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6 all whom it may concern -

Be it known that I, CHARLES T. SHEPARD,
a-citizen of the United States, residing at AL
bany, in the county of Albany and State of
5 New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Impr ovements in Folding Bedsteads and
Cribs, of which thefollowing is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of folding
bedsteads and cribs in which the.supporting-

10 legs are folded up against the sides ot the bed-
frame and the end boards are folded down
over the same when it is to be placed out of the
way beneath a standing bedstead, or is to be
stowed away, and when used the legs and end

15, boards will be made to stand vertical.

My invention ¢onsists of the combination
of parts and devices hereinafter described and
set forth; and the objects of my invention are
to pr oduce a neat, strong, and handsome bed-

20 stead or crib ab small expense, which will be

adapted tohave its end boards and legs folded:

to the bed-frame, 8o as to reduce 1ts vertical
height, that it may be readily run beneath a
standlng bedstead when not used; and also to

25 provide means by which an operator will, by

simply turning down the end boards, fold the
legs up at the Ssides of the bed:frame, and by
reverse movement of the end boards turn the
legs from a folded toa vertical position. I at-
30 tam these objects by means of the mechanism
illustrated in the drawings, in which— _
Figurelis a perspectlve view of a bedstead
or cnb embodying my improvement when in
position for use, with- parts broken away to
35 show the interior mechanism. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the same when the parts are
folded together. Fig. 3 isa sectional elevation
of a portion of the side of the bedstead or crib,
with the shield-bracket broken and exposmg
4o.the operative mechanism. Tig. 4 is a verti-
cal sectional view taken at line No. 1 in Fig.
3. Fig. b is a view taken on horizontal line
No. 2 in Fig. 3. Fig. 6 is ‘a cross-sectional
view taken at line No. 3 in Fig. 5. Fig. 7is
45 a view of the wear-plate of the legs. - Fig. 8
is a view of the gear-plate of the folding end
boards.
wear-plate of the folding legs, and Fig. 10 isa
perspective view of the shield-bra,cket.
The same letters of reference indicate like
parts throughout the several views.

50

' gear OT gear- -section ¢, connected or made with

Fig. 9 is a view of the gear- plabe and.

|4 and 9, and said wear-plate coacts with the

In the drawings, A representsthe bed-frame,
which frame is composed of end rails, ¢ «, and.
side rails, o' ¢/, secured firmly together, so as
make their joints at the corners of the frame
firm andrigid. Theendboards, BB, compose
the head-board and end board, and are so piv-
oted to the bed-frame at: the corners thereof
and from the sides of the same asto be read-
ily folded down. from vertical positions shown
in Fig.1 to horizontal positionsin Fig. 2. The
end boards, BB, have securely connected with
them brackets d b, which are set apart to a dis-
tance equal to the width of the bed-frame, out-
side measure, and they are pivoted to: the
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frame, as. at ¢, while the legs are pivoted to

the same from independent pivots, as at €.
Thelower ends of brackets b of theend boards;
BB, are made with a curvature from a radius .
equal to that required to be given to the up- 7o
per ends of the legs to. make the ends of both
the legs and brackets correspond for turning
on thelr respective pivots.

Secured to the lower end of each bracket b
is a gear or gear-section, ¢, which is attached
thereto in any proper manner. If selected,
these brackets b may be made of cast-iron and

75

"have the gears cast solid with them. Each of

the legs C has secur ed to its uppér end a gear
or gear-section, ¢, of the same radius as " the 8o
the brackets of the end boards. When these
legs are made of cast metal, gears ¢’ may be
cast solid with them. The,se legs with their
gear are pivoted to the bed-frame at points
relatively below the pivots of the respective
brackets of the end boards, and relatively on
the same vertical lines, so that when each end
board is moved the gear on their respective
brackets will actuate the gear on the respect-
ive legs and effect a corresponding movement
of the latter in direction opposite tothe move-
ment of the end boards, and when the end
boards are secured in an upllght ‘position, the
gears will coact together to lock the legs in
an upright position..

Made with the leg gear-plate ¢ is a wear-
plate, f, made, preferably, with an apnular
grooved or recessed form, as shown in Figs.
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I00
wear- plateI‘ which wear-plate (shown in Fig.

7) is seeured in a circular recess, 7, made in
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the side of | the side rail of the bed-frame, as | posed of slats and having springs iconnecting

shown in Fig. 4.1 This wear-plate T is made

with a circular or annular projeetion corre- |

sponding in diameter and form with:the re-

5 cessed groove made in wear-plate 7 of gear-
plate.¢.

Secured to thieicorners of the bedframe and

over the pivoted ends of brackets b and legs

Cearc shield-brackets G, which: shield-brack-

1o’ ets ave made, preferably, of metal and with the

form substantially of an angle-plate, as shiown
in Figs. 1, 2,and 10.; 'When in position; over
the joints of the legs and end-board brackets,
the:said shield-bracket: is secured: by serews

15 passing through holes A Iy, madeiin portion g,

20

.to theend rails of ithe bedfrdanie; and: to the
side rails of the frame, by bolt passing thirough
portion ¢, and aistnd,; ¢, east with on laid te
the metal of said portion of the shield-bracket.

Cast solid with each shield-bracket G are
the eylindrieal projections e ¢, which jare the
pivots on whieh the end-board: brackets hand
legs | C respectively: turn. : The said projec-
tiong or pivots are made to projeet from: the

25 inner side surface of this shield-bracket; as

shown in: ig. 10, and arve preferably made
with i large; diameter—say about one: inch,
more: or less, as :may be  preferred. When
these shield-brackets ave i place at theicor-

30, ners of the bed-frame and: over the joints of

the legsand end-board braclkets; as illustrated
in Iigs, Liand 2; the projections or pivots e,
cast withsaid shield-braeket, will pass through
each bracket 6 and its attached gear-plate e

35 and cachleg C and its attached gear:plated,

having wear-plate £, and thewear-plate I, and
will enter into.a recess made in the side of the
side railof the frame, as shownin Fig. 45 and
when said shield-bracket is firmly secured in

40 place by bolt ¢ and screws 4’ ¢, the bracket of

the end boards and leg at each corner of the

bed-frame will be securely geared together,and

their joints will be covered from view.
Pivoted to the end rails of the bed-frame,

45 at about their middle of length, is latch-but-

_ton H, as shown in Fig. 1, and secured to
the end boards, directly over the pivot of the
said’ latch-button, is a wear-plate or keeper,
H, having its face preferably made with a

50 slight incline, thouglh it may be made plane.

A slot is made in each end rail of the bed-
frame, forming hand-handles m, by which the
ends of the bedstead or crib may be lifted.
If preferred, projecting handles secured to

55 these end rails may be substituted for the

slots.. Caster-wheels # are provided on the
ends of the legs, for facilitating” the move-
ment of the crib or bedstead from place to
place when standing erect for use. ~ Caster-

5o wheels #" are also provided on the rear side

6

of the legs at a point between their ends, for
convenience of trundling the crib or Dled-
stead from place to place when its parts are
folded together.

5  Suspended within the bed-frame from bars

J, one at each end, is a bed-bottom, K, com-

said slats to the end supporting-bars.

When' the' bedstead o1 erib is to he folded
for: placement beneath o bedstead, the oper-
ator will 1ift, suecessively, each end of the crib
or bedstead by handle m, and turn' the end
boards down oveér the bed-frame, as shown in
Fig. 2, and while tliesaid end boards are be-
ing turned on their ‘pivots e, the gear-plates
¢ willirevolve on! their ivespeetive pivotsland
actuate gear-plates ¢ on the légs C, and eause
them ' to! be’ folded inward: and apward
against the sides of the side rails of the bed:-
frame; when the eud boards and /légs will be
compactly folded with the same, ds shown in
Fig. 2, and ' mayi be! readily ‘trandled {o' be!
neath! a'standing ' bedstead on' caster-wheels
1. When this bedstead or crib isté be opened
out and made o stand erect, the operator
will 1ift: with: one hand, by handle ), each end
of ithe cribisuceessively, and, when' lifted, e
will, awith the other hand; turn the end boards
up to vertical ‘position, as shown' in Fig. 1,
and while said end boards ave being turned
up their: attached: gear will actudte! those on
theilegs and cause the saidilegs to turn back
and outward to vertical position, as shiown in
Fig. 2. The loperator willl then turn ' lateh-
buttons Hito over and against'the keeper H,
and  thereby loclk: the  said end boards jin @
vertical position and hold them from! being
aceidentally turned down. When the end
boards are in vertical position, the réar sides
of itheir brackets will be lsupported by the
portion g of the shield-bracket G, and the
vearisidesof thelegs will be supported against
the: same portion of said: shield-bracket, and
will be hield from being turned outward past
a perpendicular, while the lateh-buttons will
hold the end boards, and, through the gears,
also hold the legs vertical. The wear-plates
It, secured in the recesses made in the side
rails of the frame, co-operate with the wear-
plates made in the gear-plates ¢ to relieve
the pivots ¢/, on which the legs turn, from ex-
cessive strain, which these pivots would oth-
erwise sustain. If preferred, the bracket-
shield may be omitted in some cases, and the
legs and brackets of the end boards may be
pivoted direet to the side rails by simple pins
secured to said side rails.

The gear-plates may be modified in form

from that shown, and the gear-cogs may be.

secured to the end edges of legs C and brack-
ets.d, if preferred. ‘

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— ,

1. In a folding bedstead or crib, plate G,
provided with pivot ¢, and wear-plates F and
Jy in combination with bed-frame A and leg
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C, substantially as and for. the purpose set

forth.

2. In a folding bedstead or crib, plates G,
provided each with pivots ¢ and ¢/, set rela-
tively on-the same vertical line, and having

130
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perforated stud ¢, in' combination with bed-

frame A, an end board having end brackets
provided with gear, and leg C, provided with

gear, as deseribed, substantially as and for the-

5 purpose set forth. ,
3. In a folding bedstead or erib, the com-
- bination, with a bed-frame, of plate G, pro-
vided with a perforated right-angular flange,
g, and with pivots e ¢ and perforated stud ¢,

.

an end board having brackets, and folding 10
legs, both provided with gears, as seb forth,
and pivoted upon pivots ¢ ¢, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

CHAS. T. SHEPARD.

Witnesses:
ALEX. SELKIRK,
CHARLES SELKIRK.




