wall parts extending in a first axial
direction and multiple second wall parts extending in a second axial direction orthogonal to the first axial direction
are constructed in a lattice-like shape, and the height of the first wall parts is defined by the range of view field with
respect to the second axial direction, and the height of the second wall parts is defined by the range of view field with
respect to the first axial direction™;

claims 13-14 relate to "a planar illumination device provided with: a substrate in which multiple light sources are
two dimensionally disposed; and a reflector having openings arrayed to respectively correspond to the light sources,
and having a wall part having a wall surface that surrounds the openings and serves as a reflection surface, wherein
the wall part has a shape in which multiple first wall parts extending in a first axial direction and multiple second
wall parts extending in a second axial direction orthogonal to the first axial direction are constructed in a lattice-
like shape, and the height of the first wall parts is defined by the range of view field with respect to the second axial
direction, and the height of the second wall parts is defined by the range of view field with respect to the first axial
direction"; and

claims 15-16 relate to "a planar illumination device provided with: a substrate in which multiple light sources are
disposed two dimensionally, i.e., in a first axial direction and a second axial direction orthogonal to the first axial
direction; and a reflector having wall parts having wall surfaces that serve as reflection surfaces, wherein the wall
parts extend in the second axial direction, and are disposed along the first axial direction in conformance with the
intervals at which the light sources are disposed in the first axial direction, and the height of the wall parts is defined
by the range of view field with respect to the first axial direction”;

these features have a low technical relevance to the technical feature of claim 1 of "a planar illumination device
provided with: a substrate in which multiple light sources are two-dimensionally disposed; a first optical element
disposed on the emission side of the light sources to condense light emitted from the light sources; and a second
optical element that tilts, with respect to the first axial direction, the distribution of the light condensed by the first
optical element”.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

Thus, it is not considered that the part of the invention of claims 11-12, and claims 13-16 have a link of invention
to claim 1.

Furthermore, the part of the invention of claims 11-12, and claims 13-16 are not substantially identical to or
similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Accordingly the part of the invention of claims 11-12, and claims 13-16 cannot be identified as invention 1.

Meanwhile, the part of the invention of claims 11-12, and claims 13-16 have special technical features, and thus
are classified as invention 2.

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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