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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Hexry TiepEMannN
and James U. CLarxe, citizens of the United
States, the former residing in the city and
county of Camden, State of New Jersey, and
the latter residing in the city and county of
Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, have
invented a new and useful Convertible Chair
and Couch, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to convertible
chairs, couches or the like, and has for its
object to provide an article of furniture
which may normally serve the purpose of a
chair, sofa or the like, and in which position
no indication of its dual character appears,
but which may be readily transformed into
a bed by a simple shifting of the several
parts, and whereby cumbersome, mechanical
appliances are not necessary as a part of the
operation,

Tor the purpose of illustrating our in-
vention we have shown in the accompanying
drawings one form thereof which is at pres-
ent preferred by us. since the same has been
found in practice to give satisfactory and
reliable results, although it is to be under-
stood that the various instrumentalities of
which our invention consists can be variously
arranged and organized and that our in-
vention is not limited to the precise arrange-
ment and organization of these instrumen-
talities as herein shown and described.

Figure 1 represents a perspective of a
chair embodying our invention. I'ig. 2 rep-
resents a section on line z—ux, Fig. 1. Fig.
3 represents a plan of the device when used
as a bed. Fig. 4 represents a detail of a
locking device.

Similar numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawings:—1 designates
the body portion of the chair embodying our
invention, the same being supported on legs
2 and provided with a back frame 3 serving
the usual purpose of a chair or couch back.
The body portion 1 has preferably formed
therein a compartment 4, wherein may be
stored cushions, bed linen or the like or of
course it may be used for other purposes, as
desired. Communication with the interior

of this compartment 4, in the present in-
stance, is made possible by a door 5 swing-
ingly mounted by means of hinges 6 or
equivalent devices.

7 designates a plurality of slats, bars or
the like secured preferably in a fixed manner
to the body portion 1 and forming the seat
of the chair and it will be noted that the
same are suitably spaced apart, for a pur-
pose to be hereinafter described.

8 designates side frames codperating with
the body portion 1, the same having the
usual arms 9 and legs 10 thereon, whereby
when in assembled position, as in Fig. 1, the
device has every appearance of being an
ordinary chair of the Morris or other type,
as the case may be. In the present instance
cach side frame has secured thereto a plu-
rality of slats, bars or the like 11, which are
spaced apart and so positioned as to engage
the spaces between the slats 7 so that when
both side frames 8 are in contact with the
body portion 1, the seat of the chair is sub-
stantially a solid level one formed of the
interfitting slats.

In order to insure absolute alinement
and free sliding movement of the several
slats 11 with respect to the stationary slats
7, a suitable tongue and groove joint 12 is
formed between them, as clearly shown in
Fig. 2.

Attention is especially directed to the fea-
ture of maintaining the same level for the
stationaryand movable slat members, whether
they are in closed, the chair, position or in
open, the bed, position. As heretofore con-
structed couches or bed chairs have been
provided with impractical telescopic devices
which necessarily produce differences of
level throughout the length of the couch,
thus producing ridges in the mattress, which
results sooner or later, in its destruction
and besides forms an uncomfortable, uneven
surface for the occupant thereof.

It will of course be understood that suit-
able means are provided for locking the side
frames 8 to the body portion 1 in order to
form a safe and stagle chair structure. In
the present instance we provide a spring
lock 14 whereby as soon as the side frames 8
contact with the body portion 1 they are
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automatically locked. When it is desired
to open the chair to form a couch, a key, or
equivalent device, may be inserted in the
lock to release the parts and permit the ex-
panding movement.

It will be apparent that by our novel con-
struction we have provided a chair to all
appearances of the ordinary type, but which
contains therein a concealed compartment
for bed linen, mattress and the like, and
which may, by a simple adjustment, be traps-
formed into a couch. As soon as the side
frames 8 have been pulled out to the limit
of movement a supporting surface is formed
of a sufficient length to permit comfortable
reclining thereon, while all points of said
surface are in the same horizontal plane.
The latter feature is particularly important,
as thereupon depends the life of the mat-
tress, since as heretofore constructed im-
practical telescoping members have caused
wear and destruction of the mattress and ir-
regularities in the surface, making it an
uncomfortable support.

It will now be apparent that we have de-
vised a novel and useful construction which
embodies the features of advantage enumer-
ated as desirable in the statement of the
invention and the above description and
while we have in the present instance shown
and described the preferred embodiment
thereof which has been found in practice
to give satisfactory and reliable results, it
is to be understood that the same is sus-
ceptible of modification in various particu-
lars without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention or sacrificing any of
its advantages.

Having thus described our invention, what |

956,836

we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:—

1. In a device of the character stated, a
body portion with spaced slats and a rela-
tively fixed compartment beneath said slats,
and side frames each movable with relation
to the body portion and having slats adapt-
ed to interfit with the slats of the body
portion, the slats of the body portion and
side frames forming a cover to said compart-
ment. :

2. In a device of the character stated, a
body portion with spaced slats and a rela-
tively fixed compartment beneath said slats,
side frames each movable with relation to
the body portion and having slats adapt-
ed to interfit with the slats of the body por-
tion, the slats of the body portion and side
frames forming a cover to said compart-
ment, and a movably mounted front to said
compartment accessible when the side frames
are in their closed position.

3. In a device of the character stated, a
body portion with slats spaced apart and
a compartment beneath said slats, a plural-
ity of side frames each movable laterally
with relation to the body portion, slats car-
ried by each side frame and adapted to in-
terfit with the slats of the body portion and
forming a cover to said compartment, and
an autematically acting lock to hold the
side frames to the body portion in their
closed position.

HENRY TIEDEMANN.
JAMES U. CLARKE.

Witnesses:
Roerrr M. Bargr,
C. D. McVay.
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