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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-16

A guide device configured to be inserted through an opening
in the skin to form a delivery tract to a target location
within the body of a patient, said guide device comprising:
an elongated tube, at least a portion of which is
transparent,

a transparent distal tip connected to a distal end of said
elongated tube and having a blunt exterior surface;

wherein a proximal end of said main lumen of said elongated
tube is open and communicates with said main lumen, said
main lumen extending through said elongated tube; and
wherein a distal portion of said elongated tube is flexible.

2. claims: 17-21

An assembly for providing access to a target location within
the body of a patient, said assembly comprising: a guide
member comprising an elongated tube, at least a portion of
which is transparent and at least a portion of which is
rigid, or rigidified by receiving a stiffening member
therein, and a transparent distal tip closing a distal end
of a main lumen of said elongated tube and having a blunt
exterior surface, a proximal end of said main lumen of said
elongated tube being open; a conduit having a length
sufficient to extend from said target location, at a distal
end of said conduit, through an opening in the body such
that a proximal end of said conduit extends out of the body,
at least a portion of said conduit being flexible, "said
conduit configured to allow at least one device or tool to
be delivered therethrough; and an obturator having a Tength
greater than an length of said conduit, said obturator being
flexible and configured to be inserted through said conduit,
a distal end portion of said obturator configured to extend
distally of a distal end of said conduit and seat

against said distal end, said obturator further comprising a
central obturator lumen, said central obturator lumen
configured to closely follow over said guide member, so
that,

when inserted into said conduit, said obturator and said
conduit form an obturator and conduit assembly and when said
obturator and conduit assembly is passed into the body

over said guide member, said distal end portion of said
obturator, together with said guide member substantially
prevents bodily fluids and tissues from entering said
conduit.

3. claims: 22-30
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 21(

An obturator that is configured to be placed in a conduit
and used to deliver the conduit over a guide member, said
obturator comprising: a distal end portion, a proximal end
portion and an elongate main body portion extending between
said distal end portion and said proximal end portion; a
central lumen extending through said distal end portion,
said main body portion and said proximal end portion and
dimensioned to allow said obturator to be passed over the
guide member, said distal end potion and said central lumen
at said distal end portion being configured and dimensioned
to form a close fit with the guide member to prevent tissues
or other obstructions from entering between said obturator
and the guide member; wherein said distal end portion and
said proximal end portion are rigid; wherein said main body
portion comprises rigid links; and wherein said rigid Tinks
are articulatable in three dimensions relative to one
another.

4. claims: 31-38

A conduit configured to be installed on an obturator and
inserted over a guide member to extend distally far past an
opening in a patient Through which the conduit is inserted,
said conduit comprising: a distal end portion, a proximal
end portion and an elongated main body extending between
said proximal and distal end portions; a central Tumen
extending through said conduit and configured and
dimensioned to receive the obturator therethrough, wherein
said central lumen, at least a distal end thereof is
dimensioned to form a close fit with the obturator, wherein
said proximal end portion comprises a slot extending in a
longitudinal direction; wherein said proximal end portion
comprises substantially stiff portions that are pivotable
away a longitudinal axis of the main body and away from said
slot and wherein a least a distal portion of said main body
is flexible and wherein a least a distal portion of said
flexible main body portion is coil-reinforced.

5. claims: 39-46
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ASA/ 21(

An assembly for delivering a conduit far past an opening in
a patient through which the conduit is inserted, said
assembly comprising: a conduit having a distal end portion,
a proximal end portion, an elongate main body extending
between said proximal and distal end portions, and a central
Tumen extending through said conduit, wherein the proximal
end portion comprises a slot extending in a longitudinal
direction and the distal end portion of the main body is
coil- reinforced; an obturator having a distal end portion,
a proximal end portion, an elongate main body portion
extending between said distal end portion and said proximal
end portion and a central lumen extending through said
distal end portion, said main body portion and said proximal
end portion and dimensioned to allow said obturator to be
passed over a guide member; wherein said central lumen of
said conduit is configured and dimensioned to receive said
obturator therein, and wherein at said obturator, when
installed in said conduit, contacts a wall of said central
Tumen of said conduit at at least said proximal and distal
end portions of said conduit.
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