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The .claimed and disclosed subject-matter provides no contribution in a
techn;cal field for which the office would be required to perform a
search.

Technically the application is limited to the reference to two computers
interconnected via a telecommunications network which exchange messages
thereover. The search for these technjcal means is neither purposeful nor
possible. It is not purposeful because such systems were known not only
to the person skilled in the art but to the public at large at the
priority date of the application. Indeed the original documents in toto
do not technically specify the distributed computer system in an enabling
manner but on the contrary rely on the reader's assumed knowledge
thereof. Moreover, such a search is not possible for the virtually .
unlimited number of documents making reference to such systems.

The cognitive commercial and/or administrative nature of the data
exchanged is not considered in the assessment of novelty and/or inventive
step by this office. The office is not obliged to perfom a search in .

* respect of subject matter being exclusively limited to non-technical
subject-matter relating to methods of doing business and/or programming
computers. ‘ :

In particular the notion of security as defined in the present |
application is not a technical one in the sense of directly and wilfully
-controlling the forces-of nature but the implémentation of commercial, .
administrative and possibly legal rules which does not enter a field for
which a search has to be performed merely because it is implemented by a
program for computers in the same manner as an order or command or denial
of permission does not gain a character which in its substanece is to be
considered technical merely because it is uttered on a telephone.

As above statement .concerns the original disclosure in toto and not just
the claims on file, contrary to what might be inferred from the general
Tegal advice in the following automatically generated paragraph, it is
‘not to be anticipated that the circumstances giving rise to a search at a
later stage in the procedure before this office will arise in the present
case. Both in the international phase and a possible regional European .
phase, amendments of the application are limited to the basis of the
origina1 disclosure which in toto presents no subject-matter justifying a
search. : .

" The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Articie 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome. ( .
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