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To all whom it may concern.: .

Be it known that I, CHARLES BAUMANN, &
citizen of the United States of Amerieca, resid-
ing at Oakland, in the county of Alameda and
State of California, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Thresholds, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in rubber thresholds, the object of
which.is to produce a neat and attractive
threshold which shall have a continuous up-
per surface of some considerable width adapt-
ed to bear against the bottom of the door and
preservea close contact therewith throughout
its length and at the sametime be sufficiently
yielding in its nature and form of construec-
tion as to readily conform to any irregulari-

ties in the lower edge of the door which may.

be present in the first instance or which may
be produced thereafter by wear or shrinking
of the door. :

To such end the invention consists in the
making of a threshold of rubber or other pli-
able or yielding material with a practically
continuous upper surface extending down
upon both sides of the floor and an under sur-
face containing a series of depressions where-
by the threshold is made much more yielding
than if it were solid and is pressed down much
more easily by the door to conform to the ir-

- regularities thereof.
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The drawings illustrate the invention by
means of three figures, of which—

Figure 11is a perspective of the improved
threshold in its preferred form, shown in ver-
tical transverse section. Fig. 2 is a bottom
plan of a portion of the threshold, illustrating
the preferred formation of the under side
thereof; and Fig. 3 is an edge elevation of a
door, showing the threshold in vertical trans-
verse section thereunderand in contact there-
with. S

Referring to the drawings, it will be seen
that in the preferred form the threshold has
a middle upwardly-convex portion A, upon
the opposite sides of which are two ledges B
C, beyond which are two rounded flanges D
E, extending down to the plane of the floor.
Between these two flanges, upon the, under
side, are a series of depressions F, surrounded
by ribs (&, the latter being so disposed as to

support all portions of the convex middle part
A of the threshold. .

It will be readily seen that the ribs G yield
to the .downward pressure of the door much
more easily than a solid body of rubber, and
not only greatly reduce the resistance to the
closingand opening of the door, butalso make

“the threshold more elastic or pliable longitu-

dinally, so that it will preserve a closer and
more perfect contact with the bottom of the
door. ' Moreover, the -greater pliability af-
forded by the open structure of the under side
of the threshold permits the top thereof to
yield readily to the foot of a person passing
through the door and greatly lessens the wear
of the threshold.

. In the use of this threshold for outer doors
of buildings it is desirable to simply fasten it
in place upon the door-sill, the lower face of
the threshold being in contact with the plane
upper face of the sill. 'In using it with inner
doors, however—that is, doors between the
rooms of buildings—it is sometimes prefer-
able to form a gain or groove in the floor be-
neath each door, the gain being of such width
and depth as to receive the lower portion of
the threshold and being preferably undercut
at its side edges to receive and retain the
rounded flanges D E at the edges of the
threshold. This leaves only the ledges B-C,
or the upper portions thereof, projecting above
the floor, snch upward portions beéing of sub-
stantially the same thickness as the carpet
with which the floor may be covered, thereby

bringing the upper surface of the ¢arpet flush

with the upper surface of the corresponding
ledge B or C. »

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. A threshold.of rubber or other elastic
material having a practically continuous up-
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per surface adapted to press against the lower

edge of the door and extending therefrom in
opposite directions down to the plane of the
floor, and an under surface containing along
its middle portion a series of depressions re-
duecing the quantity of the elastic material
which extends down to the floor along the
middle portion of the threshold and increas-
ing the pliability of said middle portion; sub-
stantially as described.
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2. A threshold of rubber or other pliable | hand, at Oakland, in the county of Alameda
material, having a practically continuousup- | and State of California, this 13th day of May, 10
per sul%falele gdaptedlt-o pres§1 againi_t the logell‘ A. D. 1897. ’
edge of the door and an under surface ribbed - - ‘ -

5 along its middle portion to increase the plia- CHARLES BAUMANN.
bility of the threshold; substantially as de- Witnesses:
seribed. i JOHN SCHNEIDER,
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my ITaArOLD L. MARTIN.




