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To ?t/0, 7th. On, it inctly conce77: 
Beit known that I, LEWIS EDWIN PYLE, of 

Elam, in the county of Delaware and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and Im 
proved Musical instrument, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The invention relates to mandolins, gui 

tars, and similar instruments; and its object 
is to provide a new and improved stringed 
musical instrument which is simple and dura 
ble in construction, rich in melodious tones, 
arranged to prevent bending of the neck, and 
formed to fit properly on the performer's 
body to permit of executing the music with 
great ease. 
The invention consists of certain parts and 

details and combinations of the Salne, as Will 
be fully described hereinafter, and then 
pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improvement. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same with 
part in section. Fig. 3 is a sectional end ele 
vation of the same On the line 33 of Fig. 1, 
and Fig. 4 is a sectional plan view of the 
joint between the neck and the body. 
The improved musical instrument is pro 

vided with a body A, made approximately 
heart-shaped, as is plainly shown in Fig. 1, and 
formed of the side A", the Sounding-board A, 
and the bottom A', between which and the 
sounding-board are secured the bottom and 
top edge of the side A'. 
The neck B of the instrument is fitted into 

the apex of the body A by having the ends of 
the side A rest on the sides of the Wedge 
shaped end B of the neck B, as is plainly in 
dicated in Fig. 4. The bottom of the wedge 
shaped end B is covered by the back A, and 
the sounding-board A' extends into a notch 
or cut-out portion of the end B at the top 
thereof, as plainly indicated in Fig. 2. The A s 

several parts are Securely glued together, SO 
that the neck is very firmly attached to the 
body and is not liable to bend or spring when 
tuning the instrument Or when playing the 
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A head C is secured to the neck B by a dia 
mond-shaped piece D, inserted in correspond 
ing W-shaped recesses formed in the adjacent 
ends of the neck B and head C. The strings 
are secured at their upper ends on keys Or 
pegs held in the head C, to then extend down 
over the neck B and body A over a projec 
tion E, to be fastened at their lower ends on 
a tailpiece F, held at the bout of the body A, 
as is plainly shown in the drawings. A 
strengthening-rib G is secured to the under 
side of the sounding-board A* at the sound 
ing-hole Athereof, as is plainly shown in the 
drawings. 

It will be seen that by the arrangement 
described the several parts are very firmly 
united with each other, SO as to produce an 
instrument having great strength, and at the 
same time One which will emit rich and me 
Iodious tones when the strings are played. 
It will also be seen that the tailpiece, being 
located in the recess at the base of the instru 
ment between the projections, is protected 
from contact with any surface on which the 
instrument may be placed, and interference 
with the proper vibration of the strings is 
prevented. It will further be seen that by 
the peculiar shape given to the body A the 
latter may be conveniently seated or rested 
On the player's body to permit the latter to 
execute the music. With great comfort and 
ease. The projecting portions at the base of 
the instrument will rest upon the body of 
the player, and the instrument will conse 
quently be held firmly in position and will 
not turn while in use. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. In a musical instrument the combination 
with a body having two projecting politions 
at its base end and a recess between the pro 
jecting portions, of a tailpiece secured Within 
the said recess, Substantially as shown and 
described. 

2. A musical instrument comprising a body 
having two projecting portions at its base and 
a recess between the projecting portions, the 
said body being approximately heart shaped, 
a neck secured in the apex of the body be 

55 

7 O 

75 

So 

95 

90 

OO 

  



550,529 

tween the sounding board and back and with strings are fastened, substantially as shown 
the ends of the sides resting on the sides of and described. 
the neck, a head secured to the neck and pro- AI vided with keys or pegs to which the strings LEWIS EDWIN PYLE. 

5 are secured at their upper ends and a tail Witnesses: 
piece Secured in the recess at the base of the FRANK B. STANDBRIDGE, 
body and to which the lower ends of the JOHN H. JOURNEY. 

  


