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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, Ipa C. MUSTIN, of the
city and county of Philadelphia, and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented an Improve-
mentin Under-Garments for Ladies, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention has reference to under-gar-
ments for ladies; and it consists of certain
improvements, which are fully set forth in the
following specification, and shown in the ac-
companying drawings, which form a part
thereof.

The object of my invention is to produce
an improved under-garment for ladies’ use,
which shall comprise the shirt portion and
drawers in one structure, and in which the
leg portions may be short so as to envelop the
limbs only to a point immediately below the
kneesorextend lower down tothe ankles. The
garmentisadapted tobe made either with high
neck and short sleeves,or low neck with or
without sleeves. The garment is also open
down the front with provision for securing
the opening by means of buttons or equiva-
lent means, and from the abdomen dewn be-
tween the leg portions and up to the small of
the baclk or in the neighborhood of the waist
portion the garment is made open, having no
means but thenatural fitting to the wearer to
maintain the two edges of the opening in
lapped position. My invention has particu-
lar reference to the structure or formation of
this opening where it is connected to the rear
portion of the garment in the neighborhood
of the small of the back or waistportion, and
is clearly shown in the accompanying draw-
ings,in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
my improved garment applied to a wearer,
looking toward the front portion. Fig.2isa
rear elevation of same. Fig. 3 is a perspec-
tive view of the lower portion of the gar-
ment removed from the wearer, for the pur-
pose of illustrating more nearly the structural
characteristics. TFig.4 is a frontelevation of
the upper orshoulder portion of the garment.
Fig. 5 is a frontelevation of the garment laid
out flat before being fitted to the figure. Fig.
6 is a cross-section through the seamsonline
« x of [ig. 3. Fig. 7 is a perspective view of

one of the edges of the opening in the gar-

ment; and Fig. 8 is a plan view of one of the
pieces which is secured to the rear portious
of the lower part ‘of the garment to produce
the necessary shape, fullness, and material for
forming the rear covering at the seat of the
garment.

A is the body of the garment, and has its
upper portion cat out, as at I3, to form a low-
neck garment, and has also slits formed in
the edges of the tubular material of which the
body A is formed to constitute the armholes
C, leaving the wide shoulder portions D be-
tween the armholes C and the low-necked
portion B.

The garment is formed of knitted fabric ex-
cellently adapted to stretch in all directions
to fit the form snugly, as clearly illustrated
in Figs. 1 and 2. The arm-holes C, instead
of being cut by deep notches, as has been cus-
tomary, are formed by simple slots through
one vertical line of loops and then bound by
elastic stitching. The shoulder-pieces D are
united at the top, so as to fit snugly to the
shoulder. Lace or other ornamentation may
be placed about the low-necked portions and
armholes, if desired.

The front of the garment is open, as at E,
and the edges are bound, as at e, and pro-
vided with buttons, so that from the abdomen
to the throat the garment may be secured to-

gether and the juncture held close and tightly

fitting. From the abdomen down and upward
in the rear to the small of the back or waist
portion the garment is made open and de-
pends upon the fit to the form to insure the
edges 1. of this opening to remain in contact
and protect, the person of the wearer.

The leg portions I of the garment are
formed by cutting the tubular fabrie in the
shape shown in Ifig. 5 and securing the inner
edges by seams extending from the lower por-
tion part way up toward the opening L. The
leg portions may be long or short, as desired.
Pieces G of the shape shown in Fig. 8 are se-
cured to the tube so shaped by seams k-and
I, (see Fig. 3,) said pieces giving the fallness
necessary for the seat of the garment and the
proper fitting about the upper portion of the
limbs. The two pieces G,which are attached
to the respective leg portions ¥, have their
seams K united at the apex of the opening at
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I, and the free portions of said parts G; bound-
ed by the edges H, are loose and form flaps,

~which are so constituted that for all move-
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ments of the wearer these flaps will: give, and
vet at all times maintain a covering to the
body of the wearer, preventingexposureatany
time, thus produeing an exceedingly warm
and comfortable garment.. One of the essen-

‘tial parts of myinvention liesin the peculiar

shape of this junctureof the parts G with re-
spect to:each other and the body portion: of
the garment, and depends upon the fact that
the curved edges I of these portions G have
no connection: whatever with' each other or
with the body of the garment until they meet
at the extreme upper point I of the opening:
It is evident that by uniting the edges I in
a given point I either flap of the part. G may
be brought to the outside, thus: giving the
wearerthe privilege of selecting the flap which
shall come mnext to the skin, according as to
whetlier ‘the wearer is right: or left handed.
The opening Lin the frout portion below the
abdomen and the edge H of the flap portions
of ‘the parts G are forwed ‘with the:edges
folded over and bound with an elastic stiteh,
as indiecated in Fig. 7, whereby the edges of
the garwent are made 50 as to permit reason-
able movement even: after the garment is
tightly fitted to the form. = An elastic binding
of this nature is most desirable.

Any movement of the:limbs cannot: possi-
bly drag the garment out of ‘shape, since’ at
no place along the edge H of the flapsisthere
an attachment to either: the tube portion: or
the opposing flap, and eonsequently there can
be no dragging upon any portion of the gar-
ment from the greatest movement of the
limbs of the wearer. As the parts G and flap
portions at the rear are united in a single
point the leg portions of the garment at the
rear are permitted to move about this point
with utmost freedom without the least tend-
ency of rupturing the garment.

If desired, the seams K % and portions of

. the seams of the leg portions F (designated
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by the letters J) are formed as indicated in

Fig. 6, in which the two parts of the knitted
fabric are united by a line of stitching, the
free edges laid flat, and the seam covered by
a strip of silk tape orothermaterial S, stitched

down at itsfree edges, whereby great strength. |

462,013

with comfortable feeling to the wearer is the
result. :

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire ‘to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—.

55

1. A lady’s under-garment consisting of a..

body and leg portiou formed of knitted fabrie
in one integral piece without seams:downthe
back and formed with a continuous opening
from the abdomen down between theleg por-
tions-and up te thesmall of the back or waist
portion in the rear and having the edges of
the rear portions of ihe leg parts provided
with independent pieces.orloose flaps &, sub-
stantially of the shape shown, secured there-
to by seams K and %, the said parts G being
formed with curved free edges H, adapted to
lap over each other when worn, but uncon-
nected with the body portion, and in which
the said edges H nieet at the upper-endof the
opening in the back and:are united to the
bodypart at'a point whereby either edge I
may be drawn over the other.

2. An under-garment-for ladies, consisting
of body and leg portions formed of knitted
fabric in one piece with an opening from the
neck down the front and up to the small of
the back or waist in the rear, the said open-
ing being provided with means for fastening
the edges from the neck to the abdomen and
in which the edges of the opening adjacent
to the small of the back or waist: are made
full and elastic and are united to the bodyof
the fabric at a single point at the: apex of the
opening, so that: either elastic edge: may be
drawn over the other.

3. An under-garment for ladies, consisting
of a body and leg portion formed of an inte-
gral tube of knitted fabrie in which the neck
portion is cut down and a single row of loops
of the fabric on diametrically-opposite sides
are cut to form armholes, the fabric between
the armholes and neck portion being united
at the shoulder part to form wide shoulder-
straps entirely covering the shoulder portion
adjacent to the arm.

In testimony of which. invention I have
hereunto set my hand. )

. IDA C. MUSTIN.

Witnesses: =
R. M. HUNTER,

ERNEST HOWARD HUNTER.
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