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IMPROVEMENT IN GUIDE FoR SEWING-MACH NE. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 103,159, dated May 17, 1870. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM. C. DoDGE, of Washington, in the county of Washington 

and District of Columbia, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in SeWing 
Machine Guides; and I do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description thereof, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, making part of this 
specification, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, like letters indicating like 
parts wherever they occur. 
To enable others skilled in the art to con 

struct and use my invention, I will proceed to 
describe it. 
My invention relates to guides for sewing 

machines; and the invention consists in so constructing the guide that it can be slipped 
under the foot of the cloth-presser, and thus: 
bring its edge close up to the needle for the 
purpose of stitching close to the edge of the 
fabric, as hereinafter more fully explained. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top-plan view 

of the guide as it is used. Fig. 2 is a front 
elevation, and Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken 
on the line acac of Figs. 1 and 2. 
As is well known, it is necessary, in using 

sewing-machines, to have a guide to gage the 
distance of the stitching from the edge of the 
fabric, and also to guide the cloth in its move 
ment, so as to produce a regular and even row. 
of stitches, and this is especially necessary 
where the stitching is for ornamental pur 
poses, as is usual on cuffs, collars, and similar 
articles. 
In that class of machines which use a wide 

foot for pressing or holding down the cloth, 
and especially in those using a glass foot for 
that purpose, it is impossible to get the ordi 
nary guide any nearer to the needle than the 
outer edge of the foot or of the frame that 
holds the foot if a glass one be used. 
To remedy this difficulty guides have been 

made so as to be set in front of the foot; but 
such guides do not fully answer the purpose, 
for the reasons, first, that the cloth can only 
bear against it at some distance from the 
needle in front, and hence the cloth is liable 
to work in or out, and thus render the stitch 
ing irregular or crooked; and, secondly, be 
cause, when a corner has to be turned on the 
fabric, the latter has no bearing at all against 
the guide just at the time when it is most 
needed, 
To remedy these difficulties and provide, a 

guide that can be set close to the needle and 

always furnish a bearing or guiding edge for 
the cloth at a point directly opposite the nee 
dle is the object of my invention; and to ac 
complish this I construct my guide in any of 
the usual forms, as represented by A of the 
drawings. I then cut away the lip a, against 
which the cloth bears at the point where it 
comes opposite the foot C, so that it can be 
shoved under the latter, as shown more clearly 
in Fig. 2. I also cut away the upper surface 
of the guide where it comes under the foot, 
so as to conform to the under surface of the 
foot or presser e, as shown at c, Figs. 1, 2, 
and 3. In cutting it away at this point I 
leave the front edge as thick as possible, while 
not raising the foot so high as to prevent it 
from pressing on the cloth, the front edge, 
even at the point where thus hollowed out on 
top, still presenting a surface or edge for the 
cloth to bear against, the front edge of the 
guide A thus forming an unbroken straight 
line its entire length. 
When thus constructed the guide A can be 

shoved under the glass foote as close to the 
needle as desired, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, 
the foot e and its frame C being shown in 
position in red in Fig. 1. 
By this means not only can the stitching be 

done close to the edge of the fabric B, but the guide always presents a bearing-edge directly 
opposite the needle, and thus serves as a 
guide for the fabric when stitching around 
corners, as represented in Fig. 1. 
This guide answers fully all the purposes of 

an ordinary guide for sewing the seams of gar 
ments, &c., thus dispensing with the neces 
sity of providing separate guides for these 
different uses. 
The lips a are not indispensable, but it is 

better to make the guide with them, as they 
serve to prevent the possibility of the cloth 
working or slipping up onto the guide where 
it is cut a Way at 0. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is- - 
A guide for sewing-machines having its up 

per surface so formed as to fit the under sur 
face of the foot or cloth-presser and permit 
the guide to be inserted under the foot with 
out raising the latter from the cloth, and at 
the same time form a bearing for the edge of 
the fabric at a point directly opposite the 
needle, substantially as described. 
Witnesses: WILLIAM C, DODGE, 

H, B, MUNN, 
P. T. DODGE, 

  

  

  


