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This application relates to luminaires, more 
particularly to luminaires which are attached di 
rectly to a room ceiling or which are suspended 
from the ceiling on stems. Such luminaires con 
prise a raceway, end members, electrical equip 
ment (lampholders, ballasts, etc.), opaque or 
translucent side panels which extend the length 
of the luminaire from one end member to the 
other and form both the sides of the luminaire 
and a means of light control, and a reflector and 
louver assembly below the lamps. 

After a luminaire has been installed, it is fre 
quently necessary to remove the side panels for 
cleaning and for repair or replacement of the 
electrical equipment... We have invented simple 
efficient means whereby the side panels of a 
luminaire can readily be removed solely by hand. 
This same means, however, holds the panels se 
curely when they are in place in the luminaire. 

In the accompanying drawings we have illus 
trated certain present preferred embodiments of 
our invention, in which 

Figure 1 is an isometric view of a luminaire 
constructed in accordance with our invention; 

Figure 2 is a section along the lines II-II of 
Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is an elevation view of an end member; 
Figure 4 is a side view of an end member; 
Figure 5 is a section along the lines W. W. of 

Figure 3; 
Figure 6 is an isometric view of a side panel; 
Figure 7 is a portion of Figure 2 on an enlarged 

Scale; 
Figure. 8 is a partial section on the lines VIII 

VIII of Figure 7; - 
Figure 9 is an isometric view of another form of 

the side panel which may be used with our in 
vention; and 

Figure 10 is an isometric view of a luminaire 
equipped with a side panel Such as is shown in 
Figure 9. 
Aluminaire constructed in accordance with our 

invention comprises a raceway 7 which may be 
fastened to the ceiling of a room by Screws or 
bolts which pass through its holizontal Surface. 
The luminaire also has end members , Side pan 
els 3, fluorescent tubes f4 and light diffusing 
means here shown as louvers 5. The louvers 
are connected to each other by a V-shaped sheet 
metal reflector 6 and they are held at each 
end to the end members by means not shown 
in the drawings inasmuch as this forms no part 
of the present invention. The sheet metal race 
way 7 extends the length of the luminaire from 
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houses the electrical equipment, such as ballasts, 
lampholders for the fluorescent tubes 4, etc. 
Such electrical equipment is standard and is 
therefore not shown in the drawings. 
As shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5 the end mem 

bers are bent back on themselves along each of 
their side edges. The metal is then bent at right 
angles to the plane of the end member to form 
transversely extending flanges 8 which are off 
Set inwardly from the sides but follow the con 
tour of the sides of the end members. Each 
flange 8 has a slot 9 cut in its upper edge and 
an opening 20 cut adjacent its lower edge. The 
purpose of the slots and openings will be later 
described. 

Figure 6 shows a side panel Such as may be 
used with our luminaire, the panel here shown 
being opaque. The panels 3 are sheets of metal 
curved to conform to the contour of the side men 
bers and having inturned edges 2 and 22. Re 
inforcing ribs 23 may also be formed in the panel. 
Each panel carries at each end a spring clip 24 
which is secured to the panel by any Suitable 
means, rivets being shown in the drawings. A 
hook 25 is formed at the upper end of each Spring 
clip by bending a portion of the clip back over 
itself as shown in Figure 6. The lower end of 
each Spring clip is bent approximately at right 
angles to the body of the clip to form an in 
wardly extending lug or tongue 26. As shown 
in Figure 6, the tongue extends approximately 
at right angles from the main body of the clip 
for a short distance. It next slopes upwardly 
and outwardly (as at 26a) and then approxi 
mately at right angles to the clip body (as at 
26b). The end of the tongue is curled back On 
itself into a substantially complete circle to form 
a small bead 27. 

Figures 2, 7 and 8 show how the side panels are 
fastened to the end members. The side panels 
are first held in Such position that the hooks 25 
on the springs will slide down into the slots 9. 
The lower edge of the panel is then SWung in 
wardly against the end members to press the 
tongues 26 into the openings 20 on the flanges 8 
in the end members. As the lower edges of the 
panels are pressed toward the end members, the 
portions 26b on the tongues 26 engage the upper 
edge of the openings 20 in the flanges 8 on the 
end members. Continued inward pressure of the 
side panels momentarily deflects the tongues 26 
until the upper edges of the openings 20 fit into 
the troughs formed by the portions 26d. and the 
bodies of the clips and are held there by the 

one end member to the other. This raceway 55 spring of the clips. 
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Figure 9 is an isometric view of another form 
of side panel which can be used With our inven 
tion, the panel here shown being translucent. 
This panel 28 is in the form of a rectangular 
frame which supports separate panels 29 of 
transparent or translucent materials, Such as 
glass, plastic, etc. The panel 28 has Spring clips 
30 which are the same as the Spring clips here 
tofore described and which engage tranSVerse 
flanges on the end members of a luminaire as de- i. 
scribed with reference to Figures 2,7 and 8. Fig 
ure 10 is an isometric view of aluminaire having 
side panels such as the panel 28. This luminaire 
is otherwise the same as the luminaire shown in 
Figure . - 

From the foregoing description it will be appre 
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4. 
ing in each flange and Spring clips on the side 
panels Said clips each having a tongue adapted 
to extend through one of said openings, the ton 
gues being bent first approximately at right an 
gles to and away from the body of the clip, the 
tongues then being bent upwardly and outwardly 
away from the clip to form a trough adapted to 
engage an edge of Said 'Opening when the panel 
is in position on the luminaire, the tongue then 
being bent downwardly and outwardly to form a 
Surface adapted to engage an edge of said open 
?ing. When the panel is being moved towards the 

ciated that our luminaire possesses simple Secure . . 
means for holding the Side panels of the lumi 
naire in place. At the same time the panels can 
easily be removed by hand whenever it is desired. 
The transverse flanges of the end members which 
supports the side panels are offset inwardly from 
the Sides of the end members. The outer Sur 
face of the side panels can thus be made flush 
With the edges of the end members. ihis gives 
an integral appearance to the luminaire even 
though the side panels are removable. 
While we have described certain present pre 

ferred embodiments of our invention, it is to be 
understood that it may be otherwise embodied 
Within the scope of the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A luminaire comprising end members and 

side panels, the end members having transversely 
extending flanges adjacent their side edges, each 
flange having a slot extending down Wardly from 
its top edge and an opening adjacent its lower 
edge, the side panels having spring clips which 
carry hooks which fit into the slots in the flanges 
and inwardly extending tongues which resiliently 
engage the flanges at said openings when theside 
panels are in position on the luminaire. 
2. In aluminaire having end members and side 

panels, means for removably supporting the side 
panels in position said means comprising trans 
'versely extending flanges on the end members-ad 
jacent the side edges of said members, a slot in 
the top of each flange and an opening adjacent 
the lower edge of each flange, and spring clips on 
the side panels each clip having a hook which is 
adapted to rest in one of the slots and an inwardly 
extending tongue. Which resiliently engages one 
of-the-flanges at said opening in the flange when 
the side. panels are in position on the luminaire. 

3. In a luminaire having end members and side 
panels, means for removably supporting the side 
panels in position said means comprising, trans 
Versely extending flanges on the end members 
adjacent the side edges of said members, an open 
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end members whereby to deflect the tongue so 
that it can pass through said opening during 
movement of the panels towards the end mem 
bers. 
2.4. A Support for the side panels of a luminaire 
as described in claim 3 wherein the clips are se 
cured to the panels at a position on the clip 
Spaced from the tongues of the clips. . . 

5. In aluminaire having end members and 
Side panels, means for removably suporting the 
Side panels in position said means comprising 
transversely extending flanges on the end-mem 

5 bers adjacent the Side-edges of said members, a 
slot in the top of each flange and an opening ad 
jacent the lower edge of each flange, and spring 
clips on the Side panels each clip-having a hook 
Which is adapted to rest in one of the slots, each 
clip also having a tongue adapted to extend 
through one of Said openings, the tongue being 
bent first approximately at right angles to and 
aWay from the body of the clip, the tongue-then 
being bent upwardly and outwardly away from the 
clip to form a trough adapted to engage an edge 
of Said opening when the panel is in position on 
the luminaire, the tongue then being bent down 
Wardly and outwardly to form a surface adapted 
to engage an edge of Said opening when the panel 
is being moved towards the end members where 
by to deflect the tongue. so that it can pass 
through said opening, during movement of the 
panels towards the end members. 
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