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This invention relates to means and agencies 
selectively engageable with and for the supported 
Suspension of fabric material units, such as 
clothes, during drying or airing of such units, 
and has as an object to provide an improved con 
struction and arrangement of elements consti 
tuting a clothes line. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved clothes line adapted for mounting in 
bridging relation between spaced end supports 
With a minimum of sag. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved clothes line capable of supporting 
imposed load with minimized deflection. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved clothes line engageable directly 
with and for the secure support of fabric units in 
a manner to dispense with separate pins, clips, 
and the like, heretofore commonly employed. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved clothes line whereto attachment of 
fabric units may be made at any desired point 
in the line length. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved clothes line conveniently mountable 
in position for practical use either in supported 
relation on and with conventional such lines or 
independently of the latter. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved clothes line adapted for association 
with sound-reproducing means in a novel man 
ner pertinent to advertising and analogous uses. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

Wide an improved clothes line susceptible of eco 
nomical production from known and available 
materials free from tendency to rust and cor 
rode, convenient of installation and use, efficient 
to attainment of the ends for which designed, 
and durable throughout a long life of practical 
utility. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

my invention consists in the construction, ar 
rangement, and combination of elements herein 
after set forth, pointed out in my claims, and ill 
lustrated by the accompanying drawing 
Which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a typical instal 
lation of the improvement, ready for practical 
use. Figure 2 is a fragmentary, detail, bottom 
plan view, on an enlarged Scale, of a Section of 5. 
the improvement as manipulated for engagement 
with a fabric unit to be suspended therefrom, 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary, detail elevation, on an 
enlarged scale, of a section of the improvement 
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With. Figure 4 is a cross section taken substan 
tially on the indicated line 4-4 of Figure 3. Fig 
ure 5 is a cross Section taken substantially on the 
indicated line 5-5 of Figure 2. Figure 6 is a 
fragmentary, detail cross section, on a further 
enlarged Scale, taken substantially on the indi 
cated line 6-6 of Figure 3. 

In the construction of the improvement as 
shown, an elongate channel member f0, of modi 
fied U-shape in cross Section, is formed from 
Weather-resistant, resiliently-yieldable material 
in a length, or lengths, approximating the de 
Sired Span of the mounted line. The member 9 
is an integral, continuous unit of uniform con 
formation throughout its length and may be 
formed in any desired manner, as by rolling, ex 
trusion, molding, or the like, to any preferred 
dimensions or proportions from any of several 
particular materials having the properties requi 
site to its load-supporting function, its transverse 
resilient yieldability, its permanence in use, and 
its resistance to corrosive influences; certain of 
the moldable synthetic resins, or 'plastics,' being 
particularly well adapted to use in the production 
of said member. 
While the cross-sectional form of the member 

C may be varied considerably without departing 
from the concept and operative principle of the 
invention, it is deemed advantageous that the 
member should be shaped to present a transverse 
ly and exteriorly arcuate, relatively thick base 
constituting the upper stretch of the member in 
use, relatively thinner side walls 2 Springing in 
outwardly-bowed, complementary relation from 
the opposite long margins of said base , and 
free edge margins 3 recurved relative to their 
respective walls 2 into spaced parallelism defini 
tive of a throat opening extending the length of 
the member in opposition to the base and 
hence disposable to open downwardly when the 
member is mounted with its said base uppermost. 
With due regard to the properties of the material 
employed, the thickness of the walls 2 is pro 
portioned to develop therein a degree of resilient 
yieldability permissive of manual separation of 
the edge margins 3 at any point of the member 

length for consequent material widening of 
the throat opening between said margins at Such 
point of their separation; the properties of the 
material employed and the general tubular form 
of the member functioning to return the edge 
margins 3 to their original spaced relation when 
the pressures effecting their greater separation 
have been released. Normally closing the throat 

and the actuating slide member associated there- 55 between the edge margins 3, complementary ribs 
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4 extend longitudinally of the member 10 just 
in Wardly from said edge margins, each of said 
ribs being an integral, inward extension from one 
of the member side walls 2 and diminishing in 
thickness from its side wall attachment to a thin, 
free edge normally paralleling and adjacent the 
Opposite side wall; the projection of said ribs 4 
from their respectively associated side walls be 
ing Such as to dispose the ribs in slidably over 
lapped relation of adjacent longitudinal surfaces 
and in consequent closing relation with the mem 
ber 0 throat when the edge margins 3 are in 
normal condition of Spaced parallelism, as shown 
in Figure 4, and to effect opening of said throat 
for a limited longitudinal distance-through sepa-- 
ration of the rib 4 free edges at the Zone and 
as a consequence of edge margin 3 separation, 
as shown in Figures 2 and 5. 
For the application of separatory pressures to 

the edge margins 3 at any selected point in the . 
length of the member 6, and to thereby effect 
opening of the member throat at such point, a 
manually-actuatable clip is engaged exteriorly over 
and about said member in slidably adjustable re 
lation therealong. The Said clip is formed from 
stiff, operatively rigid material, preferably sheet 
metal, as a pair of complementary plates 5 
bowed into substantial overlying conformity with 
the exterior surfaces of the member side walls 2 
and equipped with cooperating hinge elements 
interengageable to establish an axis of plate 5 
articulation paralleling and exteriorly closely ad 
jacent the longitudinal median line of the mem 
ber base , the otherwise free ends of said plates 
5 remote from their hinge axis being inturned 

as hooks 6 in slidable engagement over the edge 
margins 3 of the member side walls wherewith 
Said plates respectively coact. Beyond their hinge 
axis and away from the member 9, the plates 5 
are extended to form actuating webs or fingers 
in fixed relation with their respective plates such 
as serves to dispose the said webS 7 in divergence 
away from the hinger axis when the plate hooks 
6 engage the member-edge margins 3 in throat 

closing relation of the latter and to approach said 
Webs into substantial parallelism when the said 
hooks 8 and edge margins thereby engaged are 
Separated into throat-opening relation. The webs 
or fingers constitute convenient means for the 
operative manipulation of the clip assembly and 
are available for manual engagement: in a man 
ner effective to slide the clip assembly longitudi 
nally of and from point to point, along the men 
ber 9 when the latter is in normal, throat-closed 
condition, and to react to manual pressures tend 
ing to close them together in a manner effective 
to separate the plates 5 and consequently open 
the member throat between the hooks 6 of the 
slide assembly; the tension inherent in the men 
ber 0 acting to return the latter to closed-throat 
condition and the WebS to normal divergence 
When the Squeezing pressures on the latter are 
released. 
The slidable mounting of the clip assembly on 

the member 9 affords convenient opportunity 
for aSSociationg advertising and entertainment 
means thereWithin a novel and ingenious man 
ner. Since a given point on either of the plates 
5 traverses an invariable path longitudinally of 
the member 80 exterior surface as the clip assem 
bly is shifted along said member, a straight sound 
record track 8, of the type commonly employed 
in phonographic Sound reproduction, having the 
desired sound output characteristics, may be 
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4. i; 
coaction with a stylus 9 operatively associated 
With and projecting inwardly from a diaphragm 
20 carried by and for operation in a usual man 
ner within a boss or sound-box 2 ? formed on one 
of the plates 5. Thus, shifting of the clip as 
sembly longitudinally along the member fo re 
sults in a tracing of the track 8 by the stylus 9 
and consequent vibration of the diaphragm 20 
for audible output of the message, or theme in 
printed in the sound record track. 
The member G, constructed, furnished, and 

equipped as shown and described in any desired 
unit length, is mounted for practical use in sub 
stantially horizontal, bridging relation between 
spaced. Vertical supports with the member base 

uppermost and the side wall edge margins 3 
depending in a downward direction. For mount. 
ing purposes, ends of the member unit may be 
equipped with ties, eyes, clips, hooks, clamps and 
the like, as may be deemed expedient, a flexible 
line 22 of any suitable-material may be embedded 
within the crown thickness of the member base. 
at the time of unit manufacture in a length ex 
ceeding that of the unit for consequent extension 
as flexible tie fastenings beyond the unit ends, or 
the unit; may simply be engaged with, over, and 
for Support by any suitable line, wire, or equiva 
lent agency stretched in the desired location be 
tween fixed: Supports, the inner surface of the 
member base engaging with and resting upon 
Such line or wire to support the unit in the posi 
tion pertinent to its use. 
When and as mounted as above set forth, the 

improvement is employed for, the suspension of 
fabric unitS in a simple, expeditious, and obvi 
Ous manner. It being desired to suspend a fab 
ric, unit, the clip assembly is shifted to any se 
lected point along the member 10, the -webs. of 
Said. assembly, pressed together, to separate the 
member edge margins. 3, and ribs, 4 at such 
point, and a corner or edge of the fabric unit in 
Serted through the resulting member throat open 
ing and into the member interior, whereafter re 
lease of pressure-acting on the webs... results in 
rapproachment of the edge margins and ribs to 
throat-closing interrelation and positive, non 
damaging grip against.the inserted fabric, there 
by locking the latter to the member in a manner 
inhibitive of accidental release. Separation of 
the attached, fabric from the member, is accom 
plished through throat-opening. reactuation of 
the clip assembly, at the point, of attachment, in 
precisely the manner above, set forth. 

It is to be noted... that the entire length of a 
fabric unit edge or margin may be engaged with 
the member and gripped between the ribs f4 
thereof, it being. obviously... feasible to shift the 
clip assembly step-by-step for the progressive de 
Velopment, of a throat. opening through which 
Successive portions of the fabric unit edge, or 
margin may be entered; and it is further worthy 
of note: that... the Suspension of units from the 
member in no way interferes with the shiftability 
of the clip assembly to...any, selected point of the 
member length, Since, the fabric. unit attachment 
to the member occurs between and in non-ob 
Structing relation with the side-wall edge margins 
3 Wherealong the hooks. 6 travel. 
Since many changes, variations, and modifica 

tions in the specific form, construction, and ar 
rangement of the elements. shown and described 
may be had without departing from the spirit 
of my invention, I wish to be understood as be 
ing limited Solely by the scope of the appended 
claims, rather than by any details of the illus Worked on or in a side wall 2 exterior surface for 5 trative showing and foregoing description. 
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I claim as my invention: 
1. A clothes line of the character described 

comprising an elongate, channel-like member 
formed with resiliently-separable, parallel, free 
edge margins defining a variable-width throat 
longitudinally of said member, complementary 
ribs integrally extending oppositely and in Wardly 
adjacent the member free edge margins in slid 
ably overlapped, closing relation with said throat 
in minimum width condition of the latter, and 
means slidably carried by said member manually 
actuatable to separate the member free edge mar 
gins for throat-opening spacing of the associated 
rib edges at any selected point of the member 
length. 

2. A clothes line of the character described 
comprising an elongate, channel-like member 
having spacedly-opposed, resiliently-separable 
side walls, parallel, free edge margins on said 
walls defining a variable-width throat longitu 
dinally of said member, complementary ribs in 
tegral with said side walls adjacent the free edge 
margins thereof extending oppositely and in 
wardly therefrom in slidably overlapped, closing 
relation with said throat in minimum width 
condition of the latter, and means slidably car 
ried by said member manually actuatable to sep 
arate the member free edge margins for throat 
opening spacing of the associated rib edges at 
any selected point of the member length. 

3. A clothes line of the character described 
comprising an elongate, channel-like member 
formed with spacedly-opposed, resiliently-sepa 
rable side walls, parallel, free edge margins on 
said side walls defining a variable-width throat 
longitudinally of said member, complementary 
ribs integral with said side walls adjacent the 
free edge margins thereof extending oppositely 
and inwardly therefrom in slidably overlapped, 
closing relation with said throat in minimum 
width condition of the latter, a hinged clip slid 
ably embracing said member in hooked engage 
ment over said free edge margins, and di 
verging extensions of said clip elements be 
yond their hinge axis manually actuatable to in 
Crease the clip element hinged divergence and 
Consequently effect throat-opening separation of 
the member free edge margins and associated 
ribs at the member zone embraced by said clip. 

4. The organization as set forth in claim 3, 
wherein Said clip consists of complementary 
plate elements conformed to overlie opposite 
halves of the member, a hinge axle interconnect 
ing coacting adjacent ends of said elements in 
outlying Spaced parallelism with the member 
longitudinal median line, and inturned hooks on 
the element free ends engageable over the mem 
ber free edge margins, and the manually actu 
atable extensions of said clip elements are webs 
respectively integral with the plate elements on 
the opposite side of the hinge axle and radially 
of the latter in a divergence effective to increase 
the angular separation of the plate elements 
when the webs are pressed together. 

5. In a clothes line, an elongate, channel-like 
member Supportable in bridging relation between 
Spaced uprights, Spacedly-opposed, resiliently 
Separably, depending Side walls on said member 
defining a downwardly-opening, variable-width 
throat longitudinally thereof, oppositely-direct 
ed ribs projecting inwardly from and adjacent 
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6 
the free edge margins of said side walls longi 
tudinally of said member in slidably-coacting, 
throat-closing relation when said side Walls are 
in normally-spaced condition, and means slid 
ably carried by said member manually actuatable 
to separate the member free edge margins for 
throat opening spacing of the associated rib 
edges at any selected point of the member length. 

6. In a clothes line having an elongate, chan 
nel-like member supportable in bridging relation 
between spaced uprights and Spacedly-opposed, 
resiliently-separable, depending Side walls On 
said member defining a downwardly opening, 
variable-width throat longitudinally thereof, 
means for engaging fabric units in suspended re 
lation with said member, said means comprising 
oppositely-directed ribs projecting inwardly 
from and adjacent the free edge margins of said 
side walls longitudinally of said member in slid 
ably-coacting, throat-closing relation when said 
side walls are in normally-spaced condition, a 
hinged clip slidably embracing said member in 
hooked engagement over the side wall free edge 
margins, and diverging extensions of the clip ele 
ments beyond their hinge axle manually actu 
atable to increase the clip element hinged diver 
gence and consequently effect throat-opening 
separation of the free edge margins and associ 
ated ribs at the member zone embraced by said 
clip. 

7. In a clothes line having an elongate, chan 
nel-like member supportable in bridging rela 
tion between spaced uprights, spacedly-opposed, 
resiliently-separable, depending side walls on said 
member defining a downwardly-opening, Vari 
able-width throat longitudinally thereof, and 
oppositely-directed ribs projecting inwardly from 
and adjacent the free edge margins of said side 
walls longitudinally of said member in slidably 
coacting, throat-closing relation when said side 
walls are in normally-spaced condition, means 
manually actuatable to effect throat-opening 
Separation of the side wall edge margins and 
associated ribs at any selected point of the mem 
ber length, said means comprising complemen 
tary plate elements conformed to slidably overlie 
opposite halves of said member, a hinge axle in 
terconnecting coacting adjacent ends of said ele 
ments in outlying spaced parallelism with the 
member longitudinal median line, inturned hooks 
on the element free ends slidably engaged over 
the member side Wall free edge margins, and Web 
extensions respectively integral with the plate 
elements on the opposite side of the hinge axle 
in such radial divergence therefrom as serves to 
increase the angular separation of the plate ele 
ments when said webs are pressed together. 
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