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My invention relates to improvements in high 
Way signs and the like, and the primary object 
of the invention is to combine in such a sign 
easily understood means indicating (a) the route 
number and direction of a numbered highway, 
(b) the name and direction from the location of 
the sign of adjacent towns or cities, (c) the com 
pass directions from the location of the sign, (d) 
the road number of a junction at which the Sign 
may be located, (e) a stop signal or the like, and 
(f) the names or numbers of streets and avenues 
When adapted to city or town street use. . . 
Important objects and advantages of my... in 

vention Will be apparent from a reading of the 
following description taken in connection with 
the drawings, wherein for purposes of illustra 
tion I have shown preferred embodiments of my 
invention. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a face view of a highway sign in 

accordance with the present invention employ 
ing substantially right angularly related arms. 

Figure 2 is a back or reverse side view of Fig 
ure 1. 

Figure 3 is an edge elevational view. 
Figure 4 is a face view of a modified form 

which includes an upper vertical arm having a 
laterally directed portion. 

Figure 5 is a vertical reverse side view of Fig 
lure 4. 

Figure 6 is a face view of an adaptation of the 
invention in which one of the horizontal arms 
has a vertically projecting portion. 

Figure 7 is a back or reverse side view of Fig 
ure 6. 
The sign of the present invention is intended 

and actually does take the place of Several road 
signs such as are employed today, the functions 
of all of these signs being combined in the one 
sign, and additional functions being added, SO 
that the one sign not only provides the traveler 
with the information furnished by the conven 
tional sign. but in addition provides easily read 
indications of the compass directions. 

Referring in detail to the drawings and first to 
the embodiment shown in Figures 1 through 3, 
the numeral 5 generally designates the sign 
which may comprise a suitable standard 6 rising 
to a suitable height above the road or street (not 
shown) and having secured by suitable attach 
ing means 7 to the upper part thereof the sub 
stantially square preferably metal plate 8 which 
has its corners cut off as indicated by the nu 
meral 9 substantially at right angles to each 
other. 
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The lowermost one of these corners 56 

merges into a depending arm. O while the upper 
most corner has rising therefrom an upper arm 
f f. The left hand corner has a horizontal arm 
f2, while the remaining right hand corner has a 
horizontal arm 3. The lower end of the de 
pending arm O is squared as indicated by the 
numeral E4, while the outer ends of the remain 
ing arms are pointed, as indicated by the numer 
als 5, for pointing effect. 
The form of the invention shown in Figures 4 

and 5 is substantially similar to the first de 
scribed form except that the upper arm a has 
a laterally directed foreshortened or sub-arm 
on its upper end which is pointed at its free end 
as indicated by the numeral 5'. 
The embodiment of the invention shown in 

Figures 6 and 7 is substantially similar to the 
first described embodiment except that one of 
the lateral arms 3b has on its free end an up 
wardly projecting foreshortened or sub-arm 3 
which is pointed at its upper end as indicated 
by the numeral 5'. 
On the face side of the plate portion 8 of each 

embodiment of the invention the legend "Stop,' 
designated by the numeral f6 in the embodiment 
shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3, is formed in an 
easily visible manner. 
With the reader of the sign facing South along 

a highway running from north to south, the faces 
of the upper and lower arms and iO are seen to 
have a similar coloring contrasting with the col 
oring of the remainder of the sign. On the face 
of the lower arm O is the junction number 7 
indicating the number of the route or highway at 
the next junction of the highway on which the 
reader is traveling, while the upper arm has on 
the face thereof the number 8 identifying the 
route or highway on which the reader is then 
traveling, the direction of travel being indicated 
by the two vertical arms. The southerly direc 
tion is indicated by the character 9. The left 
hand arm 2 necessarily points in an easterly di 
rection and has on the face thereof the compass 
direction character 20 and the route number 2 
of the highway running substantially at right 
angles to the highway along which the reader of 
the sign is facing. Correspondingly, the right 
hand horizontal arm 3 has a compass direction 
character 22 thereon indicating that the arm is 
pointing in a Westerly direction and this arm also 
has thereon the route number 23 indicating that 
the highway running at right angles to that 
along which the reader is facing runs in this 
Westerly direction. 
The back or reverse side of the sign, shown in 



2 
Figure 2, seen only when the reader is facing in 
a northerly direction, has on the reverse 
face of the upper arm the compass di 
rection character 24 indicating that the reader 
is facing in a northerly direction along the high 
Way, and below this is the number 25 also identi 
fying the route or highway on which the reader 
is then traveling. 
On the reverse face of the horizontal arm 3 

is the compass direction character 26 indicating 
that this arm is pointing in a Westerly direction, 
and a route number 27, similar to the character 
2 f on the front face of the arm, indicating the 
Toute number of the highway which is running 
Substantially at right angles to that along which 
the reader is facing. 
The remaining horizontal arm 2 has on the 

reverse face thereof the compass direction char 
acter 28 indicating that this arm is pointing in 
an easterly direction, and also a route membel' : 
29 designating the highway along which this 
arm is pointing. 
In addition to the foregoing, designation of a 

town to be reached by travel in an easterly di 
rection along the intersecting highway 9, is ; 
made by having the half of the Central plate 8 
adjacent the easterly pointing arm 2 and the 
reverse face of the arm 2 of the same distinctive 
color as indicated by the numeral 3) and by plac 
ing the name 3 of the designated town or city on : 
the colored portion of the plate, so as to plainly 
indicate to the reader that there is an established 
irelation between that town and the direction in 
which the corresponding arm is pointing. 

In the embodiment of the invention shown in 
Figures 4 and 5, and with reference first to the 
front of the sign exhibited in Figure 4, the face of 
the east pointing arm 2a and the lower arm a 
may be of the same color, Said color contrasting 
With the remainder of the face of the sign to in 
dicate first class routes, for instance, or some 
other similarly useful information and to indi 
cate the direction to be taken to pursue such pref 
erable route. In this embodiment the upper arm 

a with its lateral sub-arm f' is capable of in- . 
dicating that the traveler along the road which 
meets the junction should, after passing through 
the junction at hand, bear to the left or in a 
southeasterly direction as indicated by the char 
acters 32 on the sub-arm i? in order to follow 
an established or main route. In addition to the 
foregoing distinction, it will be noted that the 
face of the sign of Figure 4 is arranged to also 
be read while the reader is facing in a Southerly 
direction similar to the sign of Figure whose ; 
face is to be read while the reader is facing in 
a Southerly direction, the direction indications 
on the horizontal arms being correspondingly 
similar. The reverse or back side of the sign 
shown in Figure 5, contains the name 3a of a 
town in conjunction with coloring 30a of the cor 
responding portion of the plate 8a and the relat 
ing arm 2a to indicate the direction to be taken 
by the reader along the interSecting highway to 
reach the mentioned town. 
The embodiment of the invention shown in 

Figures 6 and 7 differs from that shown in Fig 
ures 1, 2 and 3 principally by the possession of 
the arm 3b with its upwardly projecting Sub 
arm 3'. The face of the sub-arm 3' contains 
compass direction characters 33 to indicate that 
the main or principal route makes a left turn in 
a southerly direction. 
Various combinations of the indicating fea 
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tures set forth in the three embodiments may 
be employed according to requirements to serve 
the purposes of the invention. 
Although I have shown and described herein 

preferred embodiments of the invention it is to 
be definitely understood that I do not desire to 
limit the application of the invention thereto ex 
cept as required by the scope of the Subjoined 
claims. 

Having described the invention, What is claimed 
as new is: 

1. A highway sign of the character described, 
said Sign comprising a standard to be located at 
a junction of two highways, a vertical plate Se 
cured to Said standard, upper and lower vertical 
arms porjecting from the upper and lower edges 
of Said plate, left and right horizontal arms pro 
jecting from the left and right-hand edges of 
Said plate, a junction Symbol on the face of the 
lower arm designating the next junction to be 
reached when traveling in the direction in which 
the vertical arms are pointing, a route number 
on the face of each of Said left and right arms, a 
route number identifying the highway on which 
the sign is positioned on the face of said upper 
arm, a town Symbol on a face of one lateral half 
of Said plate, and common designating means on 
Said half and the related horizontal arm to indi 
cate the direction to be taken on the intersecting 
highway to reach the town. 

2. A highway sign of the character described, 
Said Sign comprising a standard to be located at 
a junction of two highways, a vertical plate se 
cured to Said standard, upper and lower relatively 
long vertical arms projecting from the upper and 
lower edges of Said plate, left and right relatively 
long horizontal arms projecting from the left and 
right-hand edges of Said plate, a junction symbol 
on the face of the lower arm designating the next 
junction to be reached when traveling in the 
direction in which the vertical arms are pointing, 
a highway identifying Symbol on the face of each 
of said left and right arms, a route number iden 
tifying the highway on which the sign is posi 
tioned on the face of said upper arm, a town 
symbol on a face of One lateral half of said plate, 
common designating means on said half and the 
related Vertical arm to point the direction to be 
traveled to reach the town, 

3. A highway sign of the character described, 
Said sign comprising a Standard to be located at a 
junction of two highways, a vertical plate Secured 
to Said standard, upper and lower vertical arms 
projecting from the upper and lower edges of 
Said plate, left and right horizontal arms project 
ing from the left and right-hand edges of said 
plate, a junction Symbol on the face of the lower 
arm designating the next junction to be reached 
when traveling in the direction in which the ver 
tical arms are pointing, a highway identifying 
symbol on the face of each of said left and right 
arms, a route number identifying the highway 
on which the sign is positioned on the face of 
said upper arm, a town Symbol on the one lateral 
half of said plate, common designating means on 
a face of Said half and the related horizontal arm 
to indicate the direction to be taken on the in 
tersecting highway to reach the town, and further 
Similar designating means and further symbols 
on the back of and functionally related to the 
Symbols on the faces of Said plate and said verti 
cal and horizontal arms. 

ERWIN A. KIECKER. 


