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This invention relates to devices for Sup 
porting sheet materials and more particu 
larly is directed to a stand or holder for re. 
taining in upright position, display cards iri 

5 show windows, cardboard figures of games or 
toys, and for other like purposes. 
Among the objects of the invention is the 

provision of supporting devices of the char 
acter described comprising few and simple 

9 integral parts preferably made of a single 
stamping of sheet material forming a com 
pact neat appearing structure, which shall be 
very cheap to manufacture, and practical and 
efficient to a high degree in use. 
Other objects of this invention will in part 

be obvious and in part hereinafter pointed 
out. 
The invention accordingly consists in the 

features of construction, combinations of ele. : ) ments and arrangement of parts which will 
be exemplified in the constructions herein 
after described and of which the scope of ap 
plication will be indicated in the following 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, in which 
is shown various possible illustrative embodi 
ments of this invention. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a supporting 
device in the form of a stand or holder for a 
display card or cardboard figure of a game, 
constructed to embody the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on 
lines 2–2 in Fig. 1. 

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 are top plan views of modi 
fied constructions of the improved support 
ing device embodying the invention. 

Figs. 6 and are cross-sectional views taken 
on lines 6-6 and 7-7 in Fig. 5, and 

Figs. 8 and 9 are cross-sectional views 
showing modified forms of novel clip con 
structions adapted to be incorporated in the 
improved supporting devices shown in Figs, 
1, 3, 4 and 5. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, 10 

denotes a sheet supporting device in the form 
of a stand or holder for retaining in upright 
position a display card or cardboard figure 
S (shown in dot and dash lines) constructed 
t?) enboily the invention. 
Said stand or holder 10 is preferably con 

structed of a single stamping of thin sheet 
material and is seen to comprise a base 11 of 
any suitable shape such as rectangular, round 
or as here shown, oval. Said base 11 may be 
dished to stiffen the base structure and has 
cut in the mid-portion thereof wholly within 
said base 11 pairs of oppositely disposed 
slits 11a, which provide integral struck-out 
clips or tongues 12. Each pair of said clips 
or tongues 12 is bent to upstand from the con 
vexed side 11t of the base 11 so that said clips 
or tongues of each pair are spaced apart a 
distance sufficient to accommodate the thick 
ness of a display card or cardboard figure S. 
One or more pairs of clips or tongues 12 

may be provided on the base 11, and where 
the sheet material from which the holder 10 
is stamped has practically no resiliency, as for 
example, when using commercial grades of 
sheet iron, at least two pairs of clips 12 are 
preferably in the construction of said holder 
10 as shown in Fig. 1. 
The stand or holder 10 is thus seen to com 

prise few and simple integral parts which can 
be very cheaply manufactured and provides 
a practical, neat appearing and efficient de 
vice for supporting a card or cardboard S in an upright position. 
Where it is desired to provide a positive 

clamping engagement of the card or card 
board figure S by the pairs of clips or tongues 
12 of the holder 10, when the latter is made 
of the commercial grades of sheet iron or 
other material having little or slight resil 
iency, the form of stand or holder 110 shown 
in Fig. 3 may be used. The latter may be 
constructed like stand 10, described above 
and shown in Figs. 1 and 2 with the exception 
that the two pairs of clips or tongues 112 are 
positioned in non-aligned relation as for ex 
ample, by positioning the slits 111a in the 
base 111c so that the unbent portions 111e 
of the base between the pairs of clips 112 ex 
tend in angular relation. Thus when a flat 
card or pasteboard figure S, which possesses 
considerable resiliency effective to retain the 
latter flat against distortio}}, is fitted into 
the non-aligning pairs of clips 12, there is a 
tendency of the card S to resume its normal 
flat position. This tendency provides a fric 
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be readily inserted between the pair of clips. 

tional engagement of the card S in the pairs 
of spaced clips 112 of the holder 110 (see 
A similar frictional 

flat card S and the pairs of curved clips 212 
of the stand or holder 210 may be provided as 
shown in Fig. 4. Here one or more pairs of 
clips 212 which have a slight curvature will 
flex or distort the card or cardboard figure S 
and provide a frictional engagement due to 
the tendency of the card S to assume its nor 
mal flat condition. 

It is often desirable to use a stand or holder 
for relatively thin sheet material S1 in which - - - that all matter herein set forth or shown in case the pairs of clips must be spaced very 
close together and thereby weakening the 
structure because the unbent portions of the 
base between the clips are very narrow...It 
is therefore desirable that such weakened 
portions be made stronger. To this end, the 
construction shown in Figs. 5, 6 and 7 may. 
be used. Here the stand 310 comprises a 
base 311 and has slits 311a and tongues. 312 
made in the same manner as described above 
for stand 10.1: The base space of stand 310 
which corresponds to the unbent portion 11a 
between the pair of tongues 12 of the stand 
10 (see Fig. 2), 
base 311, therefore, may be provided with a 
depressed portion 3110 which materially in 
creases the amount of metal between the clips 312 and thereby strengthens this portion 311a 
of the base structure. . . . . . . . 
i. It should be noted that the depressed por 
tions 311d may be extended to the entirelength 
of the base to serve as a reinforcement to the 
stand 310 and also to provide a recess for 
holding the lower part of the card or card 
board figure. When said stand 310 is so 
constructed, it may be made of a lighter gage 
of sheet material than otherwise. 
Where it is desired to provide stands or 

holders with spring engagement clips such 
may be constructed as shown in Figs. 8 and 9. 

5 The holder 410, shown in Fig. 8, has clips 
412 formed with upper ends 41.2a outwardly 
flared so that a card or cardboard figure may 
The mid-portions 412b of the clips may be 
curved in order to increase the resiliency of 
the structure. The unbent portion 411a of 
the base 411 between the clips 412 also can be 
made wide and strong. 

co-action between a 

is relatively narrow. The 

1,829,360 
various thicknesses since they possess a fair 
degree of resiliency, or spring for accommo 
dating such variations although said holders 
be made of commercial grades of sheet metal 
having low degrees of resiliency. 

It will thus be seen that there are provided 
devices whereby the several objects of this 
invention are achieved and which are well 
adapted to meet the conditions of practical 
lSe. - 

As various possible embodiments might 
be made of the above invention, and asva 
rious changes might be made in the embodi 
ments above set forth, it is to be understood 
the accompanying drawing is to be inter 
preted as illustrative and not in a limiting 
SES. - . . . . . . . . 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent: . . . . . . . . . . 
1. A one-piece stamping of sheet material 

comprising a base having clip portions 
struck-out from said base, said portions being 
bent in spaced pairs to upstand from said 
base forming retaining means for a card, said 
pairs being positioned in non-aligned rela 
tion. . . . . . . 2. A one-piece stamping of sheet material 
comprising a base having tongues struck-out 
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therefrom, a pair of said tongues being bent 
to upstand in close spaced relation from said base forming retaining means for a card, the 
portion of the base extending between the 
tongues being depressed as and for 
pose described and specified. 

3. A one-piece stamping of sheet material 
comprising a dished base having tongues 
struck-out therefrom, a pair of said tongues 
being bent to upstand in close spaced rela 
tion from the convexed side of said base form 
ing retaining means for a card, the portion 
of the base extending between the said 
tongues being depressed to extend the length 
of said base as and for the purpose described 
and specified. . . . . . 

In testimony whereof...I affix my signature. 
JOSEPH E. LAMBERT. 
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In the holder 510 shown in Fig. 9, the up 
per ends 512a of the clips 512 are bent to ex 
tend inwardly so that a card or cardboard - 
figure inserted between the clips 512 will be 
gripped by the latter. In this construction 
the unbent portion 511a of the base 511 be 

60 tween the clips 512 is relatively wide which 
strengthens weakest portion of the base 
structure. . . - . . . . . -- 

Both forms of holders 410 and 510 shown 
in Figs. 8 and 9, are adapted for inserting 
therebetween cards or cardboard figures of 65 
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