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5 Claims. (C. 128-131) 
This invention relates to an intracervical 

pessary for use in the treatment of pathological 
conditions of the uterus, cervix and vaginal canal. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

vide an improved device of this character: which 
will firmly and resiliently retain itself in the 
proper position; which will confirm to the con 
tour and shape of the surrounding tissues; which 
will not interfere with normal drainage; which 
can be quickly and easily inserted without injury 
to the surrounding tissues; which will adapt 
itself to a simple applicator device; and which 
can be easily and accurately shaped and pre 
formed by the attending physician to accommo 
date various pathological conditions as encoun- ; 
tered, 
Other objects and advantages reside in the 

detail construction of the invention, which is des. 
signed for simplicity, economy, and efficiency. 
These will become more apparent from the fols. lowing description. 
In the following detailed description of the in 

vention, reference is had to the accompanying 
drawing which forms a part hereof. Like nu 
merals refer to like parts, in all views of the draw 
ing and throughout the description. 

in the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a side view of the improved intracervi 

Cal peSSary, 
Fig. 2 is an edge view thereof; 
Figs. 3 and 4 illustrate forms to which the ims. 

proved pessary may be altered to suit conditions 
as encountered; 

Fig. 5 is a bottom view of the pessary; 
Fig. 6 illustrates an applicator which may be 2. 

used for the insertion of the improved pessary; 
Fig. 7 is a detail view of a flexible disc which 

may be applied to the pessary; 
Fig. 8 illustrates the appearance of the pessary 

with discs of the type of Fig. 7 applied thereto; 
and 

Fig. 9 is a Side view of an alternate form of 
the invention. 
The improved pessary is molded from poly 

ethylene plastic in a suitable steel die So that it 
will be a single, unitary plastic structure through 
out without metallic reinforcement of any kind. 
The basic form of the improved intracervical 

peSSary, shown in FigS. 1 to 5, inclusive, come 
prises a stem molded with three bulbous en 
largements 2 spaced-apart along its length. 
The enlargements are somewhat wedge-shaped 
in that their Surfaces incline relatively gradually 
toward the stem as they approach the inner 
extremity of the latter, as shown at 3, and in 
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2 
cline rather abruptly toward the stem if as the 
outer extremity is approached, as indicated at 4. 
An annular groove 2; Surrounds the stem if at 
the base of the abrupt side 4 of each enlarge 
nent 2. 
The outer extremity of the stem is slightly en 

larged, as shown at 5, and this enlarged ex 
trenity terminates in a flexible dished disc 46. 
having its convex surface directed outwardly. 
A. tubular socket extends into the enlargement. 
f5 of the stem from the axis of the outer. 
face of the disc. 6. 
The inner extremity of the stem i? terminates. 

in two outwardly flaring flexible prongs 8 form 
ing a substantially V-shape. The two prongs 8. 
are braced by two inclined flexible brace mem 
bers i9 which join each other at an apex 2. 
and form with the prongs 8 a W shape. 
The above described structure of the inner ex 

tremity readily adapts it for trimming by the 
physician to suit conditions encountered. For 
instance, the two brace members 9 may be sev 
ered from the prongs 8 to produce a flexible V 
shaped inner extremity, as shown in Fig. 3. 
These flaring prongs inay be readily inserted by 
3ending thean inwardly into parallel relation and 
plaging them in One-half of a gelatin capsule, as 
is usually done with this type of pessary. The 
expanding action of the prongs: 8 serves to draw 
the disc 6 against the mouth of the cervix and 

retain the latter Snugly in plage; The 
ual Wedge shape of the enlargements 2 also: 

faeilitates: the insertion and tends to resist withs. 
drawal of the stem. 

In some cases the relatively long flexible prongs: 
8 might not be necessary or desirable. In such 

cases, the prongs may be cut a Way at their points. 
of intersection with the meinber 9 to form an 
open-pointed "Spearhead' extremity. On the sten, 
as shown in Fig. 4. It will be noted that this. 
So called "spearhead' is more tapered along the: 
members 9 than along the remaining portions 
of the prongs f8. This tapering angle facilitates 
insertion and the more abrupt angle tends to re 
sist withdrawal. 
The tubular socket is for the purpose of re 

ceiving the extremity of an insertion rod 22 (see 
Fig. 6) which is slidably mounted in a tubular 
applicator 23 and terminates in a finger grip 24. 
It can be readily seen that the pessary will be 
firmly supported on the rod 22 so that it may be 
readily inserted in the cervical canal. After in 
Sertion, the pessary is held in place by the tubul 
lar applicator while the rod 22 is withdrawn so 
as to avoid displacement of the pessary. 
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If desired, flexible rubber discs, Such as illus 
trated at 25 in Fig. 7, may be placed along the 
stem . The discs 25 are provided with Small 
central openings 26 which can be stretched and 
distorted sufficiently to allow the discs to paSS 
over the prongs 18, when the latter are pressed 
together, and Snapped into the grooves 2 below 
each of the enlargements 2 where they will re 
tain themselves in place due to their inherent 
elasticity. When the pessary is inserted, the 
discs fold outwardly into radial folds to act to 
retain the pessary in place without interference 
with normal discharges. 
An alternate form of the pessary stem is illus 

trated at 27 in Fig. 9, having the same extremi 
ties, that is the disc 6 and the prongs 8, as 
the previous form. The alternate stem - 27 is 
formed with one or more longitudinally extend 
ing slits or splits 28. The sides of the stem op 
posite the slits 28 are bowed outwardly as indi 
cated at 29. The outwardly extending bowed 
sides 29 serve to retain the pessary in place and 
also act to accommodate uterine contraction. 

It is desired to call attention to the fact that 
since the improved intracervical pessary has no 
metal reinforcements of any kind, the corrosion 
usually encountered with metal reinforced pes 
saries is eliminated and the possibility of infec 
tion is reduced. The polyethylene plastic from 
which the pessary is made is not effected by acids, 
alkalies or alcohols or by the natural body fluids, 
so that possible contamination is greatly reduced. 
While a specific form of the improvement has 

been described and illustrated herein, it is to be 
understood that the same may be Varied, Within 
the scope of the appended claims, without depart 
ing from the Spirit of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, What is 
claimed and desired secured by Letters Patent is: 

1. A pessary comprising: a unitary molded arti 
cle formed from flexible plastic and having an 
elongated stem; a dished disc concentrically noid 
ed on one extremity of said stem; fairing prongS 
on the other extremity of said stem; and an 
inverted V-shaped brace member joining Said 
prongs at its extremities to form a Spearhead 
shaped opening opposite the junction of Said 
prongS. 

2. A pessary comprising: a unitary molded 
article formed from flexible plastic and having an 
elongated stem; a dished disc concentrically 
molded on one extremity of Said stem; flaring 
prongs on the other extremity of Said Stem; 
spaced-apart bulbous members formed along Said 
Sten, Said bulbous members being Substantially 
Wedge shaped and having a more gradual incline 
as they approach the pronged extremity than at 
their other extremity; and an inverted V-shaped 
brace member joining Said prongs at its extremi 
ties to form a Spearhead shaped opening opposite 
the junction of Said prongS. 
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4. 
3. A pessary formed from a poly-ethylene plas 

tic throughout its entire body and having an 
elongated stem, flaring prongs at one extremity 
of Said stem, a dished disc at the other extrem 
ity thereof, the conveX face of said disc facing 
OutWardly, there being annular grooves formed 
about Said Sten at Spaced-apart intervals and 
resilient flat, circular discs having an axial open 
ing Surrounding said stem, each disc engaged in 
one of said notches due to the elasticity of said 
disc. 

4. A pessary having an elongated stem; a dished 
disc formed on one extremity of said stem; a 
plurality of Spaced-apart, wedge-shaped enlarge 
ments formed along Said stem, there being a cir 
cumferentially extending groove formed in said 
stem at the larger extremity of each of said en 
largements; two flexible, outwardly flaring prongs 
formed on the other extremity of said stem in a 
Substantial V-shape; two inclined flexible brace 
members extending from said prongs and join 
ing each other to form an apex between said 
prongS SO as to form. With the prongs a W-shape. 

5. A pessary having an elongated stem; a 
dished disc formed on one extremity of said stem; 
a plurality of Spaced-apart, wedge-shaped en 
largements formed along said stem, there being 
a circumferentially extending groove formed in 
Said Sten at the larger extremity of each of said 
enlargements; two flexible, outwardly flaring 
prongs formed on the other extremity of said 
Stem in a Substantial V-shape; two inclined flex 
ible brace members extending from said prongs 
and joining each other to form an apex between 
Said prongs So as to form with the prongs a 
W-shape; and a relatively thin, flat, flexible disc 
positioned at the larger extremity of each of said 
enlargements, each of said discs having a cen 
tral Opening, the edge of which is engaged in one 
of Said grooves so that the disc is maintained in 
place by contraction into said groove. 
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