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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. LORENZ, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hart-
ford, in the county of Hartford and State of
Connecticut, have invented a new and useful
Musice-Desk, of which the followingis a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improvements in
music-desks, having a novel base-piece upon
which the music rests; and the object of my
improvement is to make a desk from which
the music will not slide off and which shall
hold one or more of the leaves of the music
partly open in order that the leaves may be
quickly turned by the player. Iattain these
objects as shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figures 1 and 2 are a front and a side
view, respectively, of the front part of an
upright piano, showing the improved music-
desk. Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view of
the bottom of the desk shown in Fig. 1 on
line @ D. TFig. 4 is a perspective view of
musie-stand, showing a modification of the
improved desk. Fig. 5 is an enlarged sec-
tional view of the bottom of the desk shown
in Fig. 4, taken on the linecd. Tig. 61is a
perspective view of the piano shown in Figs.
1 and 2, showing a piece of music held open
by the improved base-piece of the music-desk.

The invention consists of a music-desk 1,
having ils base-piece 2 covered with elastic
projections, as shown at3." These projections
may be made of rubber points, fine bristles,
woolen projections, or of other fibrous mate-
rial, and the projections may be of irregular
or varions lengths and may be fastened to the
desk by glue or other means. They may be
used over the whole of the desk-bottom or
only partly over the bottom, as shown at 3 3
in Figs. 4 and 5. To attain the most desirable
results, these projectionsshould havea length

“sufficient to allow the leaves of the music to

embed themselves inthem. Thislength may

vary from one-sixteenth to three-sixteenths
of an inch, and they should be made of a very

flexible material, and I prefer to use therefor
a wool plush with bristles of about one-eighth
of an inch in length. This material is elastic
and recovers its upright position readily and
is practically noiseless when the leaves are
turned over. When bound books are used,
the covers of the books embed themselves in
the elastic projections and permit the leaves
to rest in the projections, and thus prevent
them from turning overof their own accord
when the book is stiffiy bound. This is a
very great convenience. Unbound sheet mu-
sic is held from slipping off the desk, as the
leaves catch easily in the elastic projections.

-A further advantage is gained in the case
where the player himself desires to turn the
leaves of the piece he is performing. The
piece of music may be arranged beforehand
as shown in Fig. 6, where the leaf 4 is opened
and caught by the elastic projections at 5,
the leaf 6 is caught at 7, and the leaf 8 rests
against the desk 1 and is held back by the
elastic projections 3. By thus opening the
leaves they can be successively seized very
quickly and tarned very rapidly, and a dis-
tinet advantage is thereby gained.

This desk improvement can be applied to
any style of piano or other music-desk.

The advantages of this desk cannot be
gained by simply covering the base-piece 2
with a smooth cloth whose surface isslippery,
and such covering I do not claim; butany ar-
rangement of fibrous elastic covering in which
the music-leaves can embed themselves wounld
embody the advautages of my invention.

What I do'claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The base-piece of amusic-desk, havingelas-
tie projections thereon, between which the
several leaves of the musiccan independently
embed themselves, substantially as deseribed.

WILLIAM A. LORENZ.

Witnesses: ’
EDWARD E. CLAUSSEN,
WirLiam H., HoNIss.
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